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A t  the same time he ~I.ICCS the p.llms of both hands OII  the 110~~1-, >~rctchir,,q

his arms slightly so that while in this position he c;~n  see nothing nf his

master, even if he raises his eyes.

H E  B E I N G  A  GENTELMAN

J u n e  20, IGIR.--A  mad gentcllm;ln  (as it i5 said), hnviilg hyn ~XKCS~C~I  11.1tl1

the devil1 more then a ycnre pn\t, \v;ls this d:ly nt n bankct  \Vlth Iiis C.lthcr,

brother ,  IviFr,  nncl kyndred, rhcy pers\~~ntling  hym tc~ IK hctlrr ;ttlviyctl  ;1t10

leave a11e such cnurces. But on n sutltlen,  before it could hc prcvcnte(l,  hc

start up and drue out a katnrla  and cut nffe his hrothcrs  he.lcl,  wountlctl  III\

father, nllmost  cutting nffe his nrme, and cut his wife bchincl  her sholtlcr  011

her back , and slue out right his steward (or chcefe man). And yet it is

thought nothing will be said to hym, they which he h:lth  kilt1 hein;;  hi<

kindred and servnntes, he being  a gent~lman.

T H E  B E S T  RACE

Judging by the pcoplc we have so f;tr met, I would say that the Japnncsc  :lrc

the best race yet discovered and I do not think you will find their match

among the pagan nations. They are very sociable, usually good and Ilot

malicious, and much concerned with their honour, which they prize above

everything else. For the most part they nre pnor hut they do not despise the

poverty of nobles and common folk. They h;~ve nnc characteristic which is

not to be found in any part of Christendom: however poor a noble m:ly be

(and however much wealth a commoner may possess), they pay him as

much honour as if he were rich. A poor noble will never marry a

commoner, no matter how much money he may be offered; this is because

they prefer honour to wealth and consider that they lose their honour if

they marry a commoner. The people show much politeness to each other.

They prize their weapons and place much reliance on them; both nobles

and commoners carry a sword and dagger from the age of fourteen. They

will not suffer any affront or contemptuous speech. The people hold the

1%~ m.lrcJ1.Int. .rlO~c~~r;l~  IIC Ix \\,c.illhy, 15 1101 ,~cco~~I~lc~cI 11f. (;clillcrl~cll.  1~

t h e y  ncvcr s o  ~xx,r, rct:lin t h e i r  pl;lcc: mtrct I)rcciscIy they ~1.111d tlllr,ll 1l1c1,

h o n o u r  nnd worthiness,  ccremrrniously  s t r i v i n g  nmon,q tIlcm~cIvc<  ill

courtesies  and fair slxcchcs.  W h e r e i n  i f  nny nnc hc hnl’ly ICIS  c:lrcful  ~I;,III

he  shou ld  be ,  even  fo r  a t r i f le  many time5 IIC gcttcth evil \v~ll. LYnnt.

t h o u g h  i t  trotlblc  moqt of them, so m u c h  they dn tlctcst th.lt pnor men

c r u e l l y  t;iking p i t y  n f  their illl;lnt5 newly I)orn, espcci;llly girl<, (10 mnii!

t i m e s  lvitli thrir for,t 5Ir;11lglc Ihcm. Nr~l~l~mcn. ;111,l  nlh1.s I,kC\\,l\C  !>I

meaner c;llliii~;, ficn~r,Illy  II:Ivc 11111 ollc Ivifc  nlliccc.  lay \~.ll~~tn  ;Illllr~r~;yll

they hnvc iscuc,  yrt for :I trill? they tlivorcc thccn<clvrq  Il-r)~n  thcit \\ji\.(.\.

and the fvivcs nlsn somctimcs from their hu~l~.llldF,  tf~ m.lrry  \vitll rrlll(.~~

A f t e r  the second d e g r e e ,  cnulinF  m;ly ihcrr I;lwf~llly  m:lrry.  /\(IOJII~~III  r)I

o t h e r  m e n ’ s  chlltlrcn  in much IICUI  ;~mcjn,q them. 111 yrc;lt  tc,\\‘nr  I~(KI  rnrll

and women can write and rend.

These People neither make lCJVe  nor woo, all their mnrriagcs hc111g con-

cluded by their  Parents,  or for want of such nc,lr  rcl.ltiony, hy tile nest 01’

kin. One Man hath but one Wife, though as m;iny Concuhincs  a$ hc cnn

keep; and if that Wife do not plcxe him, he may put her nwny, prnvldctl

he dismiss her in n civil nnd honorable way. Any Man may lie with n

Whore, or common Woman, although he he married, with impunitic; hut

the Wife may not so much as speak in private with nnothcr  M:II~,  .I< i5

already said, without hazarding her life. Wh:tt is said (If divorce, rcl:ltcy
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on ly  to  the  Citizen,  Mnrchnnt  and c o m m o n  Soulclier;  n Gcntlcm:~n o r

Lord may not put nwny his Wife, nlthough she should not please him, nncl

rhnt out of respect to her qu;llity and his own Person; he must m,lint.lin

her nccording  to her condition nnd necess i t ies;  but  mny freely  divert

himself with his Concubines and W omen, and when the Humtrur take7

him with his own Wife ng;lin.  This liberty that the Men have, obliges the

W omen to observe their  Husband<, and endenvour  to endear them to

them, by an humble complinncc  nnd submission to their humors, being

sure else to lose them, nnd see their Rivals preferred before them.

P E A C E F U L  D I V O R C E

The men have 3s many women as they wish, although they usu.~IIy  rcg;lrd

only one of them ns their true nnd proper wife. They cnn rennunce her

whenever they please, by divorcing her nnd taking another wom.ln, \vlth-

nut offending nny of the people concerned. Everything is done in :I11

estrnordinarily pcnceful  wny nnd there is no ill-feeling  among  the rcl,ltivcs;

indeed, they continue to visit, spcnk a n d  den1 w i t h  one another  1uct nc

before.

Alesrondro  VuliSnnno.S./.

DILIGENT  IN T H E I R  H O U S E H O L D  JIUTIES

If n woman  is found to be I;lzy or bxl before she h;ls hornc her husl~~nd

any children, she is sent back to her father’s house. If she is nlrc.lcly ;I

mother, her husband may kill her for any of these faults  without bring

punished. For this reason women are much concerned with their hus-

band’s  honour and are most diligent in their hnusehold  duties.

lorgc Alvarcs

T H E  C H I L D R E N

Children are carefully & tenderly brought up; their Parents strike them

seldom or never, 2nd though they cry whole nights together, endeavour to
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s t i l l  them \v~rh I~.I~ICIICC;  jlrclglll,Y(’ th.tr  lI1f.II11\; IlJVc.  I,0 ~rl,clc~l-\l.llltllll~,  l)III

t h a t  i t  grolvs \vith tllcm ;\T they gro\v i n  y c n r s ,  nnd thcrcforc  t o  IX

encournged \\fith  indulgcnccs  nntl exnmplcs. I t  i s  rcmnrk~1blc to See hO\v

orderly nnd how modestly littIc Chiltlren of seven or tight years old l)Ch.l\.C

thcmsclvcs; t h e i r  d i s c o u r s e  xnd ;lns\\‘crs  savouring of riper ngc, 2nd f:ir

<iirpassing nny I I ;I ~vc yet tcel, of their times i n  ou r  Coun t r y .

I~rwn~ois  Cu).on

R E T I R E M E N T  A N D  M A R R I A G E

When the P.lrcllts  arc growl1  old, .‘IlId thC  Children  CtJllTc (0 \>c blrll,  tl\r

Father then qllits his Govcrnmcnt,  Commerce,  Shop or Trntlc,  ~>I;~cII)~  hij

cldcst Sot1 iI1 hi5 rocrm.  2nd giving him ihc qrc.ltcst  j>;lrt c,f  hi5 Itct,ltc: lll(.(

younger  Chlltlrcn nrc liltcwi5e providrd f o r  b y  the intlul~cllt 1’.11-tilt\,

although their portions return to the eldest in case tllcy die hcforc  thr~n.

Daughters  hJvc no portions nt 211, nor nothing given them nt their mnr-

riage;  sometimes it happens  that rich Parents send n good sum nf rnnncy

with their D;lughters, upon their marriage day, to their Son in IEIIV; which

present is returned by the Bridegroom & his Parents with much thanks.

being unwilling that the Bride should have any colnurnble  excuse to raise

her into an opinion of having obliged her Husband: The poorer sort do

but seldom return these offers nc needing them, and gl~l of nny nugment”.

tion of their Friends. They have n common ~nyin,Y,(7 thnt n Wcrm:tn h;lth no
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cnnstant  dwel l ing,  l iv ing in her  youth wi th her Pnrcnts,  being mnrricd

with her Husband, 2nd when she is old with her Childe,

Frunyoir  Cnron

M O S T  SH/\hIELESS lMMOKiILlTY

T h e y  do not, however, hold in rclual  cstccrn  the vlrtuc  of their tl.lughtcrs

ad SiStCrS;  O r  r a t h e r  t h e y  t.lkC 110 mXKIlit  rJf  [Ills  at 211.  Ill&Cd it OftCll

hnppcns  that A girl.5  nwn fnther,  mo the r ,  or I,rr)thcrs-witllo~lt  :11iy feeling

of  shnmc on tllc part of nny of ~hosc  conccrncd-will wi thout  hcsit:ltion

sell her ;IS n prostitute bcfnrc s h e  i s  mnrried, fn r  n few pence, u n d e r  the

pressure of poverty, which is very severely felt throughout the whole

country. A n d  t h i s  poverty i s  t h e  cause o f  the m o s t  sh:lmcIess

immc~rality--;ln  immorality which is so gross nntl which takes such diffcr-

cnt 2nd uiiu~~.~l forms, 3s t o  p2ss b e l i e f .

But the Pnrtuguese nre my witnesses 2nd cannot be g;li~,~;tic~--cspcci:,lly

those who ccme yar hy ycor frclm Chin:l, that is, from the isl;lntl  of Mxxo.

T h e  s h i p s  on w h i c h  they tmvel n r e  I;lden  w i t h  s i l k  and other tcstilc

mntcri;ils,  ns well as pepi’cr and cloves (used  for making dyes) and many

other kinds of merchandise, which they sell here at grc;lt  profit, doing their

bnrgnining in this town nnd harbour of Nngnsnki,  where they lit for eight

or nine months, until they arc able to finish their business. As soon ns ever

these Portuguese arrive and disembark, the pimps who control this traffic

in wnmen call on them in the houses in which they nre quartered for the

time of their stny, nnd enquire whether they would like to purchncc,  or

acquire in any other method they please, n girl, for the period of their

sojourn, or to keep her for so many months, or for n night, or for 3 day, or

for an hour, 3 contract being first made with these brokers, or an agree-

ment entered into with the girl’s relations, nnd the money paid down. And

if they prefer it they will take them to the girl’s house, in order that they

mny see her first, or else they will take them to see her on their own

premises, which are usually situated in certain hamlets or villages outside

the city. And many of these Portuguese, upon whose testimony 1 nm

relying, f;lll in with this custom ns the fancy t;lkes them, driving the hcq

bargain  they cnn for n few pence. And so it often happens that they will get

hold of n pretty little girl of fourteen or fifteen years of age, for three or

20s
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four scrirli, or n little mnrc or Icss, according to the time during which tllcy

wish to hnve her nt their disposal, with no other rcsponsihility  I,ryolltl tll.tt

of sending her bnck home when done with. Nor does this practice in any

way inter fere wi th a girl’s chnnces of  marr iage.  Indeed  many of them

wottld n c v r r  grt m:irrictl,  if they hntl not h y  thic mrnn5  nccltjirctl n tl~l\\,~,y,

b y  nccumulnting 30 or .qn CCIIII;.  given to them frclm tlnlc  t o  time 11~.  I/ICV_
Portuguese, who have kept them in thrir hnuscs  for scvc11 or tight rnr~~lth<

on end, and who hnve in some cntcs  mJrrietl  rlicm  thcm~clvcs.  !\lltl \l.hrIl

t hese  women arc hired by the tl:ly, it is cnrrugh  to g~vc tl~cm  the nicrr’;I

tr if le, nor do they ever rcfusc to he hired on :ICCOIIIII of n vnrintirln III the

price, \vhich  is h.lrdly  cvcr rcfusctl hy their rcl:ltionc, o r  1,y tliclsc  \\,h~, 1,~ cl3

t h e m  as n sort of stock in tratlc  for thcrc  llurpnccs  in their hou\cs,  .III(I III

whom the money is p”id-the women bein,cr i n  e f f e c t  nil sl:lves  sol(l f(lr

these purposes.  And thcrc arc, morcnvcr. Tnmc of them tvho, I>y ngrcrnirnr

with the brokers, nsk for no more than their fnnd nntl clothing--l,c;tllcr  of

w h i c h  cnsts  nluch-while  tllc \vllcllc of their c;lrnings  I;” to  ~hr n1c11  \\,lltr

keep them.

To sum up, the country i< more ~~lcntifully  supplied  than  ,111y  other with

these sort of menIls  of gr;ltifying the passirln for sexual  indulgence,  just ;I$ it

abounds in every other sort of vice, in which it surpasses  cvcry other pl:lcc

in the world.

Francesco  Carlclli

A C T O R S  O F  C O M E D I E S

Thcsc \vomcn \\‘crc  Actors of Comcdics, w h i c h  ILISX thc rc  f rom ll.~n(l IO

Ilnnd to why, ns our Plnyers  doe  he re  f rom Towne  to  Tmvne, hnvin,q

several1 shifts of npp:lrrell for the better grnce of the matter acted; which

for the mngt part nre of Wnrre, Love, Slnd such like. These women Jrc ns

the slnvcs  of one man, who puttelh n price what every man shall  pay that

hnth to doe with nny of them; more then which he is nnt tn take \lpnli

paint of dcnth, in cnsc the pnr t ic  in ju rc t l  sh:lll cnmplninc.  It is lclt  to hit

owne discrctinn  to prize her :It tllc first, Ijut rise hc cannot nftcr\v:lr(IF. f.111

h e  m:ty. Ncithcr cloth the i,;lrtic  Ir:lrs;linc  w i t h  the \;l’cnch,  I)tlt w i t h  llrr

M a s t e r ,  w h n s c  ctrmmnnd  she ic to obey. The grcntcst  of their N~4~ilitic

travelling,  hold i t  no tlisgr,tcc to send for thcsc  P;tntlcrs  1,) their lnnr, :lnd

110
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d o  cnmpun~l  \vith them f o r  t h e  tlrcl~hcs,  eithrr to  f i l l  their tlrini..c  ;It

Table  ( f o r  a l l  men  o f  nny  ranke have t he i r  d r i nke  filled  to  t hem h!

Women) or otherwise to have the use of them. \\?‘hcn any of these Pnntlerc

die, though in their life time they were received into Compnny of the bctt.

yet now, ns unworthy to rest among the worst, they arc bridled fvith  ;I

bridle made of straw, as you would bridle an Horse, 2nd in the clozthcs

they died in. nre tlragpd through the qtreeteg  into the ficltl<, nntl there cnq

upn n d u n g h i l l ,  for tlr~~~cs  .~nd  fo\\,lcs  t o  d c v n u r c .

T h e  Jnpnncrs  nrc very hospitnhle  nntl civil  to wch ns visit thrm, thcv trc‘:lt

t hem w i t h  Tobncco and with C/la,  2nd if the  friend  be mnre  then  ortlinary.

wi th  Wine:  They cause them first to sit down, nnd settinS n I,ncl; howl

hcfore  them,  will  not sufTcr  them  tn depart  bcforc  they  h;lvc  t;l;tc(l  of it:

they  sing:,  they  pipe,  nnd pl;ly  upnn srtcll  srringctl  instruments  ns rlrcy  II;IVC,

to rcjnycc their Guects, omitting no mnnncr of carouscq  and kin~l~~csw~ 10

tcstilie  their  \vclcomc,  niltl  the  value  they  put u1Jnii tllcir  convct~s.iIif~n.

They never quarrel in their dchiuchcs,  but he that is first drunk retires ;111d

sleeps,  until  the fumes  of the wine  he evnpnrnted.

NEGROES

T h e y  like  seeing  black  people,  especially  Africans,  and they \vill  come  15

lenpIes jttst t o  see  them nnd  en te r t a i n  t hem fo r  three or follr d:lyq.

large Alvares

NOTES

FOVR CLASSES.  In Cartas,  1575, f. 227.

SEVERAL DIFFERENT  C L A S S E S . ITistorin  del l’r~inripi~,  pp. I 29-r3o.  The E,.uro-

pennc generally  refcrrcd  to the noble<  nc /ono  or dono. T h e  term  d&my6 was

Social Relorions 0;

seldom  used, nltlloilgh  Frois,  writing  from Nagasaki  on Aug\l\t  ~7, 1585,

.notes  that “the prlncipnl  lords  are callctl  Dtl;llleof  nntl they ;,rc llkc  COU~IS  nn(i

marquesses, ” while  ,4~iln mentions  the term  snmrtrai.  The \vord  bonze,  prob-

ably  from  bozu, a Buddhist  monk, ~‘3s  introduced  into EUropcan  Inn-

gunges  by St. Francis  Xavier.

THE  Eta. In Ca~-~ai,  1575,  f. 293~. Froic  m;lkcs  thl<  p~sti~lg  observation  \~hiIe

talking  about  the punishment  meted out  to Nichijfi  Shi)nin,  mcntionecl  in ch:lp

21.  The  efn w*cre  the pariah  class  2nd jvere nstigncd  work  considered  unclenn

according  to Buddhist  teaching.  All  such dlscriminntion  was nbolishctl  by In\!,

in 1871  when  the CIO became  oficially  known  as the shirjhrir~lirz,  or new corn-

monerc,  but prejlldice  dies hard.  For more  informntion,  WC  the article  by h’ino-

miya  Shigcnki  in T.A.S.I.,  2~1  writs, X (rcj{l).  The I’ol~~0.i  \\‘crc n silnll.lr  0111.

cast  clnss  in Portuguese  India.  Their  nnmc, derived  from the Tnmli  word

menning  field  (for  they were usually  cmployctl  on the farIn<),  h;1\ gi\*en  IhC

Portugucxe  Inng”:Igc  the word  et~7polcar.tr.  to bc contaminntcd.

LEPERS. I n  C n r o n ,  ‘I‘rrre  De.(cI./pIIofI,  p. 78. This  pas.ing  rclcrcncc  is mndc by

Gysbcrtsz,  in his account  of rhc Christian  pcrcccuticm, when  tlcrcribing  the

arrest  of 3 Dominicnn  friar  who  had hitldcn  for  some  y c n r s  i n  ;I Icpcr’s  h u t .

He adds  that lcpcrs were  not allowed  to live  in the towns  but were forced  to

build  their  huts in the open country.

TFIE  F I V E  C A R D I N A L. V I RT U E S. Hisfdria, I ,  p p .  2 5 6 2 5 7 . The  Five Cardin.

Virtues  (or Go+),  generally  listed  ns  benevolence,  jubticc,  politenc~,  wisdoln

and fidelity,  nre Confucian  in inspiration.  Although  Rodrigues  mentions  Con-

fucius  (Coxi),  ns well  ns Lao-Tsu  (LUU~CU)  when  tlcscril~ing  (Illinn,  hc cloec

not mention  Confucianism  ns such in his treatise  on J;lpan.  I’hc moral  code

governing  the five human  relations  is known  as Gorin  in Japanese.

VENERATE  THEIR  KING. In Camnra  Manoel,  Missfies,  p. 119. ‘I’he king  men-

tioned  in this  passage  would  be merely  n baron  and not the nh~olutc ruler  of the

entire  country.  Alvnrcs’  ohycrvntion  that the Jnpnerc  Iookc~l  clown on I’,II~I>-

penns “for speaking  roughly”  is borne  out by Jnp;~ncsc  records.

TAXES.  A./:/i., XXXVII (1934),  p. 34. According  to Cocks,  IO nrucc,  cqu;llltng

one tuel, were worth  live  shillings,  $0 the value  OI the three  nlnce mcntioncd

in the text would  have hcen ahout  r/cd. Although  Hideyoshi  decreed  that

‘11



Notv ;11l  th is  ~voultl  not IX surI>riTin g i f  tljcy jvcrc like \,I m.lnv I>.lrl>:lrb

;lns, b u t  whnt  nstonishcs  m c  i s  th;lr they bchnve  :I< very pr~ldcnt  ~II~~I

cultured people in nil these m:lttcrs.  To see hnw everything iF the rcvcrsc  of

E u r o p e ,  despite  the fact thnt their ccrcmonics nnd ctl~tomr .lrc sn ctIlt\trc(I

and founded on reason, C;ILISCS  no littlc curprice to anvonc who undcr~t,lncl~

such things. What is even more astonishing is that thev nrc VI tllffcrcnt

from us, 2nd even contrnry to II<, .‘IS rcg.lrds t h e  wnscr  .II~J  nntur.ll tl1111,y\:

this is something which I \VOLII~I  not Arc to nfirm if I l1;1tl IIIII I\.~tl so 11111cl1

experience among them. Thus their tnqtc is so tliffcrent  from oltrq th:lt thcv

genernlly  despise nntl  dislike the thin,q  th.lt WC  find  most pklting;  cl11  tllc

other hand, we cnnnot stand the things which they like.

T I M E S  O F  D A Y

We count the hours from one to 12; the Jnpancce  count them in thiq wny:

six, five, 4, 9, 8, 7, 6, and so on.

Luis Frois, S./.
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H O U R S  O F  THE D A Y

Bo th  the Chinese  2nd the J;1p1ncsc  count the hours by names of animals.

The nrtlficinl  day begins nr sis o’clock in 111~ morning \rhcn the sun rises in

the middle of their hour of the I-inre. Tllcn follows the hour of the Drngon,

which bcginr  nt scvcn o’cl~~ck  anti cnc!~ nt rlinc;  next comes the hour of the

Serpent, which begins nt nlnc ;Ind ends nt clcvcn. Then follows the hour of

the Hnrsc, Lvhich heginq  ;I[ clevcn, r c n c h c s  i t s  m i d p o i n t  at n o o n  and

finishes nt one. The hour of rhc Gent lasts from one to three, the hour of

the Monkey from three to five. The lnst hour of the day, that of the Cock,

begins  at five, with the day finishing nt six o’clock with the setting of the

sun in the middle of this hour.

Thus the artificinl  dny is divided up into six of their hours or twelve of

ours. After  these six hours night begins from six o’clock nnd continues in

the snmc  fashion until midnight and thence  to sis in the morning when the

night comes tn nn cntl. Thus rhe night .IISO  I:lsts  4s of rhelr hours, t\vclve of

ours. They divicle  each of their hours into eight quar’crs which they call

/coqr/,  or, in Chinese, Ice, :~lthough  in nltlcn times they used to mnke ten

div is ions,  that is, two short once nnd eight long ones.  The first four

quarters, lasting until the middle of the hour, nre cnllcd the first prime, the

second prime,  the third prime 2nd the fourth I~rimc. Then comes the half-

hou r ,  follo!ved by four qu”rtcrs  cnllctl the first. tccontl,  third nntl four th

d i v i s i o n s  after the h;llf-hour.  ;\ftcr that cnmcs the n;lme of the follolving

hour.

F I R E - C L O C K S

The J;lpnnese  do not possess ordinary clocks with which to tell the time,

but [he bonzes  have very ingenious fire-clocks to measure the time both on

long nnd short days in order to know the hour of prayer and when to ring

or SOUII~  the bells in their temples. And for this they have fixed mcnsure-

ments thot depend on the length of the dny, which, whether it be long or

short, is always divided up into six hours.

fill it with 3 kind of fine sifted ash; this ash is very dry and they m:~hc  the

surface of it very flat. On this surface they draw n continuous line of

furrows of 3 determined length, breadth and depth in the form ol n SC~U~IC,

a n d  they fill \hc<c filrrrl\\fc  w i t h  ;1 d r y  5cclllctl ~>o\v(lct-,  or florlr,  olll;linc(I

f r o m  the l,;lrk ~,f :I ~~112111  Ircc. They sr1 Ilghr (0 111~.  CII~I  of oll(‘ 01 111(,

furrolvs 2nd rhc 61-c coiif~~l~~cc  to hr!rn vcfy slr)\\‘ly 70 th;lt ollc of Il)c

s q u a r e s  i s  burrlt  u p  cvcry hou r .  ?‘hry c:~n t h u s  mcnsurc  the tlmc vrl-y

accurately for they knnlv frclln  e\rl,cricncc ho\v to rcgulatc  it so \ll:lr  IJIC  LIC

cont inues tn burn in the same way nnd nt the same rntc. The furrow is

made proportionately longer or shorter According to the length or shortness

of the dny nnd night.

11 I) 1~ I ‘T‘ I 0 N A L hi 0 N I‘ I I

Every four yc.lrs they I~;IVC  the custom of iliscrtin,  L1’ ‘1 nlrjlllll, \cllich the)

cal l  ~zr-ls~k;,  so that three ycnrs  each h:lve twe l ve  mon ths ,  while the

fourth has thirteen, for the month is ad&d in the fourth yc;lr.  I$~11 it is not

always inscrtcd nt the same rime; Fometimcs  they put it in nftcr the rhirtl

month (or sangatslt),  which tllcy then cnunr  [wicc, eIrltl ;It ofher timcq  rllcv

inscrl  i t  at t h e  cntl of the clSqh~Il  fno11111,  \\fllich  Is IllcI1 cc~ltnictl  t\\‘lic

over.

Ikl~llr/i  rl//!o  tie :lI'/lrl  (iI1 (j/l

Y E A R  N A M E S

Amongst which were presented two young Tygers brought from Sy.lm,

for may it plcnse  Your Lordship to understand the J.~p;~ns  arc ;~ccusrnmcd

to name (or cnllc)  their ycarcs nftcr the n:lmcs of \\.il(l  IKstc :Intl hirtl7. :il1(1

amongst the rest one yc;lrc  I S  c:~lletl  the Tiger yc.lrr,  i n  11 Ilich  11~15  Ilmlrcr-

ou r  Ieyasu  W:IS  borne and this yenrc f;lllcrh  out to bc the Tiger ycnrc. VIC

that his dcvincrs nntl south<:licrs  doe rntcrl)rct  it IO i)rcs;lgc thr I~mpcrot~rs

death.

Richard Cocks
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They count the years by erns in the following manner. They remember the

past erns (of which there nre 3 great many) by the various events, the good

and had fortune, and the nrlt.lhlc  hnppcnings  \vhich  occurred, for the erns

bo th  hcgln nncl end \\,lth these.  I%ut ;I$ rcg,lrcls the present cm, they ~IKW

neither ho\v long it WIII  lnst nor when the nest one will begin. The I:lst  cr;l

wns cnllctl B~nrob~, while the present  one hns hcen named Keichci.  The

duiri nnmes these  er;lc cithcr of his o\\‘n \vIII ;~nd plensure,  or nt the request

of t h e  ~anpal~r~. or fcltl.mnrch:~ll.

.!Lvnnrd~no de Auh Girdn

C A L C U L A T I O N  O F  A G E

They c:llcul.lte  n person’s  nsc  in the folltrwing wny. If the child i< horn but

t\vo dnys before the end of the year, rhcy reckon it to he two years old \vhen

the new yenr begins. And so in Icss  rhnn ;l ye;lr nnd ZI hnlf,  rhcy reckon it to

he three yenrs old.

Bernard ino  de Avrla Gird71

LINEAK M E A S U R E M E N T S

The Japanese  use the wrne linear mensurements JS the Chinese, although

the names nre somewhat different. They have, for exnmple,  n long foot and

3 short foot; the latter is the snme ns the mathemnticnl foot nnd corresponds

to the Chinese short foot, nnd is in common use. The first of their

measurements they cnll  blc (the snme x the Chinese f~cr~) ; it is nlso c;~llcd

jun, meaning ZI point or 3 degree in Japanese.

IO brf make one SN~, which is the length betwreen the I;nucl\[es  of the

thumb

IO sun make one shaku,  or foot, or an ordinary c-or/ado

5 sl~al~r~  mske one hiw,  nn ell or geometric pace

212
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2 him or 10 shnl~rr  make one j5, or pole

‘6 rhatu make one &VI,  a unit of six feet for measuring land

600 ken make one c/16, the Japanese furlong measuring 72 pacts

6 ch6 mnke one Kant6 ri, or 432 prices  (or two Chinese 1;)

36 chr3 make one court ri, or 2,592 pacts ( o r  12 Chincsc II)

48 ch~ make one Snikoku ri, or 3,456 paces (or 16 Chirlcsc  I;).

]&o Ro/~l~;p/c.r,  s.1

D I S T A N C E S

There is  no need to enquire nhout  distnnccs  hccnusc  ~11 the Icngucg  <IIV

mensurctl  out, with n mound  nntl two trees to mnrk the cntl trf c:lch  enc.

Should i t  hnppen thnt n le;~guc cncls in the middle of o ttrrct. rh1.y \vilI  d/1

no  mnn  n fnvc,ur  hy m.lking  tlic mc:Isurcmcnt  ci thcr lonfcr or \II~II  Icr, l)itr

p u l l  dolrtn t h e  houses  there i n  o r t l c r  t o  set up the si;lj.

H O R S E M A N S H I P

In riding, the horsemen mount their steeds on the right sitlc, pl.lcin,q  their

feet in the stirrups  in n str;,nge  f&ion, as they throw their weight on trj the

heel nnd not on the fore-p:Irt  of the foot ns \vc do. The brrcllcs they 11old  in

b o t h  hnntls,  ;IS jve do lvhcn ~,JC ride o n  the ctrrh,  cfrn\ving the rcirly n01\’  111

one direction and now in nnothcr.  These  bridles  consist of n cortl of silk or

of cotton and nre nttnched to an iron bit of the simplest style in the horse’s

mouth. And when they nre fighting they tie, or nttnch, the hritllcs  to their

breast and control the movements  of the horse by swnying  their persons

this wny nnd that, leaving their hnnds  free for the mnnngcmcnt of their

weapons, w h i c h  a r e  nrquchuscs,  spe;lrs  2nd bo~vs  nncl nrrotvc. They nl\o

make use of  those scimitnrs c,f  theirs o f  which tl~cy nlw;~yt  wc.Ir  t\\‘o OI

three, stuck in their Kirtllcs,  one I)cil\g Inrgcr th;ln  t h e  other nnd m;\tlc  111

the fashion of a sword, 2nd the other smnller  in the sh;lpe of 3 pnninrd,  hut

all alike being curved in shape 2nd with’only n single edge.

Franccsco Car-lelti

‘17
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A PALLANKIN

I h:ld :I P.lll;lnkin  appointed for me, and a spnrc Horse led hy, to ride when

I plcascd, very well set out. Sixe men appointed to cnrric my Pnllankin  in

plninc  and even ground. But where the Countrcy grew hilly, ten men \vere

nllowcd  mc thereto. The Guardian whom King Hfiin sent along  with us,

did from time to time and pl.~cc to pl~cc by w.lrrnnt,  take up these men and

Horses  to serve our turncs, ns the Post-mncters doe here in Englnncl:  as also

lodging nt night. According to the customc  of the Countrcy, I had n slave

nppointcd to runnc with n Pike bcforc  mce .

R O W I N G

Thcrc cnmc out n large number of little hnnts, which thcv call f~nc.  to tow

us in. Thcsc nrc rowed in n frlthion quite difirrcnt from that usual  in our

boats. Frrr,  whcrcns we in rowing direct the blade of the onr towards the

bows of the boat, then thrust it into the water through which we pull it,

2nd \\,herens we sit to row with our faces towards the stern, they in rowing

do not pull the oar, nor dip it into the water, nor do they sit, but standing

upright back to back with their faces towards the sea and their feet on the

bulwnrks (to which the onrs arc attached on either side of the boat some

feet from the end) they push the oars hither and thither with n very rapid

motion, always keeping the blades covered, and thus propel the boat

through the sea, singing cheerful sea-shanties as they row.

Fmnccsco Cnrletti

G A L L E Y - J U N K S

The great bont, wherein I went the voyage from Hirndo to the Empcrcr’s

court, hns 16 oars on each side and a handsome cabin. Their manner of

rowing is standing  and sculling with their oar, after the manner of sculling

n skiff by one man. These galley-junks have planks whcrcnn to I;ly the oars

Dally  LJ/C arrd Cus~orns 2FJ
along Ihc o[Itsitlc  of tJlr ~LIII\V;I~C. l‘hcy n r c  also fittctl  v.sith rnlls nnci \V.ISI-

c lo ths to  n mnn’s  height and providctl  with mntc, \vhich  i n  railiy we.lthc~

they spread ovrr head, so thnt no wet C;III  enter. Hence,  when it rnins,  if the

wind he ever so fair, they Ivill not set n sail, but making the mast the rull-

t r e e ,  prcfcr to cover  nil o v e r  nntl ro\v uildcrnc;llh.

Their mode of rowing gives the IXKII far grc.ilcr  \\‘.ly rhnn OIII-F,  .~nd th.11

w i t hou t  any flashing  or striking i n  lhc \vnrcr, so lI\.lt  you sh;lll 1101 11(..11

them until they npprnach within two or tlircc bcl.lts-lcll~:ll1. Thclr 111.1r1n( I 5

when rowing commonly sing with n loud voice, but in ~UCII  conccjr(l tll,\t

when  CnptJin  Cocks’ hont cdmc on board for the first time I nntl rncjqr  of

t he  crew thought thnt we had heard thr playing of \l’.llts.

RdpJ1 Coppinrllril

C 0 R M 0 li /\ N I‘ I: I S H I N G

J u l y  25, 1617.-I forgot to note d~wnc  how Si~ycmt~n DUUO IV:I(IC ,I ~;~IIIII,~

o v e r  ng”inst  E n g l i s h  HnIvtc w i t h  cormtrrnnts  m;ttlc  f.lst  to long cordcq

behind their winges,  and bridles from thcnrc  hcforc their ncckcs to kcci~

the fish from entring their bodies,  so rh.lt when they tOok I\ ~hcy col~ltl t:lhc

yt out of their throntes again.

Richard Cocks

W O M E N  D I V E R S

All alongst this Coast, and so up to Osaka, we fount1 women divcl-5, th.lt

l ived wi th thei r  household and fami ly  in boats upon the water, ;IS iI1

Holland they do the like. These  women would catch fish by diving,  which

by net and lines they missed, and that in eight fnthome  deep; their eyes by

continual1  diving doe grow as red as blnod,  whereby you may know n

diving woman from all other women.

G O L D  M I N I N G  I N  E Z O

Their way of extracting  gold from these mines is as follows. When they

have decided on the mountain range in which, according to the cxpcrts,

‘18
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would forbid, they give them. And so they regard hens, chickens, sweet

things and practically all the foods we would give patients as being

unwholesome for them; on their part they prescribe fresh and salted fish,

sea-snails and other hitter, salty things, and they find from experience that

they do pnticnts good. They never bleed a person, and their purges are

sweet-smelling and gentle-in this they certainly have an advantage over

us for our purges are evil-smelling and harsh.

No Iers  astonishing are their methods of treating women when they are

pregnant and at childbirth. All the maidens and women before they

conceive wear a broad silk sash tied around them so loosely that it easily

slips down, and they very much like going around jvcnring loose clothing.

When, however, they conceive, the sash is tied so tightly that they look as if

they want to burst. So even when they are heavy with child, their figure is

slimmer and their stomach Icss noticenhle  than hcfore they wcrc prc:;nant.

I really do not know how they do not kill both themselves and their babies

hy doing this, hut they tlcclnrc that cupcrirnce  teaches th.lt a tlificulr birth

will follow if a pregnant wnman is not bnund  up tightly in thig w a y .

Immedintcly  after the birth mothers and their hahies are wnshctl \vith cold

water, and they have to remain seated for many days without lying down,

for they say that they would bc choked by the blood rushing to the head if

they were to do so; during these days they must eat very light food. From

all of this we can see how different are their methods of curing people.

Alessandto Vnlignflno, S.1.

P U R G E S  A N D  M O X A

There are many physicians in Japan  who avail themselves of hooks Lvritten

in China; they restore people to health with simple medicines and potions

made by bailing roots. They also administer purges in cnndicd pills so that

they may be taken mnre easily. I once saw a doctor give a purge to a

patient, and he told him that when he did not wish to be purged  any

longer he should place his feet in cold water; and when he did so, he did

nnt feel any harm and his purging came to an end. They alto make use of

little halls of fire and apply them to the part of the body where they

experience pain-for example, to the stomach and back in order tn cure

worms, which breed a great deal with the rice. In this method they
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cnuterixe h y  a p p l y i n g  I,llrnin,q  pcllcts of wl\;It Ioc~!is  Iikc flCl(<  to tllc flcth

until a blister is I>roducctl.  In many Illnesses they obtain much  rcllcf  from

t h i s  r c m c d y ,  f o r  they say rh.11 each and every sickness ariTes frtlm hcinp

chil led. The Japanese  subsist on n diet which contains very littlc nourish

mcnt, and although they are very vigorous when they are in good health

and give the appearance of bciilg  well nourished, yet ~vhcn thev have the

slightest headache or illness they have no life in them. They make much

use of physicians and medicines.

ACUPUNCTURI,  ,\ND MOXA

The Jnpc~nc~c  n r c  gcl”r;lllv very hcnlthy,  on account  of the clim.lt~  \vhich i<

tempcratc antI Ilc:llthy, :111(1 .1150  hcc;lusc  rlwy c;it hut littic ;11it1 iicvc‘r (IrInk

c o l d  water,  which  IS the cntrcc  o f  m a n y  compl.lintc.  LVhcn tllcy f,~ll  sick.

they  recove r  i n  ;I very chart Iimc  \vItllout rnl,ing I~.II~II~~  .III~  I~~c(~I~II~c.  II I

nearly all their sicknesses they arc ;~ccustc~mcd  to h;iving thclr stoiii;icI~,

arms and back, etc;, picrccd with silver nccdlcs, and at the s.lmc lirnc they

cauterisc with hcrl,s. They sleep hut little and their sleep ic very IIK~I :antl

for  that  rcasnn they dr ink tea. O n  account  of this ;111d t,cc.lu~c  lllcy  C.II

sparingly, they have very good judgcmcnt and undcrstandlng. They I)ick

up our way of writing in less than two months, and they h;~vc esccllcnt

memories for any child can rcpcnt  n message, no matter how long it may

be, just as it was told him.

MOXA

M a y  28, IOI~,-AIILI t h i s  tl;~y iti the Iilorllyllg tllcy tlcckrtl  ,111  111~ C;IVTS  (PI

their ho\vsc<  w i t h  grcrn fl.lg;cs ( o r  scg:;cs)  minglctl  \\*illi  ,111  trlhcr grccii

h e r h c ,  \vhich they kccl,e ;111  the ycarc after. (Irying  the S;IIII  hcrhc,  ;tii(l

make littell mattches to burne their bodies, legges, or armcq,  or ;111y plrtc

wherein they fcclc Payne, which they doe in plncc  of letting blood. I sny,

wheare we use to lett blond upon occation to sick persons, they UFC to hur~lc

them with this herbe,  and estecme that cnnsecrntccl this day the hut.

Richrrrrl  COCl()
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S M A L L P O X

June 18, IGI~.---I  rcccvcd n letter from Jorge Durois, dated in NngasJki, Ie

22nd of June, new stile, wherin hc ndvizcd me that no man \r,ould buy nil

ou r  wheate till the sh ip ing come f rom the Mnnillins.  He wrot me that

above  2 , 6 0 0  p e r s o n s  arc dead  i n  Nagasaki  th is  yenre of the smnllpox,

amongst whome his boy Domingo and a woman slave are two, since he

wrot me his last letter.

Richard Cocks

T O B A C C O

August 7, r615.-Con-no-Suke  Dono  came to the English hnwse, and

;lmongst other talk tould me th;It the King had sent hym word to burne all

the tohnco, and to suffer non to be drunk in his government, it being the

Emoerours  plensure  it should be so; and the like order geven thorowghout

all Japon. And that he, for to begyn, had burned 4 piculs or C. wight this

day, and cost him 20 tat1  picul; and hnd gevcn orders to all others to do the

like, and to pluck up all which was planted. It is strange to see how these

Japons, men, women, nnd children, are besotted in drinking thnt herb; ;~ncl

not ten yenres since it wns in use first.

Richard Coct<s

W A Y  O F  S I T T I N G

Their way of sitting causes no less suffering because they kneel on the floor

and sit back on their heels, or, as we would say, squat. This is n very restful

position for them, but for others it is very wearisome nnd painful until they

gradually become accustomed to it in the course of time.

T E A C H E R S

With  us, jay tc;lchers  instruct chlldrcn in rc.ttling ,~n(l \\,ritlng; in J;I~I.I~~  tll~

b o n z e s  teach them in their monasrcrics.

his 1:roir. 5-J.

E D U C A T I O N

In Japan the sons of nobles, lords, the aristocrncy and gentlefolk  learn to

read and write. There nre usually no public schools. The nobles maintain

in their houses n master to teach their sons, while other children go to

receive their lessons nt the hnnzcs’  monasteries;  some stny nt the monnstcr-

ies for their studies,  hut nthcrs return home tl:tily if the mnnnstcry is ncnr

their homes. These monasteries nf the bnnzcs  n/so serve ns universities for

those who study phi losophy and  the scicnccs nnd  w.lnt IO f~lllO\V  nn

ecclesinsticnl  cnrecr. In the district of ISandd,  in the kingdom of Shimono-

tsuke,  there is 3 university cnllcd Ashikq;l,  whither stuclcntq flock frnm all

over Jap;ln  in order to study all the sciences which are tnught  there gratis.

Ioiio Rodrigltes,  S./.

NOTES

u~~L~RE ANY o’r111:lt  vl3Pl.t.  Flrstor~ra  ddf’r-inrlpro,  pp. 142-143. V;iilgflnno  p e r

on to specify  some of the dificrenccs  in Japanese Ilfc; Ihcir colour of mo~~rnin~.

for exnmplc,  is white, their music sounds harsh  to Western ears, crc. Most of

these diflcrences arc mentioned by Frois in his A-r~fau’o.

TIMES 01:  D A Y. Tratodo,  chap.  5, no. 1.1. Frois’ convenient phrnse “and so on”

is hardly self-explanatory. The Japanese hour lasted two European hour< nntl

Frois’  li$r of hours would he equivalent in Europe to 6 ~.h!., 8 ,\.hf.,  10 n.\t..

noon, z P.u., 4 P.P.~., 6 P.P.~.  and so on. The hours were countc(I  from nlnc to

four, wirh three to one omittctl,  hccnuse  rhrce preliminary strokes  wcrc  rtrnx

on the bells as a warning that the hour was about to bc struck. The Icngth of

the hour was  not constant, for the sixth hour WRS fixed by the [inlc of sunri\e
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room, although sometimes it may be twelve feet long and correspondingly

high. They place n sJlvcr on the step at rhc bortom  of the alcove :Incl on it

t h e y  p u t  an old vase, made of copper, iron or some other material,

containing seasonable flowers. They do this in all four seasons of the year

for they use the flowers that happen to be nvailnblc  at rhc time. There arc

mnny rules rcg”rding t h e  rvak o f  put[rng rhe flol~~crs  into fhc I’.I~C :rnd

private pcoplc  learn rhcm by rc,iding books and I”ac’isrng  under  tcxhcrs,

nlways mzlking  i t  t h e i r  b e s t  endcavour  to  tmrtatc nnlurc .111(1 it< I.lck o f

nrtlficinliry.  One flower will pcrh;ips  lc;~n over this w.~y, allorhcr rh;lt lvny,

while others are set among plants which grow nc;ir  rhcrn in nature.  Some

of the flowers will be in bloom, others only h;llf-open, others srlll  in bud,

but  cnch Rower in put in n plxe whcrc  it seems n;ltur;llly to bclon~.  T h e y

;1void anytIling smncking  of the ;rrtiLci.~lity  \vilh w h i c h  \VC rn.11,~  up large

bouquets of flowers, bunched together  to obt:lin n bcnutlftrl  but unnattrral

effect. The J;lpanesc and Chincsc r;lke hc’rc;it  &light in rhc contemplation of

the things  of nature ;1ntl their lack of ar~lfici:llity,  ;~ncl with n great CICII  of

skill they try to reproduce rhcm x f.lr ns they c;~n.  The s;lme m:ly bc solid

about their paintings nncl their g;lrdens, and the trees nnd flowers pl;rntcd

therein.

In the middle of the snmc alcove they hang n renowned and admired

painting by an outstanding master  of olden times, or n scroll bcarlng their

hieroglyphic letters written by some esteemed calligrapher of by-gone days,

for indeed their writing is more 3 kind of painting than script. Some of

these ancient pnintings and scrolls with writing nrc worth thousands of

crrrzados  and others arc v;rlucd ;It m;lny hundreds,  nnd it is quite beyond

belief how they arc prized and regarded ns wealth and gems.

lorio Rodriper,  S.1.

D I F F E R E N T  S C A L E  O F  V A L U E S

It is no less astonishing to see the importance that they attach to things

which they regnrd 3s the trcnsurcs of Jnpln, although to us such things

seem trivial and childish; they, in their turn, look upon our jewels and

gems ns worthless. You must know that in every part of Jnplin  they drink a

brew made of hot water and 3 powdered herb, called cha. They greatly

esteem this drink 2nd all the gentry have a special room in their houses

o n l y  the J.II~~IIICW  c.111 rcctrgnrtc  it. Qtlirc  c,ftct~  OI~C of rhc~ vc~~I\,  II II)CICIL,

b o w l s  n r  cndclics  w i l l  fetch  three, f o u r  or SIY ~hotr~:ln(l  ~IIC:II$  ;111tl  CVCI,

more ,  althollgh tn our eyes they nplxxr complctcly wtrrlhlc.<s. The king trf

nungo once sh~~\vcrl  me n sm:ill  c;irfhcn~v:lrc rntltly fclr  Ivllic  II , in ,111  fr11111,

w c  w o u l d  have no olhcr tiqc 1113111  trj 1~111  ii ii) 2 I>ir(l’< ~;I::v  .I\ ,t III  III~,III;;-

t r o u g h ;  nevcrthclcss,  hc hxl pilid 9,ooo silver /&x (or .1l~olr~  rq.r:oo tlu~.~r\)

for i t ,  although I \vnuld ccrt;linly  no t  hnvc givcrl  t\vrl f;rrtl,tll;:c  Car II. OIIV

of our Christians Tho\vcd mc ns p.Irt of the trcnqurc  of tllc ci:y of s.I/.:.II  I)II~

o f  these  i r o n  trillrIds,  w h i c h  h;tcl spcci;ll  \vnrlh for  i t  h;~tl IKCII  rrp:lirctl

three times;  he has bought it for 9oo toels (or nhout I,~WI C~IIC.II<)  ,tlthnu~h

I myself would not have given mnre for it thnn for the cxltly of the kil>g of

Bungo.

The surprising thing is that, nlthnugh thousands of simil;tr  c:ltltlic<  ;1n0

tripods nre mnclc,  the J;lp:incse no mnrc vn111c  them thnn WC  tltr. The  priz(.cI

p i e c e s  m u s t  h;ivc hccn made hy ccrt;lin  nncicnt m;lslcry ;IIICI  rhc J:I~>,I~v\c

can immctli;ttclp  pick o u t  Ihcx  v:ilu:lhtc  items from ;imc~rl.: ~lltrllc.~lltlc  0C

o t h e r s ,  j u s t  ns Etrropc.ln  jewellcrs C;I~  tlistin~ui~h bclwccn  gcntril,c  ~111~1

false s t o n e s .  I  d o  nnt t h i n k  that a n y  Eurnpenn  cnultl  nccluirc cr~cll  ;ln

apprccintinn  of these  c/in vessels, becnusc however much WC  m;~y (.y;lminc

them, we cnn never mnn:1ge  to undersrond  in wh2t coIlsisIs their ~;~IIIc ;~ml

how they nrc different from the others. In the snmc  \jf:ly, n plcce  OC p,pcr

w i t h  n painting of n little bird or a sm;lll tree clone in hlnck ink \\.ill  hc

1?6
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bought and sold among them for three, four or ten Ihous.lnd  duc~~ts  If it IS

the work of a recognised  ancient master , alrliough  it is quite \vorthless in

our eyes.

They v,llue no less their krrtunu,  or swords, and the ocher weapons which

they use. Here there seems to he greater justification because a good sword

is prized in any country. However, they go to extremes here as well for

they spend three, four or six thousand ducats on a @tana. I once saw some

very valuable swords and amongst others one which the king of nungo

showed me; he had bought it for 4,500 tluc;lts, yet it carried neither gold

nor ornament;ltion  hut only a bl;lclc of ~>ure iron. When  \ve nth them why

they spend so much money on thcte objects, which of thcmselvcF  are

worthless, t h e y  nns\\‘er  th,lt they d o  I[ for the s.lme rc.lson :IS \vc buy a

diamond or a ruby for a great price, a thing which causes them no less

nstonishmcnt.  They ndd that buying espcnsive jewels is no less foolish than

the custom, which we criticise  in them, of buyin g such things at similar

prices. Indeed, they declare that the things th;~t they huy anti trc;lsure at

least serve some purpose and thus their desire to give so much money for

them i s  less reprehcnsihlc  th;lll t h e  conceit o f  I<urol>c;llls \vl~o purchnsc

prccinus stones which serve for nothing.

T E A  U T E N S I L S

There is a custom among the noble and wealthy Japanese to show their

crcnsurcs to an honourcd guest at his tlcparturc as a tnken of their esteem.

These treasures are made up of the utensils with which they drink a

poivdered  herb, called cho, which is a delicious drink once one becomes

used to it. To make this drink, they pour half a nutshell  of this I)owdercd

herb into a porcelain bowl, and then adding very hot water they drink the

brew. All the utensils used for this purpose are very old-the iron kettles,

the porcelain bowl, the vessel containing the water to rinse the porcelain

bowl, the tripod on which they place the lid of the iron kettle so as not to

lay it on the mats. The vessel containing the chn powder, the spoon used to

scoop it out, the ladle to draw the hot water from the kettle, the hearth-all

these make up the treasures of Japan, just as rings, gems and Ileckl.iccs  of

precious rubies and diamonds do with us. There are experts who evaluate

s u c h  utensils  and ;lct .IF hrokcrs  \\‘hcn  they :II’C‘ hon~llr.  I<c.st ql1;1111y  (-/ICY

costs about nine or ten ducats a pound  and is drunk ;II g;lthcrings  nt which

the host, according to his means, shows oil his treasures.  ?‘hcse gatherings

are held in special houses, which are used only on such occasions and are

kept wonderfully clean.

At nine o’clock the next clay they sent an invitation to me, a Japanese

Brother and another man, a rich and very good Christi;ln  who looks nfrer

all our affairs in Japan. They conk me by the side of his npartmcncs  tn n

smal l  door ,  just  big enough for  n man t o  pass rhrorl~h cc~mfort2hly.

Entering through this door, ic’c tvent along 3 narrow corrlO0r and tip ;I

cedar staircase of such incrcdihly 611~ workmnnshIp t11.1t  \vc sccmcd to hc

the first to have ever used it. We came into :I squ.irc courty;Ird mcnsurin;

about n dozen feet either way, and pnssing  along n verandah we entered

the house where we were to e;lt. The place W;IS  ;I little l;trgcr  th;lll rllc

cou r t ya rd  and seemed IO have been made by angels  r.lthcr than hy ~KII.

On oiie side of the room rhcrc \v.ls a sort of cul)lK);~rcl  \vl~ich one fi~ltl< ov(‘r

h e r e  a n d  ne;lrhy W:I<  :I h c n r t h  o f  hl;lck earthcnw~~rc,  ahout .I y;~rri 111

circumfcrcncc,  tvllich  .slf.tn~cly  clltrllgll sllc~ltc  lI!ic  ,t (s~ll\l~t,(l  11111101,

nlthnllgh it W;IS  as black :,Y p i t c h .  A  plc;lsingly  wrougllt kcttlc SIO(KI  OII  ,I

hnntlsomc tril>c,(l, :111(1 the ;~sllcs  OII  \vll~ch lllc IIVC  co;111 I;ly I~,trl;c~~l 111,(

ground eggshells. No words c;~n describe the order and clc,lnlincss of II ;lll.

but this is not so surprising when you consider that they pay great

attention to such little details and chink of nothing else. My friend told rnc

that Sancho had been lucky enough to buy the kettle for 6oo duc;ltc,

although it was worth very much more.

When we were sentcd, they began to serve the mc31.  I cannot  rCCOll1

mend the food, for in this respect Japan is ;i most h:lrrcn ~)l;~ce;  I)ut .I\

regards the service, nrclcr,  cleanliness nnd the utensils, I (lo nc~t  thr~~li  II I<

possible to hc served nnywherc in the world with grcatcr  CIC.IIIII~CSS  nn(l

order than in Japan. Even if a thousand men were eating,  not a word is

heard from the waiters  and everything  is done in a mnrvellously  orderly

.I way.

When dinner was over, we all knelt down and said grace, for such is the

good custom observed by the Christians in Japan. Then with his own

hands  Sancho mndc and served the clltr, the powder 1 mentionecl  nhnve.

Afccrwartle  h e  showc(l m c  from :~mrrng IIis many ~rc~<urcs .I <m;lll  iroll

t r i p o d ,  ahout ;I s(~;ln  111 cii-cumfercncc. 011  \Vl~lCll tl1c kcrtlc II(I  I{ pl*l‘cd
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i\,l:cll  II 15 ~~II~IIYC~\  from the krttlc. I took il i n  m y  hands  nncl sn\v thnt i t

WJS  SO worn \t,lth age in mnny parts  that it had broken in two pl;~ccs  .ind

had heen soldered. He told me that it ~3s one of the most valwble tripds

in Japan  znd hnd cost him 1,030 ducnts,  .although he himself considered it

to be tvorth a great deal more. All these utensrls were ItelN in cosrly  silk

;~nd d;~m:~sk bags inside rich askets. H e  told m e  rhnt he n\vnetl o t h e r

vnlunble )>icces. but would not show them to me then as they were stored

;~way in ;1 r.lthcr inaccessible pl;lce, hut hc promised 10 bring them out

w h e n  I returned, The value of his treasures is not all th,lt rcmnrl;nble,

becnuse there is n man i n  M i y n k o  w h o  h n s  An cnrthenwnre c/la  c.,ddy,

about the size of 3 clay cup, which is worth 30,000 ducxts. I do not mean

rllar it WOIJI~  rcnlisc this price, but mnny princes \rould give IWOO  ducnts

for it. There are many containers nf this type worth three. four or five

th()Llsa,d duc;lts  antI they ;\rc often bou;;ht  ;~ncl sold. Some of their swords

nlso fetch slmilnr  prices.

T h e  J,I~,IIK~C  hnvc such innumer;~hle  ccrcmonies that nohc~ly  knows nil of

t h e m  2nd they have m;,ny books which dellI wi th  noth ing but  these

cerernnnirs. They make use of seven or CI~‘$1111 just to drink n littlc w;ttcr ;lncl

they hnvc more thnn thirty regarding the use of the fnn;  and there is nn

infinite number  regarding their \v;~y of c.ltin,17 ;lncl sentling  g i f t s  ;IIKI  their

soci;ll  de;llings.  They  have no other Ic.lrnilah7 or study save rhis nnd the

study  of the l anguage .

T H E  T E A  C E R E M O N Y

The purpose of this gathering to drink te;, and of the conversation thereat

is not for the guests to deliver long speeches, but rather that they may

calmly  and moderately contemplntc  within themselves the things they see

there; this they do, not to compliment the host on them, but rather to

understand  in this wny the mysteries which :\re enclosed therein. In

keeping  wi th  th is  purpose, evcrvthing  employed in the ceremony is as

c
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n a t u r e  crcnred i t - rus t ic ,  unrchilcd  and  s imp le ,  3s !Vlruld bcflt n Iollcly

country hermitage. For this reason the JIOLISC, the l><ith  ,lpl~ro;lchin;:  it a11cl

the utensils used there are all of this quality. Thus they do not m.lkc use of

spacious rooms and richly dccornted apartments for this g:lthering as they

would in ordinary socinl usnxc, nor do they use clishc< of dclic;lrc chin.1 or

other rich nncl  choice ve<selc. Instend, the effect<  of \vc;llth  nrc motlrr.~lctl

w i t h i n  the very conf ines o f  tile horlqcs  in w h i c h  they tl\vcll  I,? 2 cm.111

cottngc,  th;irchctl  wirh straw antI r c c c l s .  I t  i$ Cn5hiclnctl frown tlmlxr .I5

rough ;ls if it h;fd come from n thicket nncl one old piece of IVCCXI  i< mcrcl!,

f ixed to another.  This  is  done in  imi ta t ion oC nn o ld  room or dcycrt

hermitage, worn o\lt with age and constructed roughly and rustically from

the things ohtnincd  from the surrounding wilderness.  Everything is left iI1

its natural state, and there is no artificiality or gcntcclnes5  ;Il)p;trcI1t. 1,111

only decrcpituclc  nnd nnturnlncss.

T h e  t~eswlc  ~ncl tlithcs usctl  in this ,g;lthcrin,  sor 1rc iirrt r,f g~,l~l  rjr <llvcr  01

any fltl1c.r  j7rcciorrs  ni.ilcri:ll, nor :Irr tllrv ri~l\lv  :111,1 ~II~C~IV  \vI(~II~:III:

instcncl thcv nrc mntlc of cl;ly or iron \vitllo\lt ,~ny polish or d~~li~h~n~  111,

n o r  \\‘ill\ ;Inylhiiig \\,llicll mi;;lll ;iIl~;~ct Illc .11>1~‘111(’ I0 (Ic\iirc 111~.111  (tt1

ncc~iiiit  of their l~.iuly nn(l lusrrc.  111 kccl>inz, Iio\vc\‘cr, \vllh lllclr n.1111-

rally  mcl;~nchc~ly  tlicp0cltican 2nd ikiclgcmrnr, ;tnO,  .tlsr,, \vilh tllc p~lrl~~s.c’

for which they collect such things, the Jnpncsc  fintl  such myrrcl  its 111 tllcsc

ten utcnqils  that they nttrihnte to them, I‘1s well ;IS t o  Ilicir .incicnl  5\\.or(17

and dn,qcr<,  the v;~luc and w o r t h  lvhich othc.r IXYII~IV  ~‘l,~c.r  111 I~I(‘CICIII’,

stone?,  p~;~rls  ;lncl nltl mctlnls.  I n  fact the J.ipanrqr rc,ci’;lr(l  tI>c‘;c 111111?\  I<

their grm< xrltl mctl.lls, ;IS lvc sh:~ll  s,ly llcrc.tftcr.  /\IK~vc ,111 clrc III(,) (‘.I\

more nttrlllion t o  Ihc clr;inlincs<  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  liflwrvcr 5n7,1ll. 11~  1111’

rustic 2nd nncicnt setting than cnn Ix c:itily in~,~~ginctl.  I~C,IIIFC  they grc,lLIy

vnluc and enjoy this kind of gnthcring to clrink  tea, they slxncl  I.lrgc  <III~Y

of money in building such n house, trough t h o u g h  i t  mnv be, nnfl 111

purch;lsing  the things ncetled  for drinkin,,(r the LintI of lc;i which ic trffcrctl

i n  thcte mretingc. T h u s  t h e r e  n r c  utcIxils,  albeit  of cnrthcnwnrc,  lvhlcl1

come to be \vorth ten, twenty or thirty rhouca~rtl ~J-~/zN,/os  or cvcn niorc---;I

t h i n g  w h i c h  w i l l  nppenr :IS madness ;lncl h;lrh,lrlty  Irl other n.lt~r~n\  111.11

hear of it.

A t  a certain  hour of the nppointetl tl;~y c:~ch  trnc roljc$ llimsclf  nc;~tly .111(1

modestly; Iny people shave the head, while the honzes nncl those who have
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performed inky0 shave the head and chin. W earing new stockings they

proceed to the private gate through which access is gained to the woods.

Outside this gate there is a swept terrace, Ivhich, together  with rhc wallc,  is

newly \vnrcrecl for the sake of freshness. The gate is so small and low that a

person cnn enter only by stooping dotvn. In front of the gate thcrc is a

rough c1c.111 <tone \\,licrc  t h e  g u e s t s  change their s~~ncI.~Is I)cfore  c111cring

the wood and put on new clean ones, so as Ilot to soil the s~oncs  c)f  tl~c  ~),II\I

for they arc very clean and well watered.

Up to this point the gate has been locked from within, but now conks

the master  of the house, opens it and thrusting his head outcide hitls the

guests welcome. He closes the gate ivithout locking it and then returns

through the wood by a priv.ltc  path rcscrvctl for his use n11tl cntcrs  his

house; he neither goes in nor goes out of the ten house. Once he h:~s

withJr.lwn the guests open the gate, enter and then lock it .Igain from the

inside. For a short while they sit there, resting in an nrbour  and gazing at

the wood. Then they walk along the path through the wood up to the tea

house, quietly contemplating everything they see-the wood itself, individ-

ual trees in their natural setting, the paving stones and the rude stone

trough for washing the hands. Crystal-clear water flows from this basin

and may be poured into the hands by a jug which is to bc found there, and

the guests may wash their hands if they so wish; in winter hot water is

pl;~ctl rhcrc on nccnunt  of the cold. They now ;ll’proach  the cottage; the

closed door is set somewhat above ground level and is just large enough for

:I person to pass through provided he stoops. They rcmnve their fans and

tl;lggers from their sashes and drposit them in a kind of cupboard placed

there outside for that purpose. Then they open the door and leaving their

sandals there all go inside, after observing due etiquette nc to who sh,lll

enter first. The master of the house is not present hut zr)me of the tea

utensils ;lre already prepared.

Then Ivithout  saying a word they begin to cnntcmpl;ltc  rvcrythll,g they

see there. Each guest first of all goes by himself to the .~ol(onor?tn  111 the

middle of the room in order to look at the flowers th.lt are pl;~cctl  thcrc in

an old copper or iron vase or in an old basket of a special shape.  After that

he regards the hanging scroll with its painting or written text, and

contemplates the painting or considers the meaning of the text. Then he

goes to see the hearth, the pot and the live charcoal, as well as a sort of ash

so neatly and tastefully laid out that it leaves nothing to be desired, He next
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looks at all the otllcr tlri~lgs one II! OIIC,  . llld  01(.11  IIlS~WI~  (hr. I'CI)  ll(ILlS~

itself, the reed windows ntlornetl with osiers, the roof ovcrh~~tl n1.1~1~  of oltl

reed<, s m o k e - d r i c t l  hut vcrv CIC;III  ;ln(l II~.II.  tllc gr.lin (II the \c,~ltl,  ;lntl

c;erythlng else i n  the hcrmitagc. F~n;~lly hc gocc :111d sit> (IOIVII  ill hi5 pl.~cc

in silence. When evcryhocly has finIshed his Inspection and has squatted on

his knees, the master of the house opens an inside door, and cntcring the

hut he th;inks  his guests for having come to his rctrc;lt while they return

him thanks for having invited them.

Then they converse gravely and modestly on wholesome  topics for a

short time, until the master of the house rises ;Ind fetches the charcoil :~nd

the  ash in special  contnincrs  with n suit:lhle  copter spoon.  I Ic t.lkcr  the /XII

f r o m  rhc hc.lrth,  places  it to onr s ide and begins  to ptl1 (III  mtrrr cl1.~1~~0,11

All draw ncnr to watch him put on the chnrcoal  for it IS done‘ in n special

way; only ;I lIttIc  is used and cactr  piece is carefully put into position,  ;irlrf

fine ash is poured around to obtain a pleasing effect. This charcoal is mndc

from a certain wood which immediately kindles and does not throw out

sparks; it is round in shape, as it was naturally before it was cut by a very

fine saw, burnt and matlc into charcoal. He next replaces the pot and pours

water into it so that it may boil. A small quantitv nf sweet pcrfumc  kept for

the purpnsc  is 1>1;1cctl in the ash ;Ind, :Ilthough it does not I>llrn,  it glvr< ofT  n

pleasant smell in the hnusc.

This donr, he collects the VC’ISCIS  toxcthcr, rwrrps  up \virh grr:lt  tl~l~gcncc

and goes back into thr house, snyin g to the gticsts that it is time for them to

eat in order to clrink  the ten. Hc brings out the fare \\fith his own hands

and places it before c.lch guest,  beginning with the senior person.  The food

is most cleanly arranged with rice and raw shire and two other good dishes

well set out; then he brings the second cnurse of bird or fish sllrro with

other tlishcs. The quantity of the food i< Fuch th;lt it can ljc c;ltrn  \vitllotlt

any stipcrfltlity,:111(1 hcncc llicrr ;lrc not mnny cll5l1r5.  I,k~r r~nl~  t\f’o 01’ Ihrcc,.

A bo\\rI o f  r ice  I S  ;)I h.~nd for C:ICII  guest to 1.1hc 1vl1.11  IIC rcc,~~~rc\,  ~‘lrc /,rlr~

t h e n  rctircs inside, closcc  the d o o r  and IC,IVCS  t h e  KLlcsts  t(~ C.II.  T11cy

observe a deep silence anti do not say a word, csccpt to ask for strmcrhin;:

necessary in ;I low voice. From time tn time the host comes out to see if they

want any more shire,  and he goes and fetches it for them. Then in due

course he brings a varnished jug with a spout containing hot wine, and

cups for each one. He places it in front of the guests for c;lch one to tnkc

and drink what he will, without being preset1 to drink more. When nil
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d c c l i n c ,  h e  CtJlkCtS the wiw,  tnkcs nwn)’ t h e  s e c o n d  course nf s&m aid

finally  brings hot water and cxh guest takes as much as he wants.

When this has been done, he takes the dishes one by one inside and then

brings nut fruit and a suitable dessert on a tray for each person, and retires

inside. When they have eaten the fruit, they collect these trays and place

them near the service door; then they leave the house, close the tloor and go

into the wood to wash their hands and mouth in preparation for drinking

ten. As soon as they have pnc out, the host lncks the door from within,

sweeps the littlc house with his OWII hands, t,~kcs  nwny the flowers ;1nd 11uts

in others of n different kind. When all is ready he opens the door slightly

:~n(l retires,  thus giving the guests to understand that thry m;~y enter. After

rhcy have lvnshcd  their hands and mouth, the guests come into the house

;lg,lin  and once more inspect cvcrything  there, including the utensils for

serving ten, and then in complete silence each one sits do\vn in his place.

The host now appears and asks if they wish to drink tea? They thank him

~IIKI  say that they do. He comes out with the necessary trtcnsils,  and should

he o\vn a valu;lblc caddy he brings the powdered ten inside it, rnrlnsed

w i t h i n  a si lk b;lg. He  t akes  o f f  t he  bag nntl puts &WII  the cA.ly,  am.1

washes and dries the porcelain dishes. He then pours the ten into the dish

with a bamboo spoon, nnd having put in n spoonful of the powder he s.lys,

“Ynur Honnurs had better drink this tea weak for it is very poor stuff.” But

the guests beg him to make it stronger for they wish to drink it thus as they

know it is excellent. So he puts in as much ten as is necessary, and with a

special jug draws off hot water from the pot and while it is still very hot he

pours it on top of the powder. He next stirs it with a bamboo whisk and

places it on the mat in front of the guests, who then pay each other

compliments as to who &III drink first. The senior guest begins  first and

takes three sips before handing it tn the second guest, and thus rhc ten goes

round until they have finished  drinking.

/oao Rodrigucr, S.1.

N O T E S

P A P E R .  Hl’.ctdrr’a,  I, p. 148.  The FInn tlyn:lsty  of China  lnstcd from  206 n.c. to

221 A.D. 2nd is called Knn in Japanese; hence the Jnpancsc  for Chincsc idco.

graphs is kanlr‘,  or Kan letters.

/II 1 and CdfU!  e .‘/I#,

Tl1IIF.F.  hfl:Tllrlns  01 ~~l<i~~rIN~.  //,.if;!/n,  II. pp 52-j+ I h.I\C  ill~~lll,lC~I  till<

passage m a i n l y  o n  nccount  of Wcstcrn  intcrcst  in JnpancFc  p,rlnl$.  Rotlrigt~cF

observes  that printing had hecn invented in China  more than I ,huo ycnr\

previously and thence passed to Japan via Korea; he adds thnt there \vcre fcwcr

books in Japan than in China,  where  there  was “an infinite  number,”  which  on

the whole  were  bcttcr produced.  The  British  Museum prctcrvcs  what is clnimcd

to be the world’s  oldest  spccimcn  of printing--n  IIud(ihist  tcyt prinrctl  in 1;1p:ln

from  wooden  blocks  hctween  the years 762-769  hy order  of 111~ Enlprrcc

Shotoku.  See  Carter.  T h e  Inucntron  o/ Prirttinp.

P A I N T I N G .  !f!Jtdlin.  11, pp. 10-13. This  superb  account,  \vh~ch co well  cnt<ilc.\

the peculiar  mood and  gcllius  of Jnp,nncce  ;lrt, clc.lrly  clcrnclnrtr.~lrc  Rotlri~~lc\

intimate  knowlctlgc  and npprecintion  of Japanese culture  and gives him  n

unique  position  among  the early  European  writers.  The same list of ha~~cr  is

given  in Vocobulario da Lingoa  (f. 75v.),  but no further  explanation  is given of

“the  sight of a lovely fair,” which is obviously out of keeping  with the other

seven views.  But in his Arlc  d a  Lingoa  (f. 226~~)  Rodrigues  gives  t h e  Chinese

ideogrnphs  of these hakkei.  from which  the bcttcr  translation,  “The  tight  of n

lovely  mountain  town,” cnn be ohrained.  The Chinese  Etght  Views  were

originally  painted  by Sung Ti  during  the Sting  tfynnsry  (I$IO-I 27(j)  :Incl  nrc

usually  called  the Tzu-Siang  Eight  Views,  bccausc  the views ;~rc conncclctl  wlth

the Tzu and Sinng  rivers,  which  meet in southern  China  and flow into I.;~kc

Tung-ting.  The Eight  Views  of Lnkc Biwa  (or  Omi  ,!uqk,,~),  m:Idc /.1111ous  hy

Hiroshige’s set of prints, are said to resemble the Chinese views. The Twenty-

Four  Obediences  presumably  refers  to the ‘Nijkhi-qd,  o r  the Twcnfy-Fort!

Paragons o/ Filial I’;c/y,  a collection of Chinese stories illustrnticlg  this virtuc-

see Chamberlain’s  Things /apnnesc under  Filial Pirty.

S C R E E N S.  I n  Cl’ar./tri, 1598,  I, II.  32nv-321. This  pnccngc is taken  from  Vllcln‘~

lengthy  hut f;lscinnting  nccount  of his tour  of Miynko;  rhc tcnlplc  ~ncnIioIlc,I  111

the opening  scntcncc  was Honkokuji, a Nichiren  fountlation.  For further

information  on bydbu  (whence  the Spanish  and Portuguese  word,  biombo),
see Basil  Grcy’s ]apuncsr  Screen  Point ing  (London, 1955). Of spccinl  intcrc>t

arc the namban bydbu  or Southern Barbarian  screens painted in the late six-

teenth  century,  depicting  Europeans  (generally  disembarking  from a ship  in

harhour)  in contemporary  Japan-see  T. Nagami’s  standard  work,  N a m b a n

RyGbu T a i s e i  (Tokyo,  I930), and C. R. Boxer’s  article,  Some  Asprcrf  01 I’orru-

gut-se  In/7urncc in /apan,  T.J.S., XXXIII (1936).

l,,TERATI!RE.  .4VfC  hcvc.  ff. 4v-5. A grcnr  tlrnl  could  hc wrtttcn  :I~)CIUI rhc  work<

mentioned  in this unique  pas~agr.  but the following  hricf  nntcs will  h;l\c  IO
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tvhilc nccnrtling ttr dilfercnt  estimntes  between 300,000 and 4oo,ooo ioli: Itve

in the vicinity.  At nny rntc it IS certainly  true that there is no larger place in

t h e  kncl\vii  v.nriti.

Rodrrgo de Vioero y Velusco

T E M P L E S  A N D  C O U R T E S A N S

S I G H T - S E E I N G  I N  M I Y A K O ,  1 5 6 5

A s  Hrothcr L u i s  Almeitin  was o n  h i s  w;~y  bnck to Bungo,  hc antI 1 went

sight.sccing i n  t h i s  c i t y  trf Miy.~ko the second lvcck ;Iftcr  E..~stcr, hcc.~usc

there nre mnny things to KC nnd it is the custom of the Jnlx~ncsc to enjoy

thcmtclves  by going to FCC the tcrnplcs  2nd ancient  monuments of this part

of the country. People  nrc .~iw;~ys  coming from other kingdoms in order to

see the sights, but ;IS it is not possible to describe  them ~111,  I will only

mention in this letter the ones that 1 stil l remember.

First of nil we went with n party of about 30 Christinns to see the place

of K~thi, Sor~a, the lord of nil Japan. Through the good offices of one of his

Christian servants, we were granted admittance and saw some chambers

\vhich are set apart for his recreation; they are certainly the cleanest,

ptcncantest nnd most splendid  npnrtments  that I have ever seen in my born

d;lys. In front oE the \r’indows  of this suite  wns n garden wi th dclightfui

and strange  trees-cedars, cypresses, pines, orange-trees, 3s well 3s other

v;trirties  unknown in Europe--nil  of which were cultivated artificially, so

that romc nre sh;tpcd like bell q, others like towers, others like tlomcs  2nd so

on. There  are so mnny lilies, roses, violets 2nd other Rowers with such

diverse coiours and scents (for much care is lavished upon them for his

en joymen t )  th:it they cause m u c h  ndmirntian  among those who contin-

uniiy set them and even more so nmong  people like ourselves for whom

they nre so novel.
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They took u s  tilcixc to see ;Inuthcr g.lrdcn  \vlthin tllc S;IIXC  ~I.I~.I~c  Rand

this seemed to us to be even better th,ln the first one. The st.\[lles are 1

building made of ccdnr,  in which they could well entertain great nobles.

The floor is covered nil over with fine matting and ench of the horses I S

kept in its separate compartment with wooden floors and wills. And ~11

these prts arc m.lttcti  so that the men who look after these horses  mny rest

thcmselvcs thcrc.

On ICJVIII~  IJ~ :\cic,tlIcr g;~tc wc c;imc  out 011 to  3 street \\~IIIc~I  1 5~tl1poL;c

w o u l d  [JC  \IS or SC’VC’II ~~rnrs  .IS I,rcxld ;IS tilt RLI:I NOV;I  ill I.IJJo~ ;111(1  I\VICC

:IS long. Ail :llf,ng  thi5 strcrt there \vcI-e delightful trecr on Ix~th  s~tlcr.  ‘I.hc

street comes t o  ,111 c11d .~t tllc I>.~l;lcc  ol the Ufr;ri. wlio is the Ior< to \\.llr,nl

most  honour IS due ill alI Jap;~n; in ancient  times he wns the l’.mperclr,  hut

now hc is ol~yecl  iic, longc~‘,  WC saw his p~i.~cc  nnd one of its plrdcns  from

t h e  c~utsidc  oiliy, bcc;iu5c  i~c~l~otiy  cntcrs  w i t h i n  s;Ivc’  those \\~I10 \r’:llt on

him.  From \vIIicIKvcr  I’,lrt  you may Ic;ivc  the city, the outskirts ;irc very

iovcly :111d tllc cc,lllltrysidc  i\ the most Itlsuri,lnt and ;l~rcc;lhlc of ~11 JZI~LII~.

f o r  tIicrc  is ii0 Ixttcr  ~jl,lcc III the \\‘holc of t h i s  isi;lnti  th.~n the silt of thlc

M~y;~ho.

From thcrc \vc went aloilg s(~mc ion, .1’ streets, very str;iight  ,In(l icvrl,  ,111

elf whicll  ,~rc cl~~ccri  hy g;~tcs ;II n i g h t ;  ;tntl thr ciist;lncc \vt’ \v;~ikc~l ;1101lg

those strcels ~OLIIJ be ns from the c:lthedr:li  of Lisbon 10 Now Scnhorn  d.1

EspcrSsn  de Han Vist;). All of these streets are occqicd  by mcrch:lnts  and

crnftsmen \vho WC;IV(I  ;lnd cmhroidcr d;lm:lsk and other s i l k s ,  alld make

golden fanx 2nd all the other things used in this country. In the middle of

these streets is n temple  of Amidn which is the most frcqucntcd in nil the

city. An enormous crowd of people  comes to giv.c alms nnd pray to the idol

nil dny long, but especially in the nltcrnoon when the shops h;~vc  hrcn

closed nnd the people are fret.  The Christian gentlemen who were nccom-

pnying us then Icd us from this tcmpic  to the place which hciongs to thr

governor of nil this kingdom. There are many things I could write about

this, but I will only describe to you one of its gardens. In addition to the

Krcnt vnrlety of trees (just like the ones in the prdcns of the K1th6 Snma)

which we saw there, in the midciie of the garden there is n pond of speci;ll

water which is brought ;It grcnt cost from ttvo or threr  lengucc ;~\v:ly 2nd

r u n s  into thr pon(l  tllrou~h  ;I I.lrKc r o c k ,  w h i c h , :itlhough nrtifici:llly

wrotight, IocA5  Iikc ;I wc,rk  of nature. In the mititllc of this 1)ond llicrc  arc

ni.~ny killtIc  of ist.lndc  linked hy iovcty  wooden ;lnti stone hritigc5, ;liltl .tII

” r;7
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this iF sh.ldctl  by hc;~ut~Cul  trees.  Without ;~ny doubt at ,111 it is in~poss~hlc  to

give ;Iny ;~lcqua~c  descriptioll  of t h i s  g a r d e n .

Lois  Ftoir,  S.1.

D E N S E  P O P U L A T I O N

Although the dict~ncc  from Suru~;l to the city of M~y;~ko is mclrc than ;I

100 Ic:igucs, you \\,111  not 6nd  even n qu.~rtrr  o f  n le:lgue  un~wpulnted.

Whcnevcr  tlic rr.ivellcr  r;liqes  h is  cyc5, he will :il\vny5 set pc~~l~lc c o m i n g

;lllci plllg.

T H E  SlGHTS O F  N A R A

In this kingdom of Miy;lko there is n densely popul;lteti city cnllcti  Nzrn

w h i c h  hx many inrge nnd  rich tcmplcs;  1 s p e n t  some tbys thc~-c .1nr1 snw

three outstnnd~ng  things of note. One of them is a gre:\t met;11 idol as big 3s

r h c  tower of the gate of Evor.l, wh ich,  ns it is in l’ortug.11,  1 m;~y use AS 3

comp;lrison.  I am not mist.lken in this because a pigeon perching on top of

the idol’s head looks like a very small bird to anybody gazing up from

below. I do not know how many paces long is the idol’s hand, but its face

would be about four spans broad. Two other statues, almost as big, are

found on either side of the idol; there also stand two other statues, wooden

and estremely I;lrge, which are so fearful that when I went up to them 1

was lost in admiration at the sight of such huge demons. This temple is n

great centre of pilgrimage.

The second noteworthy thing in this place is the herd of about three or

four thousand tame deer which roam through the city. Belonging to the

temple, they graze in the fields and wander through the streets like dogs;

they are worshipped because of their connection with the temple and the

idol. Anybody killing one of these deer suffers death, his property is

confiscated and his lineage is cut off.  If a deer should die in the street, the

people living round about are obliged to report the cause of its death;

failure to do so brings down heavy punishment on them.

ClfiCi  and Tmd _z s‘{

T h e  t h i r d  fc;lrurc of this city I S ; I I.irgc ;~ncl tlcq~ pcd f u l l  o f  li\h.

rcmnrknble  both for their size nnd number. If nnyonc claps his hands by

the bank (the signal that food is to hc given out), so many large fish swim

up that it is impossible tn count them. Nobody kills these fish bccausc  they

belong to the temple and i&d, and the people firmly hclicvc  that anyhotly

killinK CIIIC c,f  the fish \~~iii ixconic n Icpcr,  . 3nti co f o r  fc:rr o f  Ihis nc~lx~~i~

cl.lrcs  t o  (lo 50. IIlc  I>I~II~.c~  Ilc,ltl  tJ\.lt  c;llln,q  fi\ll ir :I \fery ,yr,,vc 5i11--\11

gr:lvc>  I I I  f;~cr,  tll;lt  II ,II,V 0C Il~cm sh~~llltl tlo <II~  hc 15 illllllrcll.llcly  (lrlli  I\.([1

s./

In  th is  <hi\’ 1 h:ivc m;lclc n voy;~~c f r o m Miy;ll;c)  t o  I<tlo. hc~ng ;A< f,lr :I(

f r o m  Lontl~bn to r h c  i21/.;lrtlc or the l.;llltl? rnd (If En~l.lll(l.

ff’rfl Ad‘/lV .r

T h u s  \ve trnvclled until1 the sisth of Scp’;mbcr,  hcforc \\‘c got to Surus;l,

e a c h  day fifteenc  o r  sixtccnr Ic;~gucs  o f  t h r e e  miics tn ;I I~.I~\Ic  ns \\‘c

ghessec l  i t .  The way fnr the most part is wontierfull cvcn,  nnth whcrc it

m c c t c t h  lvith MrJtrnt;lins I>;I~W~C  i.< CCII  rhrollgh.  Thiq \v:~y  1% 11x I~.IYIIC

Roade  of al1 this Countrcy, nn(l i< for the most part s;lndic  nnti ,~r.lvcli: it I\

divided into lcngucs,  and at cvcry Ieagucs end arc two sm.~il h11lq.  viz. on

either side oE the way one, and upon every one of them n faire  Pine-tree

trimmed round in fashion oE an Arbor. These mnrkes are placed upon the

way to the end, that the Hacknie men, and those which ict nut Horses to

hire, should not mnkc men pay more then their due, which is nhnut three

pense a icngue.  The Rnnde is exceedingly travelled, full of pcoplc, Ever nnd

annn you meet with Fnrmes and Cnuntrcy houses, with VillageT,  antI rlftcli

M,ith great Towncs, with Frrr ics over fresh Rivers, and m:lny J:r/r/rrlcc.l/rsc

or Hotol(e which are their Temples, scituate  in Groves anti most plr;~\,~lir-

e s t  place% f o r  tlclight  of t h e  lvhnle Countrey. T h e  Pricctc tlr;lt n~tr.tl(l

‘37



284 CIIWJ  and ‘l‘~avrl

rhercupn tl~ell~ng ;~bout the sxme, as o u r  Fricrs  III old T i m e  pl;~nted

themselves hcrc in England.

IolIn Saris

T H E  C I T Y  OF ED0

This city, with its 150,oo~  inhnbitnnts, is situated by the scn  nod there fiows

th rough  the mltldle  of it nn ;lmple  river, jvhich is nnvignble  by mcdium-

sized hoxs but not by ships bccnuse  it is nnt suniciently  deep Mnct of the

city’s provi~itJns  are conveniently c;irried  :ilong this river, which br:lnches

cd and ru11s dnwn m.liiy strcctF , ~110 prices nre so low thnt n m;rn C~II  cnt

quite well on hnlf 3 teal n dny. Although the Japanese do not use much

hrend ;Ind regard it as something nut nf the ordinary, like fruit, it is no

es;lggerntion  tn sny that the bread  made in this city is the best in the wnrld,

:~nd  ;IS thcrc  is so littlc dcmnntl  for in, they sell it for next to nothing. There

is  x m u c h  tn see in the strcct5  of thi< city ;I$ there is tn cnnsitlcr  in its

:Irltiilnl~tr.lt;(lIi,  for the I.ItIcr i s  ccmp:ir;J)lc  \!,itli  Rniii~tn  gtrvcr-nincnt.

There  n r e  hut fc!<,  streets hctter thxrr  o t h e r s  f o r  a l l  ;ire ;ilike  i n  their

cvennc~<  ;~ntl size, nnd they :lrc fnr broader, longer and strnightcr  th;~n the

streets  of Spin.  They  arc kept  so clcnn thnt  you might  well th ink that

ncrhndy  ever walks along them. The houses are wooden and some, but not

all, hnve two stories. Even though our houses look better from without, the

interior of these houses  is fnr more benutifcrf.  The houses are completely

sepnrntc, one f rom the other,  and e:rch hns n porchway.

The people live in particular streets according to their trade nncl station;

nn~ street, for ex;lmple,  is reserved for cnrpcntcrs 2nd men of nnother trade

\vill nnt live there. In other streets there nre cobblers, bl;rcksmiths,  tailors

2nd tr;tdcr(; in short, you ~vill find  in the various streets and districts nil the

trades imnginable  and many which nre not to be found in Europe. And

this s;lme  system also applies to shopkeepers: silver brokeis live in ogle

neighbourhoocl, gold brokers in nnothcr, while those dc;lling  in silk nnd

other gonds also have their own locality,  so that you will never find  one

trade located in the street of nnothcr.

Thc rc  :Ire specinl districts nnd streets \vith sholx scll~ng  game, such ns

Ixlrtritlges,  geese, w i l d  d u c k ,  cr:lnes, hens ;ind ;iii  ~ibund.lncc  of cl: .. 1.111d

111 hrrtl. In nnnther street therr mny be found r;lhhits, hnres, wild ho.trs ;~nd

Cifres  and Trovrl rtY5

d e e r  \vithnut  ntlmbcr. Another l~lncc  is c:llletl  ~hc  F i s h  M.t~I,ct  .II~CI I \\‘.I$

taken to see this bec,lutc of its sl>eci;ll  interest, for hcrc they rcll cvcry kincl

of salt and freshwater fish you could desire-dried, s;lltcd  :IIUJ  frcth.  And

mnny live fish are kept in tubs full of wnter so you c;\n buy just \vh;lt you

want. And as there is such n number of traders, they come oc~t into the

s t r ee t  nnd lower their prices accord ing to the sexon :lncl their circun-

stnnces.  T h e  veget;rble  ;1n0 fruit m.rrkct is ;~lso  in ;I scpr,lrc  rlistrict  .1110 is

just 3s interesting ;IS the other pl:lces nlrcndy dcscrihecl, hcc:lusc, III  .~cltl~t~cl~l

to the :Ibund;lnce  :~nrl v;lrtcty  of fruit, the clennlincsc  with \\‘h~ch tllc gorxl\

nre displayed gives the customers ;In nppctitc.  There is yet .Inothcr  street

which consists only of inns ;Intl nothing else. A trnveller  norm.llly ch.~ngc~

his mount cvcry  two Icagues nnd so there nre streetz where horscc arc hired

out and sold. So many horses nre kept at these places  and, on ;I tr:lvcllcr’s

arrival, so many men cnme up tn solicit his custnm  and show him their

hot-x’s  p;~ccs  th:lt nnc is almost at n Inss which to choose.  The tlistrict  antI

street o f  t h e  Ixrtl ~v~~mcii  i s  ;~l\v:~y< follntl (111  the 0titFkirtC nf llic ttr\vn.

The nrh1c.s  nnd pq~lc (If qu;tlity l i v e  i n streets ;~ntl (li<lrIcI\  cl~11lc

diffrrcnt  from tlic rest  of the town ;~n(l nn ctrmm(~ncr  or I)cI<~II~  (11  111~

l ower  clnsscs  mixes wi th  them. This  m;~y hc cnsily  SCCII hy the :Irmnrl.ll

hearings which only the gentry hxve pintcd ;~ntl giltled  nhtrvc the dtrnrs of

the houses. They spend :I great den1 of money on these nnd you m;ly find

gateways cost ing river 20,000 ducats. .

Roclrigo de Vivcro )’ Vcltrsco

T U F F O N  r\T 1:.1>0

O f  late here is cnm news from Edo, ; I Clttie in jalxttl ;I< I”gs :I\ l,o110011,

wherein the Checfc of the nohrlktic of jap;tn h:tve hcnutcfull  /I:I!\Y<  ~+‘llic.h

by mennes of an excendinge Tuffon (or tempest) are all or the most prtc

of  them defaced,  the whole cittie heinge nvcrflnwne with water ;111d the

pcoplc fnrced  t o  Flit tip i n t o  t h e  mountnines,  n thingc ncvcr hc:lrd o f

herctoforc; ;lntl the K ings  palias  being stntelic buildcd in ;\ IICII’  fortrcs\r

( o r  Cxtcll) the tillcs  being  nil covcred ove r  w i th  C,~~ulOc  on the out SICIV

wcrc nil C;lrid ,~\v;,y wlrh ;I \vhcrl\vind WC  th:lt no11 o f  ~llrm  ;lrc t n  Ix

fountl.



T H E  A N C I E N T  C O U R T  OF T H E  SHcjGUN

The kingtlom  o f  S~g~nii, n r  S6rhC1, hns i t s  c,lpiiJl  nt Odntvnrn  nn~l i s

tlividctl illlo four regions. W i t h i n  t h i s  kingtlnm i s  situ;ltcd the city of

Knmnkurcl,  the nncient court of the Slrrigrfn nf J.~pnn.  where tn this tiny ;lre

in he found mnny trxes of itq nncient p-s’.

K A M A K U R A

Octohcr I S ,  lOI(I.--WC  tlyllCtl  tlliS tl;ly  :It :I tO\\'llC C;lllC(l  E;.l[n:lli[lr.l,  \v)liCll

in tyrncs p.lst (500 ycnrs since) \v;IF the glc.l~csl cirrlr  in J,I~NI~~, nnc( (;ls it iq

23Y

T h i s  Citic  of Surug:l  i< fLilI ;is I,!,-,*“‘“C ;I$ I,cllKlclll,  \\,ltll  ;I11 the SlIlllllI~‘;.  .I’hc

Hnntll-crafts  men \vcc f(lunJ clwcllillg i n  the outwxrtl p;lrt< AIICI  sklrtr  of

t h e  Tow~le, Irec;~~~cc  thrw ~h;lr arc of tllc Ixrrrr  sort tl\vcll  i n  the I~\<,.IIcI

pnrt of the Citie,  ;111cl iv111 not  hc ;InIIoycd  ivith the r;ll~llillgq  knocl,illg,  nlltl

o t h e r  Jisturlxllicc  Ihat ArtiGccrs  c.lnllot Ix \vilhout.

H A K A T A

?39
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1 encltl~rcd \vhy they h.~d  so m n n y  crows on  their rohec nntl 1l1cy tol(l m e

that it \S-.IF n sign of their being n people full of spirit; on my nblng why

they had ;ldopted the cross, nnd no other symbol, as n sign of vivacity, they

said thnt they did not know the reason. Both men nnd women wnr

dra\vers beneath their robes, but sometimes when they come to Matsumne

in the hot weather they do not put them on. Womrn  hang nrnuntl their

ncck5 glncF  bends of different  colours instcnd of gold  chains, 211~1 .I1 the end

of  their wthes they carry n big lump o f  silver,  like n piccc of wulpltlrc 2s

big ns n Jnpnnese  m i r r o r .  7‘hc \\rnmcn d y e  t h e i r  lip? blue nnd also piint

come f;vc or si\: r i n g s  o f  t h e  same cnlour  o n  their \vrists.

Thclr  \\cnlxlnc ctrn<i<t of ho\vs ;tnd arrows, sprnrs 2nd sm:tIl  scimitars ns

long ;1$ n J.IJ~.IIICSC  tlng:Scr.  Thrir  nrmnur i( rather  ridictIIou<  nc i t  is made,

not of metal. but of bamboo. They treat their nrrow<  \\rith poison and the

~vo~~~lds  C;IIISC~  by t h e m  n r c  mnrt;ll  3s the picon iq very strong. They nre

f o n d  o f  brnneling,  b u t  denths seldom result f r o m  thcw fighrc.

They I;no\v l>ut littlc ;~bout t h e  future Iifc, ;tlthc~ugh  It i s  trttc th.11 they

\vorshlp  rhc Stan :~ntl the moon,  hccnuw they 2re profit.ll~lr  10 mc11,  ,UICI ,IIVI

the gotI  of the moltllt.lills :~lltl tllc god c,f I~C  SC;I,  IWC.I~IW  tllcy  IIVC  ~C.II  the

motlnt.tinc  ~111~1  2rc .tl\!..tvs ,.*willIT o u t  lo fish in the sc;~. Thcv Ixl~cvc th.tit,~

under tllc protcctirll~  of tllctc  gods they c;ttcll  rn.llly  ft<h.  cclllcct firewood

2nd nht.~~n timher \t*lth  t\,hich t o  build their hottqrs.  I’hcy h:~ve n o  other

deities hccnu5e there nre neither bonzes,  nor temples nor pl;tccs  whcrc they

assemble for worship in their country. None of them cnn rend or write.

Men have ;I pnrticulnr and principal wife, nnd in addition also hove other

wives, just ns the Chinese do; unlike the Jnpnnese,  they (ICI nnt tiismirt their

wives.  On thr  death of her hushnnd, n wlmnn stays in the houw of her

father-iwlnlv  or of the relatives of her husbnnd, and may ncithrr p out nny

more nor m.trry another man. If a married woman commits  adultery, in

punishment  n f  h e r  s i n  t h r y  p u l l  all t h e  h n i r  n u t  of h r r  hcxl TO th.it

everyone mny know that she is nn ndultress, 2nd every time the hushnntl  or

the relatives of the womnn meet her partner in adultery they t,il;e nway his

sword nnd robes. T h e  Jnpnncse  sny that there is no sodomy in Em; 1

enquired nhout  this from Jnpnnesc who hnve hncl dealing\ with the natives

f o r  many years, for 1 judged i t  better nnt tn nsk the natives dlrcct  nhcrr~t

such m;lttcrF  2s t h e y  kno\v n o t h i n g  ;thor~t  t h e m .  Ncitllrr arc tllcrr n~,v

courtcwns  ns in other countries.

HI. /eromino  de Angelis, S.1.
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NOTES

TE~.,I’,.ES ,,NO COI’,,TT.SAN\.  Rrhorjn,  f .  16. T h e  hidnlgo i n  Vlbcro  y VC~;IWCI
comes opt wllcn he notes that the gr:lndeur of M~yako  fillctl  him with nstonixll-

mcnt nn(l :Idlliir.ltion, “l)ut I tlid not let thrn~ see lhis Itct they rnigllt  tlllnk rhnt

spill  11.1$ n o t h i n g  Colllp:lrddc."
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