A Quick CQuide to Japanese Nanes and Pronunci ation

Japanese nanes:

Japanese nanes are witten famly nane first, followed by
t he gi ven nane.
For exanpl e, in the nane Mnakata Kunagusu the famly nane is
“Mnakata’” and the given nane is “ Kunagusu”. Witers, nonks,
poets, and artists are often known by their given nane, a pen
nane, an artist’'s nane, or a Buddhi st name. Exanpl es: Basho
(poet), Hroshige (artist).
The inperial famly has no famly nane; nenbers are referred to
by their title and gi ven nane, except for the Enperor who when
alive is respectfully referred to i n Japanese sinply as “Tennd
Hei ka” (roughly, “Hs Myesty the Enperor”), but is al so
sonetines referred to by his title and given nane, especially in
foreign nedia. After death (since the Meiji period), the
Enperor is referred to by his “reign nane”: “Meiji Tennd” (" The
Meiji Enperor,” Mitsuhito, reigned 1868-1912, the “Miji
Period’); the Taisho Enperor (Yoshihito, r. 1912-1926); the
Showa Enperor (Hrohito, r. 1926-1989); and the current enperor
(Aihito, r. 1989-) who w il be known as the Hei sei Enperor
after his death.

Japanese pronunci ati on:

I n Japanese there is very little tonic accent (unlike
Chinese) and all syllables are pronounced evenly. Qonsonants
witten doubl e are pronounced doubl e and do nake a difference in
neaning, i.e. “am@’ (a nasseur), “ana” (a wonan diver).

Aresenbles the a as in father, but is shorter.

Elike the ey inthey; but it is shorter in a syllable
termnated by a consonant, in which case it is like the e in
pen.

| as the i innachine, but alittle shorter; in a syllable
termnated by a consonant it is |like the i in pin.

Oas in core, though alittle shorter; in a syllable
termnated by a consonant it is |ike the o inon.

U as in push.

A likethey in ny.

E like the ay in play.

Au like the owin cow

Long and short vowels: tori (a street); tori (a bird).



Japanese syl | abl es:

Wth the exception of the final “n” each syllable wll have
a vowel ; the vowel nay be by itself or wth one or two
consonants. Belowis a list of Japanese nanes and words t hat
have been divided into syllables. Note that they are divi ded
between the vowel and the fol |l ow ng consonant, between two
vowel s, or before and after the final “n” sound.

Tokugawa To/ ku/ gal va sanur ai sal mv/ ral i
Tengu Te/n/ gu hayashi ha/ yal shi
Edo H do Tokyd To/ kyd



