A Faithful Narrative of the

O

ity, which they called frolics; and they would ofren {pend
the greater part of L. nighitin them, without any 1 regard 10
order in the families they belonged to: and indeed Mma% ‘‘‘‘‘
government did too much fail in the town, It was become
very wﬁnmdry with many of cur young people to be inde-
cent in their carriage at meeting, which Goubtlefs would not
have prevailed to fuch a degme, had it not been that my
grandfather, through his great age, (though he retained his
powers furprifingly to the lalt) was not {o able to obierve
them. There had alfo long prevailed in the town a fpirit
of contention between two parties, into which they had for
many years been divided, by which was maintained a jeal-
oufy one of the other, and they were prepared to oppofe one
another in all public affairs.

But in two or three years after Mr. Stoddard’s death
" there began to be a fenfible amiendimnent of thefe evils ; thc
young people fhewed more of a diipolition to hearken to
couniel, and by degrees left off their frolicing, and grew ob-
fervably more decent in their attendance on the public wor-
fhip, and there were more that manifefted a religious concern
than there ufed to be.

At the latter end of the year 1733, there appeared a very
unufual flexiblenefs, and yielding to advice, in our young
people. It had been too long their manner to make the
evening after the fabbath,* and afier our publ’: lecture, te
be efpecially the times of their mirth, and company keeping.
But a fermon was now preached on the fabbath betore the
leGure, to thew the evil tendency of the praiice, and to per-
fuade them to reform it; and it was urged on heads of fam-
ilics, that it fhould be a thing agreed uvpon among them, to
govern their families, and keep their children at home, at
thefe times ;3 and withal it was more privately moved, that
they fhould meet together, the next day, in their feveral
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* It muft be noted, that it has never been one manner to oblerve
the evening that follews the fabbath, but that which precedes it, as
part oi k.ly ume.
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reighbourhoods, to know each other’s minds: which was
accordingly done, and the motion complied with throughout
the town. But parents found little or no occafion for the
exzercife of government in the cafe : the young pecple de-
clared themfelves convinced by what they had heard from
the pulpit, and were willing of themfelves to comply with'the
counfel that had been given : and it was immediately, and,
I fuppofe, almoft univerfally complied with ; and there was
a thorough reformation of thefe diforders thenceforward,
which has continued ever fince. :

Prefently after this, there began to appear a remarkable
religious concern at a little village belongirg to the congre-
gation, called Pafcommuck, where a few families were fet-
tled, at about three miles diftance from the main body of the
town. At this place a number of perfons fecmed to be fav-
ingly wrought upon. In the April following, Anno Domini
1734, there happened a very fudden and awful death of a
young man in the bloom of his youth ; who being violently
feized with a pleuri’y, and tuken imwmediately very delirious,
died in about two days; which (together with what was
preached publicly on that cccafion) much affeted many
young people. This was followed with another death ¢f a
young marricd woman, wLo had been cenfiderably exercifid
in niind, about the fulvaticn of her 1oul, before fhe was ill,
and was in gieat diftre(s, in the beginning of her illnefs ;
but feemed to have fatisfy ing evidences of God’s faving mer-
cy to her, before her death; fo that fhe died verv full of
comfort, in a moft earnefl and moving manzer, warning and
counfelling others. ‘This feemed much to contribute to the
folemnizing of the {pirits ¢f many young perfons ; and there
began evidertly to appear more of a religious concern on
people’s minds.

In the fall of the year, [ propofed it to the yeung people,
that they fheuld agree among themfelves to ipend the even.
ings after le@tures, in focial religion, and to that end divide
themiclves into feveral companies to mect in various parts of
the town ; which was accerdingly dene, and thofe meetings
have been fince continued, and the example imitated by elder
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people.  This was followed with the death of an elderly per-
fon, which was attended with many unufual circumitances,
by which many were much moved and affelted.

About this time began the great noile that was in this
part of the country, abeut Arminianifm, which feemed 1o
appear witha very threatening afpe upon the intereit of re-
ligion here. 'T'he friends of vital piety trembled for fear of
the iffue 5 but it feemed, contrury to their fear, firongly to
be over-ruled for the promoting of religion. Many who
Jooked on themielves as in a Chriftlefs condition feemed to
be awakened by it, with fear that God was about to with-
draw from the lund, and that we thould be given up to lhe-
terodoxy, and corrupt principles ; and that then their oppor-
tunity for obtaining falvation would be puft ; and many who
were brought a little to doubt about the trath of the do@rines
they had hitherto been tauglit,feemed to have a kind of trembs
ling fear with their doubts, leit they thould be led into by-
paths, to their eternal undeing: And they feemed with
much concern and engagedneis of mind to enquire what was
indeed the way in which they muft come to be accepted of
God. ‘'There were then fome things faid publicly on that
occafion, concerning jultification by faith alore.

Although great fault was found with meddling with the
controverly in the pulpit, by fuch a perfon, at that time, and
though it was ridiculed by many elicwhere ; yetit proveda
word fpoken in feafon here ; and wus moit evidently attend.-
ed with a very remarkable blefling of heaven to the fouls of
the people in this town. They received thence a general
fatisfaction with refpet to the main thing ir queftion, which
they had in trembling doubts and concern about 3 and their
minds were engaged the more earneilly to feek that iney
might come to be accepted of God, and faved in the way of
the gofpel, which had been made evident to them to be the
true und only way. And then it was, in the latter part of
December, that the {pirit of God began extraordirurily to
fet in, and wenderfully to work amoenglt us; and there were,
very fuddenly, one after another, five or fix perfons, who
were, to all appearnce, favingly eonverted, and fome of them
wrought upon in 2 very remarkable manner.
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Particularly, I was furprifed with the relation of a young
an, who had been one of the greateft company keepers
whole town: when fhe came to me, L had never
d that fhe was become in any wife ferious, but by the
converfation I then had with her, it appeared tu me, that
what fhe gave an account of, was a glorious work of God’s
infinite power and fovereign grace ; and that God had given
her a new heart, truly broken and fané@ified. 1 could not
then doubt of it, and have feen much in my acquaintance
with her fince to confirm it. |

Though the work was glorious, yet I was filled with cone
cern about the effe& it might have upon others: 1 was rea-
dy to conclude (though too rafhly) that fome would be har-
dened by it, in careleflnefs and loofenefs of life ; and would
take occafion from it to open their mouths, in reproaches of
religion. But the event was the reverfe, to a wonderful de-
gree ; God made it, I fuppofe, the greatelt occafion of awake
ening to others, of any thing that ever came to pafs in the
town. 1 have had abundant opportunity to kncw the effe&t
it had, by my private converfation with many. The news
of it feemed to be almoft like a flafh of lightning, upon the
hearts of young people, all over the town, and upon many
others. Thofe perfons amongit us, who ufed to be fartheflt
from ferioufnefs, and that I moft feared would make an ill
improvement of it, feemed greatly to be awakened with it
many went to talk with her, concerning what {he had met
with ; and what appeared in her feemed to be to the fatise
faction of all that did fo.

Prefently upon this, a great and earneft concern about
the great things of religion, and the eternal world, became
univerfal in all parts of the town, and among perfons of all
degrees, and all ages ; the noife amongft the dry bones wax-
ed louder and louder ; all other talk but about fpiritual and
eternal things, was focn thrown by 3 all the converfation in
all companies, and upon all occafions, was upon thefe things
only, unlefs fo much as was neceflary for people carrying on
their ordinary fecular bufinefs. Other difcourfe than cf the
things of religion, would fcarcely be tolerated in any ¢ome-
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pany. ‘The minds of people were wonderfully taken off
from the world it was treated amongit us as a thing of very
little confequence : they fvemed to follow their worldly
bufinefs, more as a part of their duty, than from any difpo-
fition they had to it the tempration now feemed to lie on
that hand, to negle& worldly affairs too much, and to {pend
too much time in the immediate exercife of religion : Which
thing was exceédingly mifrcprefented by reports that were
Apread in diltant parts of the land, as though the people here
had wholly thrown by all worldly bufinefs, and betocok
themfeclves entirely to reading and praying, and fuch like
religious exercifes.

But tho’ the penple did not ordinarily negleé their worldly
bufinefs, yet there then was the reverfe of what commonly
is: Religion was with all forts the great concern, and the
world was a thing only by the bye. '[he only thing in their
view was to get the kingdom of heaven, and every one ap-
peared prefling into it : the engagednefs of their heartsin
this great concern could not be hid, it appeared in their ve-
ry countenances. It then was a dreadful thing amengft us
to lie out of Chrift, in danger every day of dropping into
hell 5 and what perfons minds were intent upen was to ef-
cape for their lives, ahd to fy fiom the avrath to come. -All
would eagerly lay held of opportunities for th.ir fouls 5-and
were wont very often to meet together in private houfes for
religious purpofes: and fuch meetings, when appointed,
were wont greatly to be thronged. A

There was fcarcely a fingle perfon in the town, either old
or young, that was left unconcerned about the great things
of the eternal world. Thofe that were wont to be the vain-
elt, and loofeft, and thofe that had been moft difpofed to
thirk and {peak flightly of vital and experimental religion,
were now generally fubjed to great awakenings. And the
v.vL of converfion was carried on in a mo#t aftonithing
12 ner and increafed more and more ; fouls did, as it were,
~eire by flocks to Jefus Chiifk. Frem day to day, for many
moeios together, might be feen evideat inflances of finners

Tt out of darknels into marvellous lizhty, and delivered
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gul of an borritle pit, and from the miry clay, and et upone a reck
with a neaw jong of praife to God in their msulh.

This work o1 God, as it was carried on, and the number
of true faints mulriplied, foon made a glorious alteration m
the town ; fo that in the ipring aud fummer following, /-
no Domini 1735, the town feemed to be full of the prefence
of God : It never was fo full of love, nor fo full of joys
and vet fo full of diftrefs as it was then. There were re-
markable tckens of God’s prefence in almoft every heufe.
It was a time of joy in families on the account of faiva-
tion’s being brought unto thera ; parents rejoicing over their
children as new born, and hufbands over their wives, and
wives over their hutbands. The goings of God «were then feen
#n biy fantuary, God's day ewas a delight, and bis tabernacles
awere amiable. Qur public affemblies were then beautiful ;
the congregation was alive in God’s fervice, every onc earn-
eftly intent on the public worfhip, every hearer eager to
drink in the words of the minifter as they came from his
mouth ; the affembly in general were, from time to _time,
in tears while the word was preached ; fome weeping with
forrow and diftrefs, others with joy and love, others with
pity and concern for the fouls of their neighbours.

Our public praifes were then greatly enlivened ; God
was then ferved in our pfulmody, in fome meafure in the
beauty of holinefs. It has bezn obfervable, that there has
been fcarce any part of divine worfhip, wherein good men
amongft us have had grace fo drawn forth, and their hearts
fo lifted up in the ways of God, as im finging his praifes ;
our congregation excelled all that ever I knew in the exter-
nal part of the duty before, the men generally carrying re-
gularly, and well, three parts of mufic, and the women a
part by themfelves : but now they were evidently wentto
fing with unufual elevation of heart and voice, which made
the duty pleafant indeed.

In all companies, on other days, on whatever occafions
perfons met together, Chrift was te be heard of, and icenin
the midlt of them. Our young people, when they mer,
were wont to fpend the time in talking of the excellency
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and dying love of [efius Chrift, the glorioufnefs of the way
of fulvation, the wonderful, free, and fovereign grace of Gods
his glorious work in the converfion of a foul, the truth and
certainty of the great things of God’s word, the fweetnefls of
the views of his perfedtions, &c. And even at weddings,
which formerly were merely occafions of mirth and jolity,
there was now no difcourfe of any thing but the things of
religion, and no appearance of any but fpiritwal mirth.

Thofe amongft us that had been formerly converted, were
greatly enlivened and renewed with frefh and extraordinary
mcomes of the fpirit of God ; though fome much more than
others, according to the meafure of the giit of Chrift : many
that before had laboured under difficuities about their own
flate, had now their doubts removed by more fatisfying ex-
perience, and more clear difcoveries of God’s love.

When this work of God firft appeared, and was {o extra.
ordinarily carried on amongft us in the winter, others round
about us, feemed not to know what to make of it; and
there were many that fcoffed at and ridiculed it.; and
fome compared what v7e called converfion to certain diftem-
pers. But it was very obfervable of many, that occafienally
came amongit us from abroad, with difregardful hearts, that
what they faw here cured them of fuch a temper of mind :
Rrangers were generally furprifed to find things fo much
beyound what they had heard, and were wont to tell others
that the ftate of the town could not be conceived of by thofe
that had not feer it. The notice that was taken of it by the
people that came to town on occafion of the court, that fat
here in the beginning of March, was very obfervable. And
thofe that came from the neighbourhood to our public lec-
tures, were for the moflt part remarkably affeCted. Many
that came to town, on one occafion or other, had their con-
{ciences fmitten, and awakened, and went home with woun-
ded hearts, and with thofe impreflions that never wore of
till they had hopefully a faving iffue ; and thofe that befors
had ferious thoughts, had their awakenings and convitions
greatly increafed. And there were many inftances of per.

¢ons that came from abroad, on vilits, or on bufinefs, that
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had not been long here before, to all appearance they were
favingly wrought upon, and partook of that fhower of divine
blefiing that God rained down here, and went home rejoic-
ing 3 !l at length the fame work began evidently to appear
and prevail in feveral other towns in the county. °

In the month of March, the people in South Hadley be.
gan to be feized with deep concern about the things of #elig-
ion 3 which very foon became univerfal : And the work of
God has been very wonderful there ; not much, if any thing,
fhort of what it has been here,in proportion to the bignefs of
the place. About the famc time it began to break forth in
the welt part of Suffield, {where it has alfo been very great)
and it foon fpread into all pasts of the town. It next ap-

peared at Sunderland, and {oon over{pread the town; and.

I believe was, for a feafon, not lefs remarkable than it was
here. About the fame time it began to appear ina part of
Deerfield, called Green River, and afterwards filled the
town, and there has been a glorious werk there: It began
alfo to be manifeft in the fouth part of Hatfield, in a place
called the Hill, and after that the whole town, in the fecond
week in April, feemed to be feized, as it were at once, with
concern about the things of religion; and the work of God
has been great there. There has been alfo a very general
awakening at Weft Springfield, and Long Meadow; andin
Enfield, there was, for a time, a pretty general concern a.
mong(t fome that before had been very loofe perfons. A-
bout the fame time that this appeared at Enfield, the Rev.
Mr. Bull of Weftfield informed me, that there had been a
great alteration there, and that more had been done in one
! week there than in feven years before. Something of this
| work likewife appeared in the firit preciné in Springficld,
principally in the north and fouth extremes of the parith.
And in Hadley old town, there gradually appeared fo much
1 of a work of God on fouls, as at another time would have
I been thought worthy of much notice. Fora fhort time there
| was alfo a very great and general concern, of the like nature,
4 at Northfield. And wherever this concera appeared, it
§ feemed not to be in vain: but in every place God brought
| faving bleflings with him, gnd his word attended with bis




