
Lecture 14

Family Feuds: the Taira and the Minamoto

0. Intro

• Growing power of warrior class

• A new locus of authority: the bakufu

1. The origins of the warrior class (bushi, buke)

a. Nara period military units

b. Nara-Heian professionalization: techniques and technology

c. Heian period “dynastic shedding”

2. The (Ise/Kanmu) Taira (Heishi, Heike) and the (Kawachi/Seiwa) Minamoto (Genji)

a. Aristocratic connections: patron & client (see handout)

b. The Hôgen Conflict (1156)

c. The Heiji Conflict (1159-60)




