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Lesson Description: Alfred Waud was an artist who is best known for the sketches that he drew as a correspondent during the Civil War. This lesson invites students to think of the multiple ways in which one might “stretch” conclusions from a sketch that Waud drew of President Lincoln napping. The lesson aims to promote an understanding of how the use of sources might account for different historical interpretations. 
Time Required: 1 class period. 
Benchmarks Addressed 

· History 2b, Grades 6-8. Students will examine historical documents, artifacts, and other materials, and analyze them in terms of credibility, as well as the purpose, perspective, or point of view for which they were constructed.

· History 3, Grades 6-8. Students will compare different historians’ descriptions of the same societies in order to examine how the choice of questions and use of sources may affect their conclusions.  
· History 3, Grades 9-12. [narrowed and adapted to focus on two variables identified in the benchmark] Students will compare competing historical narratives in order to examine how the use of sources and questions one asks contribute to different interpretations. 

Essential Questions Addressed: 
· How could there be different explanations of the same event in history?
· How might the use of sources account for different interpretations?
· Why [purpose] might this source have been constructed?
· How might the questions one asks account for different interpretations? 
Enduring Understanding: The manner in which one uses historical sources influences the conclusions one draws. Sources about the past need to be critically analyzed.
Materials: 

· Appendix 1 (transparency & handouts): Stretch a Sketch – The Many Uses of One Source.
· Appendix 2: Linking Conclusions to Questions
Procedures: 

1. Warm-Up: Ask students if they can identify anyone who has ever been photographed without their knowledge. What conclusions did people draw from the photograph?
2. Project a copy of Appendix 1 while distributing copies of the handout. Ask students, whose image appears on the handout. 

3. Learning Support: Tell students that the handout contains a sketch of Abraham Lincoln drawn by Alfred Waud. Waud was an artist who served as a correspondent during the Civil War. 

4. Think-Pair-Share: Tell the students that they are now going to “Stretch a Sketch.” Ask students to think about the different ways in which a researcher might use Waud’s sketch of President Lincoln. In other words, what are some possible interpretations one might draw from the sketch [e.g. do not share these sample conclusions before students generate their own – Lincoln worked hard. Lincoln was overwhelmed by the presidency. Lincoln was lazy. Lincoln was inconsiderate of those who visited him. Lincoln was asleep during much of his presidency. Lincoln may have suffered from sleep deprivation. Lincoln may have suffered from a debilitating medical condition]. Have them write what they believe are the more credible interpretations under the “Interpretation” boxes that are closest to the sketch and the interpretations that require the greatest “stretches” of their imaginations under the “Interpretation” boxes that are furthest from the sketch. Give students time to think alone, discuss with a partner, then share with the whole class. Write responses on the board.

5. Discussion: Ask students…

·  which interpretations they believe to be the most plausible or credible? 
· which interpretations they believe require the furthest “stretches” of the imagination?   
· what they think was the artist’s (Alfred Waud’s) purpose when he drew the sketch of the president?
· if any of them had any suspicion that Lincoln may have orchestrated his pose with or without the artist’s knowledge?

· why might someone in the public limelight pose intentionally in an unpolished manner?   [while we are not suggesting this about Waud’s sketch of Lincoln napping, it is clear that historic figures like Napoleon had artists draw them in an unpolished  manner to convey a desired public image. See “Links” below. Critical thinkers should consider staged poses as they examine visual representations.] 
6. Convert Conclusions to Questions: distribute copies of Appendix 2. Tell students that they should also be aware that the questions an investigator asks at the outset of his or her research can influence conclusions just as much as the use of sources. Ask students to convert each of their conclusions into a question that might be posed about Lincoln based on the photographs (e.g. sample conclusion = “Lincoln was overwhelmed by the presidency” could be rephrased as “Was Lincoln overwhelmed by the presidency?”). Have students link the various questions with conclusions to see how the questions asked can lead to historical disagreements. 
Debrief: 

· Ask students what they think was the intent of this activity? [to show how sources can be used in multiple ways; show how the different uses of sources can explain why historians might offer different interpretations of the past and those who lived in the past, and to show how different questions can lead to different interpretations].
   Revisit the Essential Questions for this lesson:
· How could there be different explanations of the same event in history?
· How might the use of sources account for different interpretations?
· What is the purpose for which this source was constructed?
· How might the questions one asks account for different interpretations?  
Extension: Have students conduct research on Alfred Waud to find out more about the man and perhaps the circumstances in which he drew the sketch of Lincoln napping.
Link
The Emperor Napoleon in His Study at the Tuileries (1812) by Jacques Louis David at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Emperor_Napoleon_in_His_Study_at_the_Tuileries . Those of you who teach world history may want to substitute David’s Napoleon for Waud’s Lincoln. 
Formative Assessment (“Check for Understanding”): 
Have students describe one picture of a public figure and how that single picture might be used to draw different conclusions. The picture they describe can be real or imagined. 

Appendix 1:
Stretch a Sketch: The Many Uses of One Source





Appendix 2

Linking Conclusions to Questions
Name: ___________________________________

Directions: Convert the conclusions you generated on Appendix 1 (write them in Column 2 below) to questions (write in column 1 below).
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Synthesize: What point does this chart attempt to illustrate? 
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Figure 1: Alfred Waud Sketch of President Lincoln
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