
MEIJI  JAPAN ‘IT~ROUGII CONTEMPORARY SOURCIS

E. Imperial Rescript  on Education, October 30, 1890.

V
KN O W  ye, Our subjects:

Our imperial  ancestors have foundrd Our cmpirc on a
basis  broad ancl everlasting and have deeply ant1 firmly
implanted virtue; Our subjects ever united  in loyalty and
filial piety have  from generation to generation illustrated
the beauty tllcrcof. This is the glory of the fundamental
character of Our empire, and herein also lies tlic source of
Our education. Ye, Our subjects,  be filial to your inrcnls,
affectionate to your brothers and sisters; as husl>ands  ant1
wives bc h a r m o n i o u s ,  a s  friends true; b e a r  yoursclvcs  i n
modesty  and  moderation  ; rxtcnd your bcncvolcncc to all;
pursue learning and cult ivate arts ,  and thereby dcvclop
intrllrclual  faculties  and ptrfcct moral powers; furthermore
advance public goocl  ant1 promote common interests; always
respect the Constitution and observe lhc laws; shoulcl  cmcr-
gcncy arise, offer yourselves couragrously  lo the slate; and
thus guard and maintain the prosperity of Our imperial
throne coeval  with hravrn  and  ea r th . So shall yc not only
bc O u r  g o o d  a n d  f a i t h f u l  suhjccls,  bu t  render  illustrious
1l1c best  traditions of your forefathers.

The Way here  set corth  is indcccl the teaching boc~r~cathcd
by Our imperial ancestors, t o  IJC obsrrvcd a l i k e  by llieil
descendants and thd subjects, infAlliblc  for all ages and true
in all places. It is Our wish lo lay it lo heart in all rcvcr-
rncr, in  common wit11 you, Our subjects,  that Wr may all
thus nllain to tlir same  virluc.

The 30th clay of the lot11  month of the 23rd year of Mriji.
Qlpirinl  t~niislntion.
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TREA’I’Y  REVISION

A. On De-Asianization by Fukuzawa Yukichi, March
16, 1885.

‘1’11~  world-wide facility or communication has allowed the
wind of Western  civilization to 1~10~ into the East ,  where
not a single grass or tree has been  left unslvaycd  by it. This
is not hccausc  the Wrstcrn man has greatly cllangcd f r o m
what he was in olden times; yet that his mo\rcmcnts,  which
wcrc  once  sluggish,  arc 110~ active is simply bcrausc hc is
taking advantage of the faster means of  communica t ion
t o  ovcrwhclm  the olhrrs. Under  the circumstances, if I
m a y  j u d g e  the situation of those  nations that live in the
Eas t ,  they may 1~ all right if they arc rcsolvcd  to defend
thrmsrives  to the end in rcsistancc  to the force  of the eas t -
ward  aclvancc  0T that civilization; still, lo anyone who has
scrm w i t h  h i s  ryes the prrscnl  state o f  w o r l d  aflairs  a n d
knows its actual impossibility thcrc can be no other policy
than to move  on with the rest of the world and join tllcm in
dipping into lhe sea of civilization, joining them in creating
111r waves of civilization, and joining them in l11r  pains and
joys or civilization. C i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  like an cpidcmic  o f
IncTLslcs. ‘I’l~r current mcaslrs  in Tokyo, which has advanced
eastwards from Nagasaki in Wcstcrn ,Japan, srcms  to have
hcgun  to claim more  victims with the arrival or springtime.
Will wr be able  IIOIV  to find a means of checking  this cpidc-
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