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Lesson Description: 2009 marks the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. With this in mind, it is interesting to recall that Lincoln was the first president to have his image appear on a U.S. coin and that the Lincoln penny was released to commemorate the centennial of Lincoln’s birth in 1909. In this lesson students will redesign a bicentennial Lincoln penny that incorporates artifacts or documents associated with the President’s life. Students will decide which artifact(s) or document(s) best symbolize Lincoln’s greatness and explain their choices. 

Time Required: estimated 2-3 days.
Benchmarks Addressed: 

· History Standards 2 [Analysis], Grades K-3. Students will use artifacts and documents to gather information about the past.
· History Standard 2 [Analysis], Grades 4-5. Students will identify artifacts and documents as either primary or secondary sources of historical data from which historical accounts are constructed.

Hook/Entry Question: If you were asked to identify the one thing that you would want people to associate with you, what would that thing be? Explain why.
Essential Questions Addressed: [Post these]
· K-3: What can I learn about the past from studying artifacts and documents? 
· 4-5: How do artifacts and documents influence how history is represented? [adaptation]  Which historical source is best?

Enduring Understanding: Many different types of sources exist to help us gather information about the past, such as artifacts and documents.  Sources about the past need to be critically analyzed and categorized as they are used.
Vocabulary:  centennial, bicentennial, e pluribus unum = “out of many, one” (appears on penny so students are likely to ask), commemorate, artifact, document. For grades 4-5, primary and secondary source. 
Materials: 

· One Lincoln penny for each student in the class. 

· Images of artifacts and documents relating to the life and presidency of Abraham Lincoln. Acquire from internet or books such as Candace Fleming’s The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary.
· Handout 1: My Bicentenny Penny (pages 5-6).
· Pencils, crayons. 
Procedures: 
1. Present students with “Hook/Entry Question” (see above) and have them record their responses on an index card, log, journal etc. depending on class routines.
2. Give students 2-3 minutes to respond then invite volunteers to share their responses.

3. Distribute one Lincoln penny to every student and have them look at what appears on both sides. Ask them:

a. Who is honored on the penny?
b. What thing(s) from Lincoln’s life was/were selected to honor him on the penny? [e.g. his image, Lincoln Memorial]
c. Who was the first President ever to be honored on a U.S. coin? [Lincoln]
d. Who knows approximately when Lincoln lived (see if any know the years of his birth and death)? [1809-1865]
e. When did the Lincoln penny first go into circulation? [1909]

f. Why might the first Lincoln penny have gone into circulation in 1909? [to commemorate the centennial of Lincoln’s birth]
g. What year are we currently in and why might that year be considered historically significant? [bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth]
4. Review or teach the difference between an artifact and document [Grades k-3] and/or between a primary and secondary source [Grades 4-5]. Provide examples of each then ask students to provide their own examples.
5. Ask students if the Lincoln penny is an artifact or document [k-3 and 4-5], a primary or secondary source [4-5]?

6. Tell the students that their assignment today is to play the role of the person who has been hired by the United States Mint to redesign a special Lincoln penny to commemorate the bicentennial of our 16th President’s birth. In other words, they are creating a very special “penny for the bicentenny.” Each student is to design a new penny (front and back) which honors some aspect of Lincoln’s life. They get to choose any artifact or document relating to Lincoln as that which they can feature on their “Bicentenny Penny.”
7. Expose students to documents and artifacts from Lincoln’s life. You might do this as:
a. A homework assignment – students gather with parents.

b. A research assignment in the school library.

c. An internet search.

d. A Lincoln book scavenger hunt: distribute copies of books dealing with Lincoln and that contain different types of sources (e.g. artifacts, documents, primary, secondary). Excellent examples include Candace Fleming’s The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary and Russell Freedman’s Lincoln: A Photobiography (see last page of this lesson for other possible ideas). . 

8. Tell students that they are to select artifacts or documents (2-3 at most, one is fine) that they will highlight on their penny as the “thing” or “things” that best honor Lincoln’s life and contributions. 
9. Distribute copies of Handout 1: My Bicentenny Penny. Have students design, color or cut and paste, and explain their “Bicentenny Pennies.” Note the spaces for explanation on page 2 of the handout (or page 6 of this lesson). 
10. Ask students to identify the “things” that they featured on their pennies. Create two columns on the board: label one column “Artifacts” and the other “Documents.” Ask students to categorize what they placed on their “Bicentenny Pennies.”

11. Gallery Walk: Display student work around the room or hallways and allow the students to roam and view each others work. 
Debrief: Revisit the essential questions for this lesson.
· K-3, 4-5: What did you learn about the past from your analysis of artifacts and documents? 

· 4-5: How might the artifacts and documents you chose to put on your “Bicentenny Penny” influence what others will learn about Abraham Lincoln? 

· 4-5: Which artifact or document do you think was “best?” Why?

Formative Assessment (“Check for Understanding”): 
· Present students with several documents and artifacts relating to another person or event. Have them categorize the materials as artifacts, documents, primary sources, secondary sources and write a brief account of that person or event. Have them explain how the story of the past is constructed (and/or raise the same questions that appear in the Debrief Section of this lesson). 
Extensions

· Hold a competition with rewards for best designs.
· Explore the concept of bias and ask students how their “Bicentenny Pennies” might provide examples of bias. Assure them that bias is bound to be present in any representation of the past especially when one has to select from amongst many possible sources. 
Tips for the Teacher: The US Mint will issue 4 new Lincoln Bicentennial One Cent redesigns throughout 2009. You might use these as models (caution here…students often replicate) or reveal them after the lesson. Visit the US Mint 2009 Lincoln Bicentennial One Cent website at  http://www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/lincolnredesign/
<a rel="license" href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/"><img alt="Creative Commons License" style="border-width:0" src="http://i.creativecommons.org/l/by-nc/3.0/us/88x31.png" /></a><br />This <span xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/" href="http://purl.org/dc/dcmitype/Text" rel="dc:type">work</span> is licensed under a <a rel="license" href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/">Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 3.0 United States License</a>. 
Handout 1
My Bicentenny Penny
Designers Name: _______________________________________________________
Directions: Use the blank penny sketches below to draw the front and back sides of what you think would be the best new design for a penny that honors the life of President Abraham Lincoln 200 years after his birth. 
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Name _________________________________________________________

1. List any artifacts that you chose to feature on your “Bicentenny Penny?”
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

2. List the documents or quotes that you chose to include on your “Bicentenny Penny?”
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

3. Explain why you chose to include the items that featured on your “Bicentenny Penny?”
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want people to learn about President Lincoln from your “Bicentenny Penny?”
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE OF LINCOLN MATERIALS 
CONTAINING DIFFERENT TYPES OF SOURCES

Armstrong, Jennifer – Photo By Brady: a Picture of the Civil War (Atheneum)

Denenberg, Barry – Lincoln Shot: a President’s Life Remembered (Feiwel & Friends)

Fleming, Candace – The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary (Schwartz & Wade)

Fradin, Dennis – The Emancipation Proclamation (Marshall Cavendish)

Freedman, Russell – Lincoln: a Photobiography (Clarion)

Holzer, Harold – The President Is Shot!: the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln (Boyds Mills Press)

Landau, Elaine – The Emancipation Proclamation: Would You Do What Lincoln Did?  (Enslow)

Martin, James, editor – Lessons of War: the Civil War in Children’s Magazines (SR Books)

McDonald, Archie P. – Primary Source Accounts of the Civil War (Enslow)

McPherson, James  - Fields of Fury: the American Civil War (Atheneum)

Melzer, Miltzer, editor – Lincoln, In His Own Words, illustrated by Stephen Alcorn (Harcourt)

Olson, Kay Melchisedech – The Gettysburg Address in Translation: What It Really Means (Capstone)

Rappaport, Doreen – Abe’s Honest Words, illustrated by Kadir Nelson (Hyperion)

Sandler, Martin W. – Lincoln Through the Lens; How Photography Revealed and Shaped an Extraordinary Life (Walker)

Silverman, Jerry - Songs and Stories of the Civil War (Twenty-first Century Books)

A very special thanks to Peggy Dillner of the Education Resource Center at the University of Delaware for compiling this list.
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