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60 Socral! Retlutions

At the same time he places the palms of both hands onthe floor, stretching
his arms slightly so that while in this position he cansce nothing of his
master, even if he raises his eyes.

Jodo Rodvigues, S

HE BEING A GENTELMAN

June 20,1618 ~A mad gentellman (as it is said), having bynpocessed with
the devill more then a ycnre past, was this day atabanketwith hisfather,
brother, wife, and kyndred, they perswading hym ta he better advized and
leave affe such cnurces. But on asudden, before it could be prevented, he
start up and drue out a katana and cut affe his brothers head, woundedhis
father, allmost cutting affe his arme, and cut his wife behindher sholder on
her back, and slue out right his steward (or chcefe man). And yct it is
thought nothing will be said to hym, they which he hathkildbeing his
kindred and servnntes, he beingagentclman,
Richard Cockys

THE BESTRACE

Judging by the pcoplc we have so far met, | would say that the Japanescare
the best race yet discovered and | do not think you will find their match
among the pagan nations. Thcy are very sociable, usually good and not
malicious, and much concerned with thcir honour, which they prize above
everything else. For the most partthey are poor but they do not despise the
poverty of nobles and common folk. They have ane characteristic which is
not to be found in any part of Christendom: however poor a noble may be
(and however much wealth a commoner may possess), they pay him as
much honour as if he were rich. A poor noble will never marry a
commoner, no matter how much money he may be offered; this is because
they prefer honour to wealth and consider that they lose their honour if
they marry a commoner. The people show much politeness to each other.
They prize their weapons and place much reliance on them; both nobles
and commoners carry a sword and dagger from the age of fourteen. They

will not suffer any affront or contemptuous speech. The people hold the
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gentry in great respect, and m their turn the nobles are proud wseeve their
lord, obeying his least command. And this, T fancy, is not duce 1o any fear of
{wnishmcnt which the Tord might inflict for disobedience, but rather on
account of the loss of honour that they would suffer if they were to do
otherwise.

St Francrs Xaveer

COURTESIES AND FAIR SPEECHES

The marchant, although he be wealthy, s notaccounted of, Gentlemen, I
they never so poor, retain their place: most precisely they stand upon thew
honour andworthiness, ccremoniously striving among themselves in
courtesies and fair spceches. Wherein if any onc be haply less careful than
he should be, even for a trifle many times he getteth evil will. Want,
though it trouble most of them, so m u ¢ h they do detest that poor men
cruelly taking pity nf theirinfants newly born, especially girls, do many
times with their foot strangle them. Noblemen, and others likewise of
meaner calling, generally have but one wife apicee, by wham although
they have issuc, yet {or a trifle they divoree themselves from their wives,
and the wives also sametimes {romy their hushands, to marry with others
After thesecond degree, cousins may there lawfully marev. Adoptionof
other men’s childrenis much used among them. Tn great towns most men
and women can write and rend.
Luis Frois, S ].

NEITHER MAKE LOVE NOR WOO

These People neither make love nor woo, all their mnrriages being con-
cluded by their Parents, or for want of such near relations, hy the nextof
kin. One Man hath but one Wife, though as many Concubinesas hecan
keep; and if that Wife do not please him, he may put her away, provided
he dismiss her in a civil nnd honorable way. Any Man may lie witha
Whore, or common Woman, although he he married, with impuni(ic;hut
the Wife may not so much as speak in private with another Man,asis

already said, without hazarding her life. What is said of divorce, rclates
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only to the Citizen, Marchantand common Souldier;a Gentleman or
Lord may not put away his Wife, nithough she should not pleasc him, and
that out of respect to her quality and his own Person; he must maintain
her according to her condition and necessities; but mny freely divert
himself with his Concubines and Women, and when the Humour takes
him with his own Wife again. This liberty that the Men have, obliges the
Women to observe their Hushands, and endeavour to endear them to
them, by an humble comp]inncc and submission to their humors, hcing
sure else to lose them, and see their Rivals preferred beforethem.

Frangois Caron

PEACEFUL DIVORCE

The men have as many womenas they wish, although they usually regard
only one of them as their true and proper wife. They canrenaunce her
whenever they please, by divorcing her nnd taking anotherwoman,with-
nut oﬁcnding nny of the people concerned. Everything is denc in an
estrnordinarily peacefulwayand there is no ill-fecling among the relatives;
indeed, they continue to visit, speak and deal with onc another just as
before.
Alessandro Valignano, S.J.

DILIGENTINTHEIR HOUSEHOLD DUTILS

If awoman is found to be lazy or bad before shehasborne her hushand
any children, she is sent back to her father’s house. If she is already ;)
mother, her husband may kil her for any of these faults without bring
punished. For this reason women are much concerned with their hus-
band’s honour andare most diligent in their household duties.

Jorge Alvarcs

THE CHILDREN

Children are carefully & tenderly brought up; their Parents strike them
seldom or never, and though they cry whole nights together, endeavour to
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still them with patience; judging that Tnfants have no understanding, Tnn
that it grows with them as they grow in yenrs, and therefore to be
encouraged with indulgences and examples. 1t is remarkable to see how
orderly and how modestly little Childrenof seven or cightyears old behave
themselves; their discourse and answers savouring of riper age, and far
surpassing any | have yetscen of theirtimes in our Country.
Frangois Caron

TIGHT REIN

They keep a tight rein on gluttony, and also on rage and outward anger.
And so although a person may be exceedingly hungry, he must on no
account sit down at table, for they preserve the same peace and tranquility
as a man who has just caten. And however angry a father may be with his
son, or a hushand with his wile, or a man with his enemy, he must on na
account show it, becanse they look upon the disorder of gluttony or of
:1ng(‘r noaoman as .’\(H“Clhiﬂg very \'”L'.
Lourengo Mexia, S

RETIREMENT AND MARRIAGE

When the Parentsare grown old, and the Children come 1o be Men, the
Father then quits his Government, Commerce, Shop or Trade, placing his
eldest Son in his room, and giving him the greatest part of his Estate: the
younger Childrenare likewise provided for by the indulgent Parents,
although their portions return to the eldest in case they dichefore them.
Daughters haveno portions atall, nor nothing given them at their mar-
riage; sometimes it happensthat rich Parents senda good sum nf moncy
with their Daughters, upon their marriage day, to their Son in law; which
present is returned by the Bridegroom & his Parents with much thanks.
being unwilling that the Bride should have any colourable excuse to raise
her into an opinion of havin;,7 obliged her Husband: The poorer sort do
but seldom retumn these offers as needing them, and glad of nny augmenta-
tion of their Friends. They havea common saying, that a Woman hath no
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64 Social Relations
constant dwelling, living in her youth with her Parents, being marricd
with her Husband, and when she is old with her Childe.

Frangois Caron

MOSTSHAMELESSIMMORALITY

They do not, however, hold in equalesteemn the virtue of their daughters
and sisters; Or rather they take no account of this at all. Indeed it often
happens thata girl's own father, mother, or brothers—withoutany fecling
of shame on the part of nny of those concerned—will without hesitation
sell her as a prostitute before she is married, fnr afew pence, under the
pressure of poverty, which is very severely felt throughout the whole
country. And this povertyis the cause o fthc m o s t shameless
immorality—an immorality which is so gross and which takes such differ-
entand unusual forms, as to pass belief.

But the Portuguese are my witnesses and cannot be guinsaid—cspecially
those who come year by yeor from China, that is, from the island of Macao.
The ships on which theytravel nre laden with silk and other textile
muaterials, as well as pepper and cloves (used for making dyes) and many
other kinds of merchandise, which they sell here atgreat profit, doing their
bargaining in this town and harbour of Nagasaki, where they lic for eight
or nine months, until they arc able to finish their business. As soon as ever
these Portuguese arrive and disembark, the pimps who control this traffic
in womencall on them in the houses in which they are quartered for the
time of theirstay, nnd enquire whether they would like to purchase, or
acquire in any other method they please, a girl, for the period of their
sojourn, or to keep her for so many months, or for a night, or for ad:ly, or
for an hour, a contract being first made with these brokers, or an agree-
ment entered into with the girl’'s relations, nnd the money paid down. And
if they prefer it they will take them to the girl's house, in order that they
mny see her first, or else they will take them to see her on their own
premises, which are usually situated in certain hamlets or villages outside
the city. And many of these Portuguese, upon whose testimony lam
relying, fall in with this custom as the fancy takes them, driving the best
bargain they cnn for a few pence. And so it often happens that they will get

hold of a pretty little girl of fourteen or fifteen years of age, for three or

205

Social Relations b5

four scudi, or a little more or less, according to the time during which they
wish to have herat their disposal, with no other responsibility beyond that
of sending her back home when done with. Nor does this practice in any
way interfere with a girl’s chances of marriage. Indecd many of them
would ncvrr get married, if they had not hy this means acquired a dowry,
b y accumulating 30 or 40 scudr, given to them from tme to time by these
Portuguese, who have kept them in thrir houses for seven or cight months
on end, and who have in some cases married them themselves. Andwhen
these women arc hired by the day, it is enough to give them the meresi
trifle, nor do they ever refuse to he hired onaccount of avariation w the
price, which is hardly ever refused hy their relations, or by those who keep
them asa sort of stock in trade for these purposes in their houses, and 1o
whom the money is paid—the women being in effect all shaves sold for
these purposcs. And there are,morcover, some of them who, by agreement
with the brokers, ask for no more than their foad and clothing—ncither of
which costs much—while the whaole of their carnings go to the men who
keep them.

To sum up,the country is more plentifully supplicd thanany other with
these sort of means of gratifying the passion for sexualindulgence, justas it
abounds in every othcr sort of vice, in which it surpasscs every other place
in the world.

Francesco Carleti

ACTORS OF COMEDIES

These womenwere Actors of Comedies, which passe there from lland o
Iland to play, as our Players doe here from Towne to Towne, having
severall shifts of apparrell for the better grace of the matter acted; which
for the mostpart nre of Wnrre, Love, and such like. These women arcas
the slaves of one man, who puttetha price what every manshall pay that
hath to doe with nny of them; more then which he is nnt to take upnn
paine of death, in case the pnrtic injurctl shall complaine. 1t is leftio his
owne discretion to prize her atthe first, butrise he cannot afterwards, fall
h e may. Neither doth the partic bargaine with the Weneh, but with her
Master, whnsc commandsheis to obey. The greatest of their Nobilitic

travelling, hold it no disgrace to send for these Panders to their Inne, and

’10



66 Social Relations
d o compound with them for the Wenches, either to fill their drinke at
Table (for all men of nny ranke have their drinke filled to them by
Women) or otherwisc to have the use of them. When any of these Panders
die, though in their life time they were received into Company of the best,
yet now, as unworthy to rest among the worst, they are bridled witha
bridle made of straw, as you would bridle an Horse, and in the cloathes
they died in. nre dragged through the streetes into the fields, and there cast
upona dunghill, for doggesandfowles to dcvnurc.

John Saris

HOSPITALITY

The Japanncrs nrc very hospitable and civil to such as visit them, they trea
them with Tobaccoand with Cha, andif the friend be more then ordinary,
with Wine: They cause them first to sit down, nnd setting a Lack bow|
hefore them, will not suffer them to depart before they have tasted of it:
they sing, they pipe, and play upon such stringed instruments as they have,
to rcjnycc their Guests, omitting no mnnncr of carouses and kindnessesto
testifie their welcome, and the value they put upon their conversation.
They never quarrel in their debauches, but he that is first drunk retires and
sleeps, until the fumes of the wine be evaporated.

Francois Caron

NEGROLS

T h e y like seeing black people, especially Africans, and they will come 15
leaguesjust to see them and entertain them for three or four days.

Jorge Alvares

NOTES

FouR cLasses.InCartas, 1575, f.227.

SEVERALDIFFERENT CLASSES. Historia del Principio, pp. 1 29-130. The Furo-
peans generally referred to the nobles as tono or dono. T h e term daimyé was
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seldom used, although Frois, writing from Nagasaki on August 27, 1585,

.notes that “the principal lords are called Daimeos and they are Like counts and

marquesses,” while Avila mentions the term samurai. The word bonze, prob-
ably from bozu, a Buddhist monk, was introduced into Europcan lan-
guages by St. Francis Xavier.

THE sociAL crasses. True Description, p. 37. For conlirmation of Caron’s
description of the hard lot of the peasants in the Tokugawa age, sec Sancom's
Japan, A Short Cultural History, chap. XXI, The Tokugawa Régime.

the Eta. In Cartas, 1575, f. 293v. Frois makes this passing observation while
talking about the punishment meted out to Nichijo Shonin, mentioned in chap.
21. The eta were the pariah class and were assigned work considered unclean
according to Buddhist teaching. All such discrimination was abolished by law
in 1871 when the eta became officially known as the shinheimin, or new com-
moners, but prejudice dies hard. For more information, sec the article by Nino-
miya Shigeaki in T.A4.5.]., 2d serics, X (1933). The Poleas were a similar out-
cast class in Portuguese India. Their name, derived from the Tamil word
meaning field (for they were usually employed on the farns), has given the
Portuguese language the word empolearse, to be contaminated.

LEPERS. In Cnron, True Description,p.78.  This passing relerence is made by
Gysbertsz, in his account of the Christian persecution, when describing the
arrest of a Dominican {riar who had hidden for some ycnrs inaleper'shut.
He adds that lepers were not allowed to live in the towns but were forced to
build their huts in the open country.

THE FIVEC ARDINAL. VIRTUES. ]‘]i:lc)'!'l'd, | , Pp. 256257. ThC Fivc Cardinnl
Virtues {(or Gojo), generally listed as benevolence, justice, politeness, wisdom
and fdelity, are Confucian in inspiration. Although Rodrigucs mentions Con-
fucius (Coxi), as well as Lao-Tsu (Lautgne) when describing China, he does
not mention Confucianism as such in his treatise on Japan. The moral code
governing the five human relations is known as Gorin in Japanese.

VENERATE THEIR KING. In Camara Manoel, Misses, p. 119. The king men-
tioned in this passage would be merely a baron and not the absolute ruler of the
entire country. Alvares’ observation that the Japanese looked down on Furo.

peans “for speaking roughly™ is borne out by Japancse records.
PECULIAR FORM OF GOVERNMENT, [{istorta del Principio, pp. 128-129.
taxes. AL-A, XXXVIT(1934), p. 33.  According to Cocks, 10 mace, equalling

one tael, were worth five shillings, so the value of the three nrace mentioned
in the text would have heen about 1/6d. Although Hideyoshi decreed that
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UNLIKE ANY OTHER PEOPLEL

They also have rites and ceremonies so different from those of all the ather
nations that it seems they deliberately try to be unlike any other -people.
The things which they do in this respect are bevond imagining and it may
truly be said that Japan is a world the reverse of Europe; everything is so
different and opposite that they are like us in practically nothing. So grea
is the difference in their food, clothing, honours, ceramonies, Tinguage,
management of the houschold, in their way of negotiating, sinting, build-
ing, curing the wounded and sick, teaching and bringing up children, and
in cverything clse, that it can b neither deseribed nor understood.

Now all this would not be surprising if they were like so manvy barbar
ans, b u t what astonishes m ¢ i s that they behave as very prudentand
cultured people in all these matters. To sec how everything isthe reverse of
Europe, despite the factthat their ceremontes and customs are so cultured
and founded on reason, causes no litlc surprise to anvone who understands
such things. What iseven more astonishing is that thev areso differemt
from us, and even contrary to usys regards the sensesand naturalthings;
this is something which I wouldnatdare to affirm if 1 had nothad so much
experience among them. Thus theirtaste is so different from oursthatthev
generally despise and dislike the thing thatwe find most pleasing;onthe
other hand, we cannot stand the things which they like.

Alessandro Valigrano, S]]

TIMES OF DAY

We count the hours from one to 12; the Japancse count them in thisway:
six, five, 4, 9,8, 7,6, and so on.
Luis Frois, S.].
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HOURS OF THEDAY

Both the Chinese and the Japanese count the hours by names of animals.
The artificial day begins atsix o'clock in the morning when the sun rises in
the middle of their hour of the I1are. Then follows the hour of the Dragon,
which begins atseven o'clock and ends atnine; next comes the hour of the
Scrpcnt, which begins atmineandendsat cleven. Then follows the hour of
the Harse, which begins atcleven, renches its midpoint at noon and
finishes at one. The hour of rhc Goat lasts from one to three, the hour of
the Monkey from three to five. The last hour of the d:\y, that of the Cock,
bcgins at five, with the day finishing at six o'clock with the setting of the
sun in the middle of this hour.

Thus the artificial dny is divided up into six of their hours or twelve of
ours. After these six hours night begins from six o’clock and continues in
thesame fashion until midnight andthence to sis in the morning when the
night comes tn anecnd. Thusthe nightalso lastssix of their hours, twelve of
ours. They divide each of their hours into eight quarters which they call
koku, or, in Chinese, ke, although in olden times they used to make ten
divisions, that is, two short onesand eight long ones. The first four
quarters, lasting until the middle of the hour, arecalledthe first prime, the
second prime, the third prime andthe fourth prime. Then comes the half-
hour, followed by four quarterscalled the first. sccond, third and fourth
divisions after the half-hour. After that comes the name of the following
hour.

Joao Rodriguces, S|J.

FIRE-CLOCKS

Thc]npnncsc do not possess ordinary clocks with which to tell the time,
but the bonzes have very ingenious fire-clocks to measure the time both on
long and short days in order to know the hour of prayer and when to ring
or sound the bells in their tcmplcs. And for this they have fixed measure-
ments thot depend on the length of the dny, which, whether it be long or
short, is always divided up into six hours.

DS 28 Ay
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They make the clock in this way. They take a square wooden box and
fill it with a kind of fine sifted ash; this ash is very dry and they makethe
surface of it very flat. On this surface they drawa continuous linc of
furrows of a determined length, breadth and depth in the form ofnsqu.‘lrc,
and they Al these furrows with a dry scented powder, or flour, obtained
fr o m the bark of & certamree. They set hight to the end of one ol die
furrows and the hre contrmues to burn very slowly so that one of the
squares is burnt up cvery hour. Theycan thus measure the tme very
accurately for they know fromexpericnce how to regulateitso thatthe fire
continues to burn in the sameway nnd at the same rntc. The furrow is
made proportionately longer or shorter ."lccnrdinf,v to the lcngth or shortness
of the dny and night.

[odo Rodrigues, S.[.

ADDITIONAL MONTII

Every four ycars they havethe custom of inscrting a month, which they
call wru-tsuki, so thatthree yenrs eachhave twelve months, whilethe
fourth hasthirtcen, for the month is added in the fourth year. Butitis not
always inscrtedat the same timc; sometimes they put it in nfter the third
month (or sangatsi), whichthey then counttwice, and ot other times they
inscrt i tat t h e end ol the cighth month, which is then counted twice
over.

Bermardeno de Avda Godn

YEAR NAMES

Amongst which were presented two young Tygers brought from Syam,
for may it plcase Your Lordship to understand the Japansareaccustomed
to name (or calle) their yeares after the names of wild hests and birds, und
amongst the rest one yeare 1s called the Tiger yeare, in which this Emper-
our feyasuwas borne and this yeare falleth out to bethe Tiger yeare, soc
that his dcvincrs and southsaiers doe enterpret it to presage the mperours
death.
Richard Cocks
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ERAS

They count the years by emns in the following manner. They remember the
past erns (of which there nre agrcatmany) by the various events, the good
and bad fortune, and the notable happenings which occurred, for the erns
both beginand end with these, But asregards the present era, they know
neither howlong it willlastnor when the nest one will begin. The lastcra
was called Bunroku, while the present one hns been named Keichd. The
dairt nnmes thesceras cither of his ownwilland pleasure, orat the request
of the kanpaln, or field-marshall.

Bernardino de AvilaGirén

CALCULATION OF AGE

They caleulate aperson’s age in the following way. 1f the child is horn but
two days before the end of the year,they reckon it to he two years old when
the new yenr begins. And so in lessthanayear nnd ahalf,they reckon it to
be three years old.

Bernardino de AvilaGirén

LINEAR MEASUREMENTS

The Japanese use the samelincar measurementsas the Chinese, although
the names nre somewhat different. They have, for example,a long foot and
a short foot; the latter is the snme as the mathemnticnl foot nnd corresponds
to the Chinese short foot, nnd is in common use. The first of their
measurements they call i (the snme as the Chinese firen); it is also called
fun, meaning a point or a degree in Japanese.

10 bu make one sun, which is the length between the knuckles of the
thumb
1o sun make one shaku, or foot, or an ordinary covado

5 shaku mske onchiro,anell or geometric pace
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2 hiro or 10 shaku make one jd, or pole
‘6 shakumake one ken, a unit of six feet for measuring land
600 ken make one chd, the Japancse furlong measuring 72 paces
6 ché mnke one Kamdri, or 432 paces (or two Chinese 1)
36 ¢hé make one court 74, or 2,592 paces (or 12 Chinese /1)
48 cho make one Satkokuri, or 3,450 paces (or 16 Chineselr).
Jodo Rodrigues, S.]

DISTANCES

There is no need to enquirc nhout distances because allthe leagues arc
measured out, with a mound and two trees to mnrk the end of each onc.
Should it happenthataleaguc ends in the middle of astreet theywill do
no mnn afavour by making the measurement cither longer or shorner, bin
pull doswn the housesthere in ortler to sctup the sign.

Rodrigo de Vieero y Velusen

HORSEMANSHIP

In riding, the horsemcn mount their steeds on the right side, placing their
feet in the stirrupsin astrangefashion, as they throw theirweight on tothe
heel and not on the [ore-part of the foot aswe do. The bridlesthevhold in
both hands, as we do whenwe ride on the curhy, drawing the reins now in
one direction and now in another. These bridles consist of acord of silk or
of cotton and nre nttnched to an iron bit of the simpleststyle in the horse's
mouth. And when they are fighting they tie, or nttnch, thebridies to their
breast and control the movements of the horse by swaying their persons
this wny nnd that, lecaving their hands{rce for the mnnngcment of their
weapons, which are arquchuses, spears and bows and arrows. They also
make use of those scimitars of theirs of which they always wear two o
three, stuck in their girdles, one being larger than the other and made
the fashion of a sword, and the other smaller in the shape of aponiard, hut
all alike being curved in shape andwith onlya single edge.
Francesco Carlett
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A PALLANKIN

I hada Pallankin appointed for me, and a sparc Horse led by, to ride when
| plcascd, very well set out. Sixe men appointed to cnrric my Pallankin in
plninc and even ground. But where the Countrcy grew hilly, ten men were
allowed mc thereto. The Guardian whom King Hoinsentalong with us,
did from time to time and place to place by warrant, take up these men and
Horsestoscrve our turnes,as the Post-mncters doe here in England:asalso
lodging at night. According to the custome of the Countrcy, | hada slave
nppointcd to runne with a Pike before mce.

John Saris

ROWING

There came out alarge number of little boats, which thev call fune, to tow
us in. Thesc nrc rowed in afashion quite different from thatusual in our
boats. For, wherens we in rowing direct the blade of the onr towards the
bows of the boat, then thrust it into the water through which we pull it,
andwhereas we sit to row with our faces towards the stern, they in rowing
do not pull the oar, nor dip it into the water, nor do they sit, but standing
upright back to back with their faces towards the seaand their feet on the
bulwarks (to which the oarsare attached on either side of the boat some
feet from the end) they push the oars hither and thither with a very rapid
motion, alwnys keeping the blades covered, and thus propel the boat
through the sea, singing cheerful sea-shanties as they row.

Francesco Carlett

GALLEY-JUNKS

The great bont, wherein | went the voyage from Hirndo to the Empcrcr's
court, hns 16 oars on each side and a handsome cabin. Their manner of
rowing is smnding and sculling with their oar, after the manner of sculling
a skiff by one man. These galley-junks have planks wherenn to I;]y the oars
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along the outside of the gunwale. They nrc also fitted with rails and wast-
cloths to aman's height and provided with mats, which i n rainy weathe
they spread over head, so thnt no wet canenter, Hence, when it rains, if the
wind he ever so fair, they will not set a sail, but making the mast the rufl-
tree, preferto coverall over and row underncath.

Their mode of rowing gives the houtfar greater way than ours, and that
without any flashing or striking i n the water, so that vou shall not e
them until they approach within two or three boats-length. Theirmarmars
when rowing commonly sing with a loud voice, but in suchconcordthat
when Captain Cocks’ hont came on board for the first time Tandmostof
the crew thought thnt we had heardthe playing of waits.

Ralph Coppindall

CORMORANT FISHING

July 25,1617.—1 forgot to note downe how Soyemaon Dono made afishing
over against English Howse with cormorants made fast to long cordes
behind their winges, and bridles from thenee befare theirneckes to keepe
the fish from entring their bodics, so thatwhenthey tookitthey coutdake
yt out of their throates again.

Richard Cocks

WOMEN DIVERS

All alongst this Coast, and so up to Osaka, we foundwomen divers, that
lived with their household and family in hoats upon the water, asin
Holland they do the like. These women would catch fish by diving, which
by net and lines they missed, andthat in eight fathome deep; their eycs by
continuall diving doe grow as red as blood, whereby you may know a
diving woman from all other womcn.

fohn Saris

GOLD MINING IN EZO

Their way of extracting gold from these mines is as follows. When they
have decided on the mountain range in which, according to the cxpcrts,
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WOMEN'S NAMES

Among us, women arc called after saints; the names of Japancse women

are pan, crane, tortaise, sandal, tea, cane,

Leas Frois, 8.

NECESSITY OF FANS

In Europe a man would be considered very effeminate if he carried a fan
and used itin public; in Japan it would be taken as a sign of lowliness and
poverty for a man not to carry one in his sash and use it

Luts Frois, S,

WASHING

They wash twice a day and do not worry at all if their privy parts are
seen.

Jorge Alvares

°<“RBLIC BATHS

Europeans take a bath privately in their houses; in Japan, men, women
and bonzes wash in public baths or at night in the porches of their
houses.

Luis Frois, S.].

HANDKERCHIEFS

In the bosom formed by folding one side of the robe over the other, as has
already been said, they carry a handkerchief to wipe away sweat, and also

many sheets of very soft clean paper on which to blow their noses and spit
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when they are inside carpeted rooms. This paper is used throughout the
entire kingdom and is very necessary for the sake of cleanliness. And
cvcrybody——nohlcs‘ commoners, women and children—carries in his breast
his own handkerchief to blow his nosc on or for other purposcs. When the
nobles and gentry blow their noscs, they use asheet of paper which they
afterwards throw away and thus observe great cleanliness. For this reason

there is a great abundance of this paper throughout the kingdom.
Jodo Rodrigues, S.[.

SMALL NOSTRILS

We pick our noses with our dhumb ar index fingers: the Japanese use then

little finger because their nostrils are small.
Luis Frows, S

TOOTHPICKS

Qur toothpicks arc very short, while Japancse anes are sometimes morc

than a span long.
Luis Frois, 8.

TEETH CLEANING

The Japanese clean their tecth in the morning before washing their face
with the same care with which we clean our teeth after meals.
Latis Frois. S

CURE OF THE SICK

Their methods of curing the sick are even more surprising. Their medi-
cines and way of looking after patients are completely different from ours;

everything which we would give a sick person, they forbid, and what we
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would forbid, they give them. And so they regard hens, chickens, sweet
things and practically all the foods we would give patients as being
unwholesome for them; on their part they prescribe fresh and salted fish,
sea-snails and other hitter, salty things, and they find from experience that
they do pnticnts good. They never bleed a person, and their purges are
sweet-smelling and gentle-in this they certainly have an advantage over
us for our purges are evil-smelling and harsh.

No less astonishing are their methods of treating women when they are
pregnant and at childbirth. All the maidens and women before they
conceive wear a broad silk sash tied around them so loosely that it easily
slips down, and they very much like going around wearingloosc clothing.
When, however, they conceive, the sash is tied so tightly that they look as if
they want to burst. So even when they are heavy with child, their ﬁgurc is
slimmer and their stomach less noticeable than hefore they were pregnant.
| really do not know how they do not kill both themselves and their babies
by doing this, hut they declare that experience teaches thata difficult birth
will follow if a pregnant woman is not bound up tightly in this way.
Immediatcly after the birth mothers and their babies are washed with cold
water, and they have to remain seated for many days without lying down,
for they say that they would bc choked by the blood rushing to the head if
they were to do so; during these days they must eat very light food. From
all of this we can see how different are their methods of curing people.

Alessandro Valignano, S.J.

PURGES AND MOXA

There are many physicians in Japan who avail themselves of hooks written
in China; they restore people to health with simple medicines and potions
made by bailing roots. They also administer purges in cnndicd pills so that
they may be taken more easily. | once saw a doctor give a purge to a
patient, and he told him that when he did not wish to be purgedany
longer he should place his feet in cold water; and when he did so, he did
not feel any harm and his purging came to an end. They alsomake use of
little halls of fire and apply them to the part of the body where they
experience pain-for example, to the stomach and back in order to cure
worms, which breed a great deal with the rice. In this method they
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cauterize hy applying burning pellets of what looks like floss to the flesh
until a blister is produced. In many llinesses they obtain muchreclicl from
this remcdy, for they say thateach and every sickness arises from heing
chilled. The Japanesc subsist on adict which contains very litthe nourish-
ment, and although they are very vigorous when they are in good health
and give the appearance of being well nourished, yet whenthey have the
slightest headache or illness they have no life in them. They make much
use of physicians and medicines.
Marcelo de Ribadeneira, O.F M.

ACUPUNCTURE AND MOXA

The Japancse nrc generally very healthy, on accountof the climate which is
temperate and healthy, and also beeause they eat but linde and never drink
cold water, which is the catse of many complaints. When they fall sick,
they recover in avery short ime without taking hardly any medicme.
nearly all their sicknesses they arcaccustomed to having their stomach,
arms and back, etc, picrced with silver needles, and at the same time they
cauterisc with herbs. They sleep hut little and their sleepis very lightand
for that reason they drink tea. On sccountof this and because they cat
sparingly, they have very good judgement and understanding. They pick
up our way of writing in less than two months, and they haveexcellent
memories for any child can repcata message, no matter how long it may
be, just as it was told him.
Lourenco Mcxia, S ..

MOXA

M ay 28 1617.—And this day inthe mornyng they decked all the caves of
their howses with green flagges (o r segges) mingled with an other green
herhc, which they keepe all the yeare after, drying the said herbe, and
make littell mattches to burne their bodies, legges, or armes, or any parte
wherein they fcclc payne, which they doe in place of letting blood. | say,
wheare we use to lett blond wponoccation to sick persons, they use to hurne
them with this herbe, and estecme that cnnsecrntccl this day the best.
Richard Cocks
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SMALLPOX

June 18,1615.—1 rcccved a letter from Jorge Durois, dated in Nagasaki, le
22nd of June, new stile, wherin hc advized me that no man would buy all
our wheate till the shiping come from the Manillias. He wrot me that
above 2,600 persons are dead in Nagasaki this yeare of the smallpox,
amongst whome his boy Domingo and a woman slave are two, since he
wrot me his last letter.

Richard Cocks

TOBACCO

August 7, 1615.—Gon-no-Suke Dono came to the English hnwse, and
amongst other talk tould me that the King had sent hym word to burne all
the tohnco, and to suffer non to be drunk in his government, it being the
Emperours pleasure it should be so; and the like order geven thorowghout
all Japon. And that he, for to begyn, had burned 4 piculs or C. wight this
day, and cost him 20 tael picul; and hnd geven orders to all others to do the
like, and to pluck up all which was planted. It is strange to see how these
Japons, men, women, nnd children, are besotted in drinking that herb; and
not ten yenres since it was in use first.
Richard Cocks

WAY OF SITTING

Their way of sitting causes no less suffering because they kneel on the floor
and sit back on their heels, or, as we would say, squat. This is a very restful
position for them, but for others it is very wearisome nnd painful until they
gradually become accustomed to it in the course of time.

Alessandro Valignann, S.].
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TEACHERS

With us, lay teachers instruct children in reading and writing; in Japan the

bonzes teachthem in their monasterics.

Luis rois, S.].

EDUCATION

In Japanthe sons of nobles, lords, the aristocracy and gentlefolk learn to
read and write. There nre usually no public schools. The nobles maintain
in their houses amaster to teach their sons, while other children go tn
receive their lessons at the bonzcs' monasteries; some stay atthe monaster-
ies for their studics, hut othersreturn home daily if the manastery is nenr
their homes. These monasteries nf the bonzesalso serve as universities for
those who study philosophy and thesciences and want 10 follow an
ecclesiastical cnrecr. In the district of Band6, in the kingdom of Shimano-
tsuke, there is a university called Ashikaga, whither students flock frnm all
over Japan in order to study all the sciences which nremught there gratis.
Joao Rodrigues, S.|.

NOTLS

UNLIKEANY OTHER PEOPLE. Flistoria del Principio, pp. 142-143.  Valignano per
onto specify some of the differences in Japanese life; their colour of mourning,
for example, is white, their music sounds harsh to Western ears, ctc. Most of
these differencesare mentioned by Frois in his < razado.

TiMEs oF DAY. Tratado, chap. 5, no. 14. Frois’ convenient phrase "and so on"
is hardly self-explanatory. The Japanese hour lasted two European hoursand
Frois'list of hours would be equivalent in Europe to Gan., 8an, 10401,
noon, 2p.M.,4P.M., 6 p.m.and so on. The hours were counted from nine to
four, withthreeto one omitted, because rhrce preliminary strokes were rung
on the bells asa warning that the hour was about to be struck. Thelength of
the hour was not constant, for the sixth hour was fixed by thectime of sunrise
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room, although sometimes it may be twelve feet long and correspondingly
high. They place asalver on the step atthe bottom of the alcove and on it
they put an old vase, made of copper, iron or some other material,
containing seasonable flowers. They do this in all four seasons of the year
for they use the flowers thathappen to be availableat rhc time. There are
many rules regarding th e way o f putting the Howers into the vase and
private people learn rhem by reading books and practising under teachers,
always making it their best endeavour to imutate nature and its lack of
artificiality. One flower will perhapslean over this way, another that way,
while others are set among plants which grow near rhcrn in nature. Some
of the flowers will be in bloom, others only half-open, others still in bud,
but each Rower is put in aplace where it seems naturally to belong. They
avoid anything smacking of the artificiality with which wemake up large
bouquets of flowers, bunched together to obtain abeautifulbutunnatural
effect. The Japanese and Chinesetake greatdehight in rhe contemplation of
the things of nature and their lack of artificiality, and witha greatdeal of
skill they try to reproduce themasf{aras they can. The same may bc said
about their paintings and their gardens,and the trees nnd flowers planted
therein.

In the middle of the snmc alcove they hang a renowned and admired
painting by an outstanding master of olden times, or a scroll bczlring their
hieroglyphic letters written by some esteemed calligrapher of by-gone days,
for indeed their writing is more a kind of painting than script. Some of
these ancient pnintings and scrolls with writing nrc worth thousands of
cruzados and others are valued at many hundreds, nnd it is quite beyond
belief how they are prized and regarded as wealth and gems.

Joao Rodrigues, S.].

DIFFERENT SCALE OF VALUES

It is no less astonishing to see the importance that they attach to things
which they rcgnrd as the trcnsurcs of ]apnn, although to us such things
seem trivial and childish; they, in their turn, look upon our jewels and
gems as worthless. You must know that in every part of Japan they drink a
brew made of hot water and a powdered herb, called cha. They greatly

esteemn this drink and all the gentry havea special room in their houses
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where thcy make this brew. The Japanese for hot water is yer and the herb
is called ¢ha, so they call the room reserved for drinking it cha-no-yu. This
drink is the most esteemed and venerated thing in the whole country and
the principal nobles take special pains to learn how to make it. Somerimes
they will make it with their awn hands to show special affection and
hospitality towards their guests. Beeause of the importance that they el
to cha-no-yu, they highly prize certain cups and vessels which are used
this ceremony. The principal utensils are o kind of castiron por (which
they call kunse) and some small iron tripods, used merely as o stand for the
lid of the pot when the ¢ha is being brewed.

They also have a kind of carthenware howls {rom which the cha s
drunk; the cha itsell is kept in containers, in big ones 1o store the herly all
the year round and in small ones to keep the herb after it has been ground
ready for use, and it is this powder which they use 10 make the diink,
Among these vessels is a certain kind which is prized beyond all beliet and
only the Japancse can rccnginsc it. Quite oftenanc of these vessels, tripods,
bowls nr caddics will fetch three, four or six thousand ducars and cven
more, althoughto our eyesthey appear completely worthless. The king of
Bungo ance showed me a small carthcnware caddy for whic n, inall reinh,
wc would have no other use thanto put i i a bird's cage asadiinking.
trough; nevertheless, he had paid g.ooo silver twels (or aboutg.000 ducas)
for it, although I would certainly not have given twa farthings for 1. One
of our Christians showed mc aspart of the treasure of the city of Sakaione
o f these iron tripods, which had speciat worth for it had heen repaired
three times; he has bought it for goo faels (or aboutr,400 ducats) although
| myself would not have given mnre for it than for the caddy of the king of
Bungo.

The surprising thing is that,although thousands of similar caddies and
tripods nre made, the Japancse no more value them thanwe do, The prized
pieces must have been made by certain ancient masters and the Japanese
can immediately pick o u t these valuable items from amang thousands of
others, just as Europcanjewellers can distinguish between genuine and
false stones. | do not think that any European could acquire such an
appreciation of these cha vessels, becnusc however muchwe may examine
them, we can never manage to understand in what consists their valuc and
how they nrc different from the others. In thesame way, apiece of paper
with a painting of a little bird or asmall tree clone in black ink willbe
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bought and sold among them for three, four or ten thousand ducatsititis
the work of a recognised ancient master, although it is quite worthless in
our eyes.

They value no less their /(atana, or swords, and the ocher weapons which
they use. Here there seems to he greater justification because a good sword
is prized in any country. However, they go to extremes here as well for
they spend three, four or six thousand ducats on a kattma. | once saw some
very valuable swords and amongst others one which the king of Bungo
showed me; he had bought it for 4,500 ducats, yet it carried neither gold
nor ornamentation hut only a blade of pure iron. Whenweaskthem why
they spend so much money on these objects, which of themselves are
worthless, t h ey answer that they d o 1t for the sime reason us we buy a
diamond or aruby for a great price, a thing which causes them no less
astonishment, They ndd that buying expensive jewels is no less foolish than
the custom, which we criticise in them, of buying such things at similar
prices. Indeed, they declare thatthe things that they huy andtreasure at
least serve some purpose and thus their desire to give so much money for
them i s less reprehensible than th e conccit o f Eurapcans whao purchase
prccinus stones which serve for nothing.

Alessandro Valignuno, S J.

TEA UTENSILS

There is a custom among the noble and wealthy Japanese to show their
crensurcs to an honourcd guest at his departureas a tnken of their esteem.
These treasures are made up of the utensils with which they drink a
powdcrcd herb, called cha, which is a delicious drink once one becomes
used to it. To make this drink, they pour half a nutshell of this powdered
herb into a porcelain bowl, and then adding very hot water they drink the
brew. All the utensils used for this purpose are very old-the iron kettles,
the porcelain bowl, the vessel containing the water to rinse the porcelain
bowl, the tripod on which they place the lid of the iron kettle so as not to
lay it on the mats. The vessel containing the <A@ powder, the spoon used to
scoop it out, the ladle to draw the hot water from the kettle, the hearth-all
these make up the treasures of Japan, just as rings, gems and necklaces of
precious rubies and diamonds do with us. There are experts who evaluate
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s u ¢ h utensils and act as brokers when they are bought. Best quality ¢/
costs about nine or ten ducats a poundand is drunk at gatheringsat which
the host, according to his means, shows ofl his treasurcs. These gatherings
are held in special houses, which are used only on such occasions and are
kept wonderfully clean.

At nine o’clock the next clay they sent an invitation to me, a Japanese
Brother and another man, a rich and very good Christian who looks nfrer
all our affairs in Japan. They conk me by the side of his apartmentstoa
small door, just big enough for aman t o pass through comfortably.
Entering through this door, wewent along 3 narrow cornidor and up i
cedar staircase ol such incredihly finc workmanship that wescemed to be
the first to have ever used it. We came into asquare courtyard measuring
about a dozen feet either way, and passing along a verandah we entered
the house where we were to eat. The place wasa little larger thanthe
courtyard andscemedto have been made by angels rather than by men.
On one side of the room rhere wasa sort of cuphoard whichone findsaver
here and nearby was ihenrth of black earthenware, about 1 yardin
circumference, which strangely enough shone ke o polished muror,
although it was as black as pitch. A pleasingly wrought kettle stood ona
handsome tripod, and the ashes on which the live conls Tay looked Tk
ground eggshells. No words can describe.thc order and cleanliness of nall,
but this is not so surprising when you consider that they pay great
attention to such little details and chink of nothing else. My fricnd told mic
that Sancho had been lucky enough to buy the kettle for Goo ducats,
although it was worth very much more.

When we were sentcd, they began to scrve the meal. | cannotrecom
mend the food, for in this respect Japan is a most barren place; butas
regards the service, arder, cleanliness andthe utensils, | donaotthinkuis
possible to hc served anywhere in the world with greater cleanliness and
order than in Japan. Even if a thousand men were cating, not a word is
heard from the waiters and everything is done in amarvellously orderly
way.

When dinner was ovcr, we all knelt down and said grace, for such is the
good custom observed by the Christians in Japan. Then with his own
hands Sancho madecand served the che,the powder 1 mentioned above,
Afterwards h e showed m ¢ from amang his many treasures 1 smalliron

tripod, about aspanin circumference, on which the kettle hid s placed
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when s removed from the kettde, 1 took it in my hands and saw that it
was soworn withage in many parts that it had broken in two places and
had been soldered. He told me that it was one of the most valuabletripods
in Japanand had cost him 1,030 ducats, although he himself considered it
to be warth a great deal more. All these utensils were kept in costly silk
and damask bags inside rich caskets. H e told me that he awned other
valuable picces, but would not show them to me then as theywere stored
away in arather inaccessible place, hut hc promised tobring them out
when 1 returned, The valucof his treasures is not allthatremarkable,
because there is aman in Miynko who hns an earthenware cha caddy,
about the size of aclay cup, which is worth 30,000 ducats. | do not mean
thatit would realise this price, but mnny princes would give 10,000 ducats
for it. There are many containers nf this type worth three. four or five
thousand ducats and they are often boughtand sold. Some of their swords

also fetch similar prices.
Luis de Almeida, S].

INNUMERABLE CEREMONIES

The Japanesc have such innumerable ceremonies thatnobody knows all of
them and they have many books which deal with nothing but these
cerernnnirs. They make use of seven or cightjust to drinkalittle water and
they have more thnn thirty regarding the use of the faniandihere is an
infinitc number regarding their way of eating and sending gifts and their
social dealings. They have no other learning or study save rhis and the
study of the language.
Lourengo Mexia, S].

THE TEA CEREMONY

The purpose of this gathering to drink tea and of the conversation thereat
3s not for the guests to deliver long speeches, but rather that they may
calmly and moderately contemplate within themselves the things they see
there; this they do, not to compliment the host on them, but rather to
understand in this wny the mysteries which are enclosed therein. In
keeping with this purpose, everything employed in the ceremony is as
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nature created it-rustic, unrcfined and simple, as would befitalonely
country hermitage. For thisreasonthe house, the path approaching it and
the utensils used there are all of this quality. Thus they do not make use of
spacious rooms and richly dccornted apartments for this gatheringasthey
would in ordinary social usage, nor do they usc dishes of delicate chinaor
other rich and choice vessels. Instead, the effects of wealth are moderated
within the very confines of the houses in w hic h they dwell by a smull
cottage, thatched with straw and reccels. 1t is fashioned from timber as
rough as if it had come from athickctand one old piece of waodismerely
fixed to another. This is done in imitation of an old room or desert
hermitage, worn out with age and constructed roughly and rustically from
the things obtained from the surrounding wilderness. Everything is leftin
its natural state, and there is no artificiality or genteelness apparent, but
only decrepitude and nnturnincss.

The vessels and dishesused in this gathering are not of gold or silver o
any ather precious material, nor are they richly and finelv wronghe:
instenel thev are made of clay or iron withoutany polish or cmbellishmant,
nor withanything which might attract the appetite 1o desire them an
account of their heauty and Tustre. In keeping, however, with their natu
rally melanchaly dispasition and judgement, and, also, with the porpose
for which they collect such things, the Japanesefind such mystericsinthese
ten utensils that they attribute to them, as well as t o their ancient swords
and daggers, the valuc and w o r t h which ather peaple place in preaions
stones, pearls and old medals. 1 n fact the Japanese regard these things s
their gems and medals, as we shall say heraafter. Above all else they pn
more attention to the cleanliness of everything. however small, inthie
rustic and nncicnt setting than cnn be casily imagined. Because they greatly
value and enjoy this kind of gathering to drink tea, they spend large sums
of money in building such a house, rough though it maybe, andin
purchasing the things nceded for drinking the kind of tea which is offcred
in these meetings. Thus there nrc utensils, albeit of carthenware, which
come to be worth ten, twenty or thirty thousand crizados or cvenmare—a
thing which will appear as madness and barbarity to other nations tha
hear of it.

At acertain hour of the appointed day cach one robes himsclf neatly and

modestly; lay people shave the head, while thebonzesand those who have
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performed inkyo shave the head and chin. Wearing new stockings they
proceed to the private gate through which access is gained to the woods.
Outside this gate there is a swept terrace, which, together with rhe walls, is
ncwly watered for the sake of freshness. The gate is so small and low that a
person cnn enter only by stooping down. In front of the gate there is a
rough clean stone where the guests change their sandals before entering
the wood and put on new clean ones, so asnot to soil the stonesof thepath
for they arevery clean and well watered.

Up to this point the gate has been locked from within, but now comes
the master of the house, opens it and thrusting his head outside bids the
guests welcome. He closes the gate without locking it and then returns
through the wood by a private path reserved for his use andenters his
house; he neither goes in nor goes out of the teahouse. Once he has
withdrawnthc guests open the gate, enter and then lock it again from the
inside. For a short while they sit there, resting in an arbourand gazing at
the wood. Then they walk along the path through the wood up to the tea
house, quietly contemplating everything they see-the wood itself, individ-
ual trees in their natural setting, the paving stones and the rude stone
trough for washing the hands. Crystal-clear water flows from this basin
and may be poured into the hands by a jug which is to bc found there, and
the guests may wash their hands if they so wish; in winter hot water is
placed there on account of the cold. They now approach the cattage; the
closed door is set somewhat above ground level and is just large enough for
apersontopass through provided he stoops. They rcmnve their fans and
duggcrs {rom their sashes and drposit them in a kind of cupboard placed
there outside for that purpose. Then they open the door and leaving their
sandals there all go inside, after observing due etiquette asto who shall
enter first. The master of the house is not present hut some of the tea
utensils are already prepared.

Then without saying a word they begin to contemplate everything they
sec there. Each guest first of all goes by himself to the tokonomain the
middle of the room in order to look at the flowers that are placed there in
an old copper or iron vase or in an old basket of a special shnpc. After that
he regards the hanging scroll with its painting or written text, and
contemplates the painting or considers the meaning of the text. Then he
goes to see the hearth, the pot and the live charcoal, as well as a sort of ash
so neatly and tastefully laid out that it leaves nothing to be desired, He next

22

Art and Culture 267

looks at all the other thingsoncby ane, rad then taspects the very hause
itself, the reed windows adarned with osicrs,the roof overhcad made of old
reeds, smoke-drictl butverv clean and neat, the grain of the wood, and
everything else in the hermitage. Finally he goes and sits down in his place
in silence. When everybody hasfinished his Inspection andhassquatted on
his knees, the master of the house opens an inside door, and entering the
hut he thanks his guests for having come to his retreat while they return
him thanks for having invited them.

Then they converse gravely and modestly on wholesome topics for a
short time, until the master of the house rises and fetches thecharcealand
the ash in special containers with a suitable copper spoon. | e takesthe pot
from the hearth, places it to one side and begins to put on more charcon]
All draw ncnr to watch him put on the charcoal for it 1s done in a special
way; only alittle is used and eachi piece is carefully put into position, and
fine ash is poured around to obtain a pleasing effect. This charcoal is made
from a certain wood which immediately kindles and does not throw out
sparks; it is round in shape, as it was naturally before it was cut by a very
fine saw, burnt and matlc into charcoal. He next replaces the pot and pours
water into it so that it may boil. A small quantity of sweet perfume kept for
the purpose is placed in the ashand, although it does not burn, it givesoffa
pleasant smell in the hnusc.

This done, he collects the vessels together, sweeps up with great diligence
and goes back into thehouse,saying to the gucsts that it is time for them to
eat in order to drink the ten. Hc brings out the fare with his own hands
and places it before cnchgucst, beginning with the senior person. The food
is most cleanly arranged with rice and raw sAiro and two other good dishes
well set out; then he brings the second course of bird or fish shrro with
other dishes. The quantity of the foodissuchthat it can be caten without
any superfluity, and henee there are not many dishes, hutonly twa ar three,
A bowl of rice s athand{or each guest to take whathe requires. The host
th e n retires inside, closes the d o o r and leaves the guests to cat. They
observe a decp silence and do not say a word, cscept 1o ask for something
necessary in a low voice. From time to time the host comes out to sce if they
want any more shiro, and he goes and fetches it for them. Then in due
course he brings a varnished jug with a spout containing hot wine, and
cups for each one. He places it in front of the guests for cachone to take
and drink what he will, without being pressedto drink more. When all
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dcclinc, he collectsthe wine, takesaway the second course of shiroand
ﬁnnlly brings hot water and each guest takes as much as he wants.

When this has been done, he takes the dishes one by one inside and then
brings out fruit and a suitable dessert on a tray for each person, and retires
inside. When they have eaten the fruit, they collect these trays and place
them near the service door; then they leave the house, close the door and go
into the wood to wash their hands and mouth in preparation for drinking
ten. As soon as they havegone ou, the host locks the door from within,
sweeps the little house with his own hands, takes away the flowers and puts
in others of a different kind. When all is ready he opens the door slightly
andretires, thus giving the guests to understand that thry may enter, After
they have washed their hands and mouth, the guests come into the house
again and once more inspect cvcrything there, including the utensils for
serving ten, and then in complete silence each one sits down in his place.
The host now appears and asks if they wish to drink tea? They thank him
and say that they do. He comes out with the necessary utensils,and should
he own a valuable caddy he brings the powdered ten inside it, enclosed
within a silk bag. He takes off the bag and puts down the caddy, and
washes and dries the porcelain dishes. He then pours the ten into the dish
with 2 bamboo spoon, and having put in a spoonful of the powder he says,
“Your Honnurs had better drink this tea weak for it is very poor stuff.” But
the guests beg him to make it stronger for they wish to drink it thus as they
know it is excellent. So he puts in as much ten as is necessary, and with a
special iug draws off hot water from the pot and while it is still very hot he
pours it on top of the powder. He next stirs it with a bamboo whisk and
places it on the mat in front of the guests, who then pay each other
compliments as to who shall drink first. The senior guest bcgins first and
takes three sips before handing it to the second guest, and thus rhc ten goes
round until they have finished drinking.

Jodo Rodrigucr, S.J.

NOTES

PAPER. Hiadria, I, p. 148. The Han dynasty of China lasted from 206 n.c. to
221a0.and is called Knn in Japanese; hence the Japanese for Chinese ideo-
graphs is kanji,or Kanletters.
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THREE METHODS of prINTING, [hstdra, 11, ppo 52-54. 1 have included this
passage mainly on account of Westerninterest in Japanese prints. Rodrigues
observes that printing had beeninvented in China more than 1 600 years
previously and thence passed to Japan via Korea; he adds thnt therewere fewer
books in Japan than inChina, where there was'“aninfinite number,” which on
the whole were better produced. The British Muscum preserves what is claiimed
ta be the world’s oldest specimen of printing—a Buddhist text printed in Japan
from wooden blocks between the years 762-769 by order of the Empress
Shotoku. See Carter, The lnventionof Printing.

PAINTING. Histdria, 11, pp.1o=13.  This superb account, which so well catchies
the peculiar mood and genius of Japanese art, clearly demonstrates Rodrigues’
intimate knowledge and appreciation of Japanese culture and gives him a
unique position among the carly European writers. The same list of Aakker 1s
given in Vocabulario da Lingoa (f. 75v.), but no further explanation is given of
“the sight of a lovely fair,” which is obviously out of kecping with the other
seven views. Butin his Arte d a Lingoa (f. 226v.) Rodrigues gives the Chinese
ideographs of these Aakkei, from which the better translation, “The sight of a
lovely mountain town,” can be obtained. The Chinese Eight Views were
originally painted by Sung Ti during the Sung dynasty (gGo-1 27g) and are
usually called the Tzu-Siang Eight Views, because the views are connected wath
the Tzu and Siang rivers, which meet in southern China and flow into Lakc
Tung-ting. The Eight Views of Lake Biwa (or Omi Hukker), made famous by
Hiroshige's set of prints, are said to resemble the Chinese views. The Twenty-
Four Obediences presumably refers to the ‘Nijashi-k6, o+ the Twenty-Four
Paragons of Filial Piety, a collection of Chinese stories illustrating tis virtuc—
see Chamberlain’s Things Japanese under Filial Piety.

screens. In Cartas, 1598, 1, f1. 320v-321.  This passage is taken from Vilela's
lengthy but fascinating account of his tour of Miyako; the temple mentioned m
the opening sentence was Honkokuji, a Nichiren foundation. For further
information on bysbu (whence the Spanish and Portuguese word, biombo),
see Basil Grey's Japanese Sereen Pointing (London, 19s55). Of special interest
arc the nambanbyébu or Southern Barbarian screens painted in the late six-
teenth century, depicting Europeans (gencrally disembarking from a ship in
harbour) in contemporary Japan—sce T. Nagami's standard work, Namban
Bysbu Taisei (Tokyo,1930), and C.R. Boxer's article, Some Aspects of Portu-
guese Influence in Japan, T.].S., XXXI1(1936).

LITERATURE. .rte Breve, 1 qv-5. A great deal could be written about the works
mentioned in this unique passage, but the following bricf notes will have to
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while according to different estimates between 300,000 and 400,000 foli live
in the vicinity. At nny rntc it 1s certainly true that there is no larger place in
the known world,

Rodrigo de Vioero y Velusco

TEMPLES AND COURTESANS

The viceroy told me that in the city of Miyako alone there were 35,000
temples of their gods, as well as many hermitages. He also said that there
were some 50,000 registered public women, placed by the authorities in
special districts.

Rodrigo de Vivero y Velasco

SIGHT-SEEING IN MIYAKO, 1565

A's Brother Luis Almeidawas on his way back to Bungo, heand 1went
sight-sccing in this city of Miyako the sccond wecek after Laster, hecause
there nre many things to secand it is the custom of the Japanese to enjoy
themselves by going to rec the temples and ancient monuments of this part
of the country. I’cople nrc always coming from other kingdoms in order to
sce the sights, but as it is not possible to describe them all, 1 will only
mention in this letter the ones thatl still remember.

First of all we went with aparty of about 30 Christinns to see the place
of Kubo Sama, the lord of allJapan. Through the good offices of one of his
Christian servants, we were granted admittance andsaw some chambers
which are set apart for his recreation; they are certainly the cleanest,
pleasantest nnd most splendid apartments that Thave ever seen in my bom
days. In front of the windows of this suite wasa garden with delightful
andstrangc trees-cedars, cypresses, pines, orange-trees, aswellas other
varietics unknown in Europe—all of which were cultivated artificially, so
thatsome are shaped like bells, others like towers, others like domesand so
on. Thereare so mnny lilies, roses, violets and other Rowers with such
diverse coloursand scents (for much care is lavished upon them for his
enjoyment) that they cause much admiration among those who contin-
ually sec them and even more so among people like ourselves for whom

they nre so novel.
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They took u's thence to sec another garden within the same padace and
this seemed to us to be even better than the first one. The stablesarea
buildingmadc of cedar, in which they could well entertain great nobles.
The floor is covered all over with fine matting andeach of the horses 1s
kept in its separate compartment with wooden floors and walls. And all
these partsarc matted so that themen who look after these horses mny rest
themselves there.

On leaving by another gate we came out on to a streetwinch 1 suppose
would besix or sevenumes as broad as the Rua Nova in Lisbon and twice
as long. Ail along thissireet there were delightful trecr on bothsides. The
street comes to an end atthe palace of the Darri, who is the lord to whom
most honour s ducinall Japan; in ancient times he wasthe Emperor, hut
now hc is obeyed nolonger. Wesaw his palace and one of its gardens from
th e outside only, because nobody enters within save those who wait on
him. From whichever part you may leave the city, the outskirts arc very
lovely and the countryside is (he most uxuriant and agrecable of all Japan,
for there is no better place w the whole of this island than the site of this
Miyako.

From there wewentalong some longr streets, very straight and level, all
of which are cosed by gates at night; and the distance we walked along
those streets would be as fromthe cathedral of Lisbon to Nossa Senhora da
Esperiiga de Boa Vista. Al of these streets are occupied by merchants and
craftsmen who weave and embroider damask and other silks, and make
golden fansandall the other things used in this country. In the middle of
these streets is atemple of Amida which is the most frequented in nil the
city. An enormous crowd of pcople comes to give almsand pray to the idol
all dny long, but especially in the aftcrnoon when the shops havebeen
closed and the people arefrec. The Christian gentlemen who wcre accom-
panying us thenled us from this temple to the palace which belongs to the
governor of nil this kingdom. There are many things | could write about
this, but T will only describe to you one of its gardens. In addition to the
greatvariety of trees (justlike the ones in the gardens of the Kubo Sama)
which we saw there, in the midciie of the garden there is npnnd of spcci;ll
water which is broughtatgreat cost fromtwo or three leagucs away and
runs into the pond through alarge rock, which, although artificially
wrought, looks like a work of nature. In the middle of this pond thercare

many kinds of istands linked bylovely wooden and stone bridges, and all
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this is shaded by beautiful trees. Without iny doubt atall it is impossible to
give any adequate description of this garden.

Luis Frois, S.].

DENSE POPULATION

Although the distance from Suruga to the city of Miyako is morcthan
100 leagues, you will not find even a quarter o ta league unpopulated.
Whenever the traveller raises his cyes, he will always see people coming
and going.

Rodrigo de Vivero y Velasco

THE SIGHTSOF NARA

In this kingdom of Miyuako there is a densely populated city called Nara
which has many inrge andrichtemples; 1 spent some days there and saw
threcoutstanding things of note. One of them is agreatmetal idol as big as
rhc tower of the gate of Evora, which, as it is in Portugal, Imayuscasa
comparison. | am not mistaken in this because a pigeon perching on top of
the idol's head looks like a very small bird to anybody gazing up from
below. 1 do not know how many paces long is the idol's hand, but its face
would be about four spans broad. Two other statues, almost as big, are
found on either side of the idol; there also stand two other statues, wooden
and estremely l;\rgc, which are so fearful that when | went up to them 1}
was lost in admiration at the sight of such huge demons. This temple is a
great centre of pilgrimage.

The second noteworthy thing in this place is the herd of about three or
four thousand tame deer which roam through the city. Belonging to the
temple, they graze in the fields and wander through the streets like dogs;
they are worshipped because of their connection with the temple and the
idol. Anybody killing one of these deer suffers death, his property is
confiscated and his lineage is cut off. If a deer should die in the street, the
people living round about are obliged to report the cause of its death;
failure to do so brings down heavy punishment on them.
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The third feature of this city 1s ;1 large and deep pond full of Bish,
remarkable both for their size and number. If anyone claps his hands by
the bank (the signal that food is to be given out), so mnnylargc fish swim
up that it is impossible to count them. Nobaody kills these fish because they
belong to the temple andidol, andthepeople firmly believe thatanybady
killing anc of the fish will become a leper, .and so for fear of this nobody
dares t 0 do so. The bonzes hold thatcating fish is o very grave SIN=—50
grave, i fact, thatif any of them should do <o, he s immediately depived

of the priesthood.
Gaspar Vilela, S|

MIYAKO TO EDO

In this ship 1 have madeavoyage from Miyako t o Ldo, heing as far as

from Londonto rhc Lizarde or the Lands end of England.
Wil Adam s

THE TOKAIDO

Thus we travelled untill the sixth of September, before we got to Suruga,
e ach day fifteene or sixteene leagues of three miles toaleague as we
ghessecl it. The way far the most part is wonderfull cven, and where it
mc c t ¢ t h with Mountains passage is cut through. Thiswayas the mavne
Roade of all this Countrey, andisfor the most part sandie and gravell:ins
divided into leagucs, and atevery leagues end arc two smallhills, viz.on
either side of the way one, and upon every one of them afairc Pine-tree
trimmed round in fashion of an Arbor. These mnrkes are placed upon the
way to the end, that the Hacknie men, and those which ict nut Horses to
hire, should not make men pay more then their due, which is ahautthree
pense aleague. The Rnnde is exceedingly travelled, full of pcople. Ever and
anon you meet with Farmes and Cnuntrcy houses, with Villages, andoflten
with great Townes, with Frrrics over fresh Rivers, and many Furtakeasie
or Hatoke which are their Temples, scituate in Groves anti mostpleasint-
e st places for delight of the whale Countrey. T h e Prieststhatattend
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thereupon dwelling about the sume, as our Fricrs mold Time planted

themselves hercinEngland.

John Saris

THE cI1TY OFEDO

This city, with its 150,000 inhnbitnnts, is situated by the scaand there flows
through themiddle of it anample river, which is navigable by medium-
sized boats but not by ships because itis nnt sufficiently deep Most of the
city's provisions are conveniently carriedalong this river, which branches
off and runs down many streets, and prices nre so low thnt aman can cnt
quite well on halfa teal a dny. Although the Japanese do not use much
bread and regard it as something nut of the ordinary, like fruit, it is no
exaggerationto sny that the breadmade in this city is the best in the world,
andasthere is so little demand for it, they sell it for next to nothing. There
is as much tosce in the streets of this city as there is to consider in its
administration, for the lwter i s comparable with Romin goveroment,
There nre but few streets hetter than others for all are alike in their
cvenness and size, and they are fnr broader, longer and straighter than the
strects of Spain. They arc kept so clean thnt you might well think that
nobody ever walks along them. The houses are wooden and some, but not
all,have two stories. Even though our houses look better from without, the
interior of these houses is far more beautiful. The houses are completely
separate, one from the other, and each hasa porchway.

The people live in particular streets according to theirtrade andstation;
on¢ street, for cxnmplc, is reserved for cnrpentcrs and men of nnother trade
will nnt live there. In other streets there nre cobblers, blacksmiths, tailors
andtraders; in short, you willfind in the various streets and districts all the
trades imaginable and many which nre not to be found in Europe. And
this same system also npplics to shopkeepers: silver brokers live inone
neighbourhoocl, gold brokers in nnothcr, while those dealing in silk and
other goods also have their own locality, so that you will never find one
trade located in the street of anather.

There arespecial districts and streets with shops selling game, such as
partridyes, geese, wild duck, cranes, hens and anabundance of evi--Lind

ol bird. In another street there may be found rabbits, hares, wild boars and
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deer without number. Another place is called the Fish Marketand | was
taken to see this becausc of its special interest, for here they sell every kind
of saltand freshwater fish you could desire-dried, salted and[resh. And
mnny live fish are kept in tubs full of wnter so you can buy just what you
want. And as there is such a number of traders, they come out into the
street and lower their prices according to the season and their circum-
stances. The vegetable and fruit market is also in aseparme districtand s
just as interesting asthe other placesalready descrihecl, hecause,inaddition
to the abundance andvaricty of fruit, the cleanliness with which the goods
nre displayed gives the customers anappetite. There is yet another street
which consists only of inns and nothing else. A traveller normally changes
his mount cvery two leagues and so there nre streets where horses are hired
out and sold. So many horses nre kept at these placesand, onatraveller's
arrival, so many men come up to solicit his custom and show him their
horse’s paces that one is almost ataloss which to choose. The districtand
street of the bad women is always found on the outskirts of the town.

The nobles and people of quality live in strects and districts quite
different from the rest of the town and no commancr or person of the
lower classes mixes with them. This may be easily scen by the armorial
hearings which only the gentry have painted and gilded above the doors of
the houses. They spend : great deal of maney on these and you may find
gateways costing over 20,000 ducats,

Rodrigo de Vivero y Velusco

TUFFONATLEDO

Of late here is comnews from Edo, ;1 Cittie in Japanas bigg as London,
wherein the Cheefc of the nobilletie of Japin have beawtefull hawses which
by meanes of an exceadinge Tuffon (or tempest) are all or the most parte
of them defaced, the whole cittie beinge overflowne with water and the
people forced to Flicup into the mountaines, a thinge never heard o f
heretofore; and the Kings palias being stntelic builded in ancw lortresse
(or Castell) the tilles being all covered over with Goulde on the outside
were all Carid away with a wherlwind soe that nono sthemare t n b
found.

Richard Cocks

YD) -
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GLORIOUS APPEARANCE

The fourteenth, we arrived at Fdo, a Citie much greater then Suruga, farre
fnrer huntding, and made 1 very glorious appearance unto us; the ridge
tles and cornerules richly gilded, the posts of therr doores ailded and
varnished: Glissawindowes they have none, bun preat windowes of hoard,
opening in leaves, well set out with painting, as in Faolland: there s a
Cawsey which gocth thorow the chicle strecte of the Towne: underncath
this Cawsey runneth a River, at every fiftie paces there is a Well-head,
fited very substantially of free stone, with buckets for the neighbours to
fetch water, and for danger of fire. This strecte 15 as broad as anv of our

streets in England.

John Saris

NIKKO
This year 1636 there is an extraordinary great Edifice and Building at
Ntkké, four days journey from Edo, which is to be the Burial place of the
Emperors Father, in whose Temple the great Copper Crawn which the
East-India-Company gave his Majesty last year, is hung up.

Francois Caron

THE ANCIENT COURTOFTHE SHOGUN

The kingdom o f Sagami, n r Sosha, has its capital at Odawara and i's
divided into four regions. Within this kingdom is situated the city of
Kamakura, the nncient court of the Shdgun nf Japan, where to this day are
to he found mnny traces of its nncient past.

[oao Rodrignes, S ].

KAMAKURA

October 1S, 1616.—We dyned this day at atowne called Kamakura, which

in tymespust (500 yenrs since) was the greatesteittiein Japon, and (asitis
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sad) g tymes bigger then Miyako o Fdo is at present, and the tono or
kyng of that place, called ,was cheefe commander ar Emperour i
Japon, and the cheefe (or first) that ook the authoretic royall fram the
Dairi who was the suckeessor to Shaka, But now at present it is no citte,
but scattared howses seated heare and theare in pleasant valles betwis
divers mountaines, wherein are divers pagods very sumproouse and o
nunry (or rather a stews) of shaven women. The Tl dongheer of
Hidevori Sama is shorne non in this monestary, only o <ave her hte, forn
is a sanctuary and no justis may take her out. T did never see such pleasant
walkes amongst pvne and spruce trees as are about these pageds, espetially
5 of them are more renowned then the rest.
Richard Cocks

SURUGA

This Citic of Surugais fullas higge as London, with alt the Suburbs. The
Handi-crafts men wee found dwelling i n the outward parts and skirts of
t h e Towne, because those that are of the better sort dwell in the imward
part of the Citie,and will not be annoyed withtherapping, knocking, and
other disturbance that Artificers cannot he without.

John Saris

HAKATA

Wee were rowed through, and amongst divers [lands, all which, or the
most part of them, were well inhabited, and divers proper Townes built
upon them; whercol one called Hakata, hath a very strong Castle, built of
free stone, but no Ordnance nor Souldicrs therein, T hath o diteh abount five
fathome deep, and twice as broad round about it, with a draw bridge, kept
allin very good repaire. did Tand & dine there in the Towne, the tyde and
wind so strong against us, as that we could not passe. The Towne seemed
to be as great as London is within the wals, very wel built, and cven, so s
you may sce from the onc end of the streete 1o the other. The place
excecdingly peopled, very Civill and curteous, onely that at our landing,

and bheing here in Hakata, and so through the whole Countrey, whither-
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socver we came, the boyes, children, and worser sort of idle people, would
gather about and follow along after us, crying Coré, Coré, Cocoré, Waré,
that is to sav, You Coreans with false hearts: wondering, hooping, hallow-
ing, and making such a noise about us, that we could scarcely heare one an
other speake, sometime throwing stones at us (but that not i many
Townes) yet the clamour and crying after us was every where alike, none
reprooving them for it The best advice that Tean give those who hereafter
shall arrive there, is that they passe on without regarding those idle
rablements, and in so doing, they shall find their cares onely traubled with
the noise.

Jolin Sarts

THE VERY GREAT TOWNE OF OSAKA

We found Osaka to be o very great Towne, as great as London within the
walls, with many faire Timber bridges of a great height, serving o passe
over a river there as wide as the Thames at London. Some faire houses we
found there, but not many. It is one of the chiefe Sea-ports of all Japan;
having a Castle in it, marvellous large and strong, with very decpe trenches
about it, and many draw bridges, with gates plated with yron. The Castle
is built all of Free-stone, with Bulwarks and Battlements, with loope holes
for smal shot and arrawes, and divers passages for to cast stones upon the
assavlants. The walls are at the least sixe or seven yards thicke, all (as 1
said) of Freesstone, without any filling in the inward part with trumpery,
as thev reported unto me. The stones are great, of an excellent quarry, and
are cut so exactly to fit the place where they are laid, that no mortar 1s used,
but onely earth cast betweene to fill up voyde crevises if any be.

John Saris

ONE OF THE FINEST CITIES

This city of Osaka was one of the finest cities of Japan. Hideyori added to
the beauty of the Palace, and built many handsome wooden bridges over
the great river towards Miyako, and likewise over smaller streams within

the city, all of them richly ornamented with carved work, while the main
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posts of the railing were mounted with thick copper. In the whole course of
my life, I never saw anything cqual to the ruins of these bridges, for they

were not all consumed.
]\‘11//7/1 (A'/J['p/m/‘l/(

THE AINU

The natves of Eza are o robust and sturdy people, and they ard ceneralh
tller than the Japanese. Those who come 1o Matstimae to trade have the
same complexion as the Japanese, whenee they are neither excessvely pak
nor dark, alheit they are nararally higheer dhinned than the Japancse, as 1
particularly noted amang some native serviants, hoth men and wamen, o
Matsumae, Generally they are paler than the Japanese and wear lonz
beards which sometimes reach down o the muddle of the belly, Their faces
arc not ugly, but attracuve and well |uupurtmnc<l to their bodies, They
shave half the head, including the side-locks, but leave the other hall with
hair. Some of them wear their hair as long as thase people in Japan whose
hair is a finger in length, while others wear it the same length as the
Japanese and fasten it, as do the Japanese, without doubling it up.

They pierce their ears and hang from them silver carmings, 4 span or 1wo
in circumference; men and women who do not possess silver carrings hanz
picces of silk, from a hall to one span in length, from their carss Al of
them—men and women, hoys and girls—drink wine when they come 1o
"Matsumae, but although they imbibe a great deal they do not casily ge
drunk. 1 believe that the reason is that, when they eat, they pour on top of
their cooked rice a lot of seal oil, which apparently floats on top of the wine
and prevents the fumes from rising to the head. Admittedly some natives
of Ezo go recling and lurching through the town after drinking much
wine, but they are not completely scnseless or overcome.

Both men and women wear long embroidered robes with many tassels
which resemble in style the dalmatics of deacons a nd sub-deacons: all the
embroidery is in the form of a cross of flowers, some big, others small. The
sleeves of their robes arc not quite so open s thase of a dalmatic but are
somewhat closed; the rabes are also closed at the sides, and are not so close-
ftting as dalmatics but arc much more ample. Some of the robes are made

of silk and others of cotton, but even the cotton ones arc also embroidered,
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enquired why they had so mnny crosses on their robes and they told m e
that it wasa sign of their being a people full of spirit; on my asking why
theyhadadopted the cross, nnd no other symbol, asa sign of vivacity, they
said that they did not know the reason. Both men nnd women wear
drawers beneath their robes, but sometimes when they come to Matsumae
in the hot weather they do not put them on. Women hang around their
necksglass bends of different colours instend of gold chains, andat the end
of their sashes they carry abig lump of silver, like a picce of sculprure as
big as aJapanese mirror. The women dye their lips hlue and also paint
some fivc orsix rings of the same colour on their wrists.

Their weapans consist of bowsand arrows, spearsand small scimitars as
long as a Japanese dagger, Their armour is rather ridiculous as it is made,
not of mectal, but of bamboo. They treat their arrowswith poison and the
wounds caused by them nrc mortalas the poisonis very strong. They are
fond of brawling, but deaths scldom result from these fights.

They know but little about th e future life, although it is true that they
worship the sun and the moon, because they are profitable to men, and also
the god of the mountains andthe god of the sea, because they live near the
mountrins and are alwavs poing o u t to fishin the sea. Thev believe that
Und(‘r the pro((‘cllnn (lf lhcec gnds thcy C:llCI\ many ﬁsh, C()”CCl ﬁrcwuod
and obtain timber with which t o build their houses. They have n o other
deities hiecause there nre neither bonzes, nor temyples nor places where they
assemble for worship in their country. None of them cnn rend or write.

Men have a pnrticulnr and principal wife, nnd in addition alsohave other
wives, just as the Chinese do; unlike the Japanese,they donatdismiss their
wives. On thr death of her hushand, awomanstays in the house of her
father-in-law or of the relatives of her husband,andmay ncithrr go out nny
more nor marry another man. If a married woman commits adultery, in
punishment nf her sin thry pull all the hnir nut of hrr head so that
everyone mny know that she is an ndultress, andevery time the husband or
the relatives of the woman meet her partner in adultery they take away his
sword nnd robes. The Japanese sny that there is no sodomy in Ezo;l
enquired about this from Japanese who hnve hnel dealings with the natives
for many years, for [ judged it better nnt tn ask the natives directabout
such matters as they know nothing about them. Neither arethere any
courtesansas in other countries.

HI. Jeromino de Angelis,S.].
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NOTES

TIiL GREATEST CITIE oF Japan. In Purchas, Pilgrimes, pp. 159-160.  Both Saris
and Cocks erroneously use the term hotoke, a reincarnated Buddha, 1o mean a
temple. The large statue was the 63-foot-high Darbutsu, or Great RBuddha,
erected in 1588 by Hideyoshi who called in the peasants” swords and melted
them down {or the purpase; the statue was destroyed by an earthquake anly
cight years Iater and the present inferior wooden figure which stands on the
same site dates from 1801, The Mimi-zuka, or Lar Mound, contains, as Saris

notes, the cars and noses of Koreans stain during Hideyoshi's campaign an the

mainland.

THE NOBLE AND POPULOUS CITY OF Mivako. [{istdria, 1, pp. 234-239.  Miyako
was the capital of Japan from 794 to 1868 and was lard out in a regular gridiron
pattern in imitation of the Chinese plan. The Emperor Kammu transferred the
capital from Nara, not, as Rodrigues suggests, to be near the mopastery of
Hicizan, but rather toescape from the undue imfluence of the monks of the old
capital. The monastic foundation of Thcizan was begin by the mank Saichio in
788 and protected the city from the evil spirite of the noartheast gquarter, o
raditionally matignant direction. Mufioz, writing i 1606, commented on the
strategic position of the capital and confirmed that it was situated ina most
fertile region “where the sky is as lovely as in Andalucia™ (Harley MSS 3570,
f.386v). The “amusing farce” performed between the plays are called gydgen
(fiterally, mad words), short slapstick comedhies designed to relieve the dra

matic teasion of the N plays.

ropULATION. Relacion, [o15. Viveroy Velasco's statement about there heing no
larger city in the world ar that time is probably corrects he adds thar the ety
walls stretched for ten feagues and a man could not walk their Tength inadav
According to Kaempfer, the city “hath about three hours walking in dength and
two in breadith’” (Hisrory, UL, p. 307).

TEMPLES AND cOURTESANS. Relueidn, £ .16, T h e hidalgo in Viveray Velasco
comes out when he notes that the grandeur of Miyako filled him with astonish-
ment and admiration, “but I did not let them see this lést they might think that

Spainhas nothing comparable.”

SIGIIT-SEEING IN MIVARO, 1565, T Cartas, 15735, 1. 203-213v. The Nuba Sania
was the Shogun Ashikaga Yoshiteru, who had received Frois and Videla i g
New Year's audience a lfew months carhier (see chap. 7). One ol the mow
attractive features of the old capital cven today is the variety of delightful
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