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Lesson Description: In this lesson students will examine two conflicting newspaper accounts of President Lincoln’s train trip through Wilmington on June 16, 1864 and consider why there might be different accounts of the same event. 

Time Required: 1 day or class periods.

Essential Question Addressed: 
· History Standard 2a [4-5]: Which historical source is best?

· History Standard 3 [4-5]: Why might there be two accounts of the same event?

Enduring Understanding: Historical accounts of the same event sometimes differ due, in part, to the evidence presented or the point-of-view of the author.
Prior Knowledge: This lesson assumes that students understand the definitions and differences between primary and secondary sources. If they do not, you may want to consider the lesson “Primary v Secondary Sources” at http://www.udel.edu/dssep/lessons_and_resources/List_of_lessons_4-5.htm#history2 

Vocabulary:

· Primary source - a piece of evidence (document or object) that dates back to the time when an event occurred.

· Secondary source - evidence, descriptions, or explanations that shed light on past events but are not directly connected to those events or date back to the time when an event occurred. 
. 
Materials:
· Appendix 1 (read aloud): Fake Excerpts from Fake 2009 Books about President Lincoln.
· Appendix 2 (handout): Actual Newspaper Accounts of Lincoln in Wilmington (1-17-1864). One copy per student. 
· Appendix 3 (transparency): Overview of the Lesson.
. 

Procedures: 

1. Here is where you get to act like the history geek that students think you are ;)   Tell the students that you were looking at some new children’s books about President Lincoln last night when the following two excerpts caught you by surprise. Read the fake excerpts found on Appendix 1 as if you are reading them from two different books (you might want to insert the fake excerpts in a real book to add to the ruse). 
2. Ask the students…

a. why they think you were suddenly surprised.[2 books had 2 completely different accounts of the same event],
b. to summarize the two accounts. 

c. in what ways are the two accounts similar or different? [this lesson highlights the fact that one article suggests Lincoln took time to shake hands, while the other suggest his train passed rudely by without even showing his face]
d. how can we account such a discrepancies in the books?

3. Suggest that you have a real “history mystery” on your hands as you don’t know if there actually was a “shake” (i.e., handshakes with President Lincoln) or whether the suggestion that handshaking occurred, is “fake.”

4. Think-Pair-Share: Write “Shake or Fake?” on the board. Have students consider the question, “what are some strategies that could be used to figure out what ‘really’ happened?”
5. Ask the students if they know the difference between a primary and a secondary source. Solicit explanations or define and give examples. Ask the students 

a. …if the 2 books from which you just read are primary or secondary sources
b. …which type of source might be better – primary or secondary? Why?

6. Point out that the two accounts you just read are considered secondary sources and that one way to determine what “really” happened is to look back to primary sources to see what they suggest. 
7. Distribute copies of Appendix 2: Newspaper Accounts of Lincoln in Wilmington. Tell the students that there are two documents on this page and that these are primary source newspaper accounts from June 17, 1864. They appeared one day after Lincoln’s train passed through Wilmington. Ask student to read the two accounts. 
8. Graphic Organizer: Have students work with a partner to create and complete a Venn diagram in which they analyze the similarities and differences between the two accounts. The two outer circles should prompt them to list information that is unique to each article, while the inner portion of the diagram should be used to highlight information that is similar between the two documents.

9. Whole Group: have volunteers describe the unique elements of each article and the similarities while you complete a Venn diagram on the board.

10. Draw special attention to the fact that one similarity is that both articles are reporting on the same event i.e. Lincoln’s train ride through Wilmington. Then, ask the students…

a. …why might two primary source accounts of the same event be different? [there may be a number of reasons but the one that seems clear and most important in this case is that there were two different newspapers in Delaware, each of which had political or ideological orientations in much the same way that the NY Times and Washington Times or Fox News and MSNBC News have today]. 
b. …which primary source you read in this lesson is “best?” 

c. …which secondary source in this lesson is “best?”

d. …which type of source appears “best” and why – primary or secondary? 

e. …was the story about Lincoln’s “[hand]shake” in Wilmington a fake, a mistake…or what? 

f. …if this “shake or fake” mystery has been solved?
Debrief and Check for Understanding: 

1. Use Appendix 3: Overview of the Lesson to review the main points of the lesson. Cover up the different sections of the transparency and reveal one section at a time (e.g., reveal the question and talk about it, then reveal the line of secondary sources and talk about how they disagreed, then reveal the whole document to show how secondary sources sometimes conflict because the primary sources on which they are based also conflict and that this happens, at times, because they are written by those with apparent biases. 


2. Suggest to students that all historical sources reflect some degree of bias whether they be primary or secondary sources. In this lesson, it should be clear that 

· both primary and secondary sources can and should be questioned; 

· there is not always a “best” source;

· that it is important for researchers to continue to try to corroborate stories; 

· that just because a mystery is not resolved today does not mean that it may not be resolved in the future by those who continue to investigate.


3. Tell students that the two secondary accounts which you read (Appendix 1) were “fake” but that they easily could have been actual accounts based on what appears in the primary sources. Suggest that they were intended as an instructional tool i.e., to help students better understand History Standard 2.  


4. Revisit the essential questions for this lesson. Ask students 
· Which historical source is best?

· Why might there be two accounts of the same event?
Appendix 1 

(read aloud)
Fake Excerpts from Fake Books Published in 2009 about President Lincoln

	Account from Book 1

 
The famous President’s train stopped in Wilmington where he took time to shake hands with his many admirers.



	Account from Book 2
In June of 1864 the President visited Wilmington on his way to a fair in Philadelphia. The people of Wilmington were very disappointed because the President did not stop the train to meet or speak with the people. 




Appendix 2 

(handout)
*Actual Newspaper Accounts of Lincoln in Wilmington
	Newspaper Account 1
President Lincoln. --- President Lincoln passed through this city yesterday, enroute for Philadelphia, to visit the Great Central Fair. – He was enthusiastically greeted at the depot by a large number of our citizens, who availed themselves of the opportunity to shake him cordially by the hand. 

Delaware Gazette

June 17, 1864



	Newspaper Account 2
President Lincoln passed through this city yesterday morning about 10 o’clock, in a special trip, and a car filled up for the occasion by the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore railroad company, at an expense of $6000. We regret that the President did not consider thh [sic] people worthy of a sight of his person. Certainly the President of the United States could afford to pass leisurely along through the country and show himself to the people, when some of the greatest monarchs of Europe do not fear to do so. 

Delaware State Journal

June 17, 1864



*Courtesy of the Delaware Historical Society. Special thanks to Dr. Constance Cooper for bringing these to our attention.
Appendix 3 

(transparency) 
Overview of the Lesson
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