Some Characteristics of
Social Vulnerability

Special Needs Populations ﬁ

— Difficult to identify (infirm, transient) let alone measure; invariably left
out of recovery efforts; often invisible in communities

Age (Elderly and Children) ﬁ

- Jtﬁffﬁct mobility out of harm’s way; need special care; more susceptible
0 harm

Socioeconomic Status (Rich, Poor) ﬁ
— Ability to absorb losses and recover (insurance, social safety nets), but

more material goods to lose

Race and Ethnicity (Non-white, Non-Anglo)
— Impose language and cultural barriers; affect access to post-disaster ﬁ ﬁ
recovery funding; tend to occupy high hazard zones

Gender (Women)
— gender-specific employment, lower wages, care-giving role ﬁ
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Social Vulnerability Index for the United States

Tha Social Vulnerability mdex (50T measwes e social wiineability of LS, counbies fo emvironmental hazands
The index is a comparative metric that facilitates the examination of the differences m social winerability armong
countas. SoYl iz & walusble tool for policy makers and practiioners. t graphically llustrates the paographic
wariation in sockal vulnerability. It shows where there i uneyen capacity for preparedness and response and where
resources mighl be used mos) efectvel 1o reduce the pre-esisting valnerability, S0 also 18 uselul &3 an indscabar
in debermining (e diferential recoweny frorm disasiens

The index synfhesibes 42 socioeconarmic and buill envinanmant varables, which the research lilerature sugoesls
contribute fo reduction in & community's ability b prepare for, respond bo, and recover from hazards. The daia were
culled from national data sources, primarity hose from the United States Census Buraau.

The socipaconomic and built ersironment data were
complled and gec-referanced by the Hazards Research e b el

Lab al he Unbversity of South Carolina, The Social Vulnerability index Tor the Uniled States 2000
socioacanomic and buil emamonment variables wane
standardized and input indo & principal components
analysis 1o reduce the number of variables into a
smaller gat of Indicators. Adjustneants wene made to the
component's direclionality negative, posiive) 1o insure

Chitkon the map bk
o Selecl egion tepe and ansa of renest
o wewr Eof maps and download dala

thad positive [oadings wene associaled with increasing Fegion Type: Belec] aréd of inbérast
wvulnerability, and nagalive loadings with decreazing i@ States [Ficsigsmy
vulnerability. Once the dwacions of the losdings were ) FEMA Regions

determinad, the componends were added together o
deterrming the numedcal social winerability score Tor

mamel emiiniks Car Ol D00 Bames aem 19 o mlie sl -
Subenit Quary

www.cas.sc.edu/geog/hrl/sovi.html
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County State  S50%I1 2000 ational Percentile Ranking

Miami=Dade County Florida ©8.15 Q7.5

LA = Citrus County Florida 7.90 97.2
Hermanda County Florida 7.07 6,4

Charlotte County Flarnda 5,96 Q4.4

Sarasota County Florida 5.59 93.7

Pinellas County Florida &.2%7 Q2.6

e A Highlands County Florida 4.95 91.3
g “—_.'.' St. Lucie County Florida .53 89.8
i Sumter County Florida .40 89.2
Pasco County Florida 4,34 28.9

Click on the image above to open a pdiversion ofthe ma  |Palm Beach County  Florida 4,34 28.9
Click on column headers to sort takle Martin County Florida 3.94 86.5
Duval Coumnty Florida 3.86 86.0

Click to download data ] HBroward County Florida 3.81 85.6

Gadsden County Florida 3.74 B85.1

Inchan Fryar County Florida 3,69 24.8

Marson County Florda 3.58 o4.2




Social Vulnerability Flood Inundation
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