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Exploring Identity Through Poetry and Images Author | Nancy Ventresca

KEY LEARNING, ENDURING UNDERSTANDING, ETC.

Students will understand that everyone has a unique story to tell and that our past experiences influence our identity today. As they try their
hand at writing a variety of styles of poetry, they will also understand that writing is a process that includes planning, drafting and revising and
that it is an excellent medium for self-expression.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S) for the UNIT

What is identity? How does my past and family influence how | feel about myself?
How can poetry and Ekphrasis help me express my feelings about myself and my place in the world?
How can | express the way that visual images and art can make me feel?

CONCEPT A CONCEPT B CONCEPT C

Our identity is complex: it can change and Poetry has many forms. Poetry can be a written form of

be influenced by experiences and culture. expressing feelings and responses to

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS A ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS B ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS C

“How does my past and my family How can poetry and Ekphrasis help me express How can | express the way that visual

influence how | feel about myself? my feelings about myself and my place in the images and art can make me feel?
world?

VOCABULARY A VOCABULARY A VOCABULARY A

Identity, heritage, culture, ancestry, Figurative language, simile, metaphor, Ekphrasis, ballad, narrative,

traditions alliteration, rhyme, stanza, lyric, narrative, collaborative, expression, soliloquy,
dramatic, acrostic, ballad, cinquain, concrete, drama, connection
erasure, blackout, haiku, pantoum
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