S ten years and one have now gone by. The decade which
seened so slow as it passed cane to an end on Septenber 1 d
last year. | amforty-nine. And how are things today wth ne,
and how are things wth Tokyo? People say that the inmedi ate
future is dark, and that nothing is a it should be vyet
| ooki ng back over the neditations in which | was sunk on that
nountain road in Hakone, | feel somewhat strange. | do not
know whether to be sad or happy a the irony of what hes
happened. M thoughts then about the extent of the disaster,
the danage to the city, and the speed and form of the
recovery were half rigt and haf wong.... Because the
danage was less than | inagined, the recovery in ten years,
though renarkable, has not been the transfornation | |ooked
for. | was one of those wo uttered cries of delignt a the
grand visions o the hone mnister, Gto Shinpei. Three
billion yen would go into buying up the wole o the burned
wastes and naking them over into sonething regular and
orderly. They were not realized The od tangle of Tokyo
streets is still very much wth us. It is true that large
nuntbers of new bridges, large and small, now describe their
graceful arcs over the Sumda and other rivers and cand s.
The region from Mrunouchi through Gnza and Kybbashi to
N honbashi has taken on a new face. Looking from the train
wndow as the train noves through the southern parts of the
city and on past Shintashi to the central station, | cannot
but be astonished that these were lonely wastes where | woul d
play half a day as a child. PReople back from abroad say that
Tokyo is nowa natch for the cities of Eirope and Anerica. ...
The daydream in which | lost nyself on Septentber 1, 1923+
negl ected to think even of ny unhappy wfe and daughter, back
in the city—did not approach the inposing beauty | now see
before ne. But what effect has all this surface change had a
the custons, the nanners, the words, the acts of the city ad
Its people? The truth is that ny inagination got ahead of ne.
Wésternization has not been as | foresaw To be sure, there
have recently appeared such persons as the stick grls o
G nza, and the prosperity of bars and cafes quite overshadows
that of the geisha quarters, and novies and reviens ae
draw ng custoners away from Kabuki; but none of these places,
and even less the casinos and cabarets, bears conparison wth
even the Grleton Gfe in Shanghai.... Hw nany wonen and
girls wear Wstern dress that really passes as Véstern dress?
In sunmer the nunber increases sonevhat, but in wnter you
see not one in ten anong shoppers and pedestrians. Even anong
office girls, one in tw would be a generous esti nat e.

—Fani zaki Jun’ichird, 1934



Wen we say the Mdern Grl exists in our era we are not
in particular referring to individuals naned Mss So-and-so-
ko or Ms. Such-and-such-e. FRather, we are talking about the
fact that sonehow from the mdst of the lives of al sorts
of wonen of our era, we can feel the air of a new era
different fromthat of yesterday. That’s right; where can you
folks clearly say thereis atypical nodern girl? That is to
say that the Mdern Grl is but a term that abstractly
aludes to one new flavor sensed fromthe air of the life d
all wonan i n soci ety.

—Kat aoka Teppei, “Sudies of the Mdern Grl” (1927)

Let’s get naked and while we're at it work our danmedest !

—Hhyashi Fumko



