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Improving the environmental health of the First State is the focus of the Dela-ware Experimental Program to StimulateCompetitive Research (EPSCoR), a National Science Foundation (NSF) initia-tive involving UD, Delaware State Univer-sity, Delaware Technical & CommunityCollege, and Wesley College. 
The Delaware partnershipʼs five-year,$15 million award, announced by NSF inNovember, is the second Research Infra-structure Improvement grant the four in-stitutions have shared since 2005. Thegrant is coordinated by the Delaware EPSCoR Office located at UD.

“This new funding will do three things,” says SteveBorleske, Delaware EPSCoRdirector. “It will allow thestateʼs institutions to expandenvironmental research capac-ity and broaden educationalopportunities. It will also allowus to collaborate with govern-ment agencies, industry, andnonprofit organizations tosolve key state and regionalenvironmental problems andto promote economicdevelopment.”

According to Donald Sparks, principalinvestigator and director of UDʼs Centerfor Critical Zone Research, the researchcatalyzed by the new grant focuses onthe stateʼs major goals of improving airand water quality, preserving its delicatecoastal ecosystem, and promotingbrownfield redevelopment. 

Research targets Delaware ecosystem health issues 

Postdoctoral researcher Matthew Ginder-Vogel examines 
arsenic-contaminated soils at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory’s National Synchrotron Light Source. Photo
courtesy of Marta Avila Perez


