The Nature of Nationalism Some Thoughts

“Nationalismis not what it seens, and above all it is
not what it seens toitself. The culture it clains to
defend and revive are often its own inventions, or are

nodi fied out of all recognition.” (Gellner)

“Nationalismis, essentially, the general inposition of
a high culture on soci ety, where previously | ow cul tures
had taken up the lives of the ngority, and in sone
cases the totality of the population.” (Gellner)

“[Anation] is an inagined politica conmunity—and
i nagi ned as both inherently limted and soverei gn.”
( Ander son)

“Utinately it is this [inagined] fraternity that nakes
possi bl e, over the past two centuries, for so nany
mllions of people, not so nuch to kill, as wllingly
die for such limted inagi nings.” (Anderson)

“Aterritoria political unit can only becone ethnically
honogeneous . . . if it either kills, expels, or
assimlates all non-nationals. Their unwllingness to
suffer such fates nay nake the inpl enentati on of the
nationalist principle difficult.” (Gellner)



