
Open Access Policy,  
Biosketches and  

Current and Pendings 



Learning Objectives: 
 
1. Raise awareness of the Open Access Policy and how it impacts our 

researchers. 
2. Discuss changes to the NIH biosketch effective May 25, 2015 and NSF 

biosketch effective December 26, 2014. 
3. Provide a brief overview of NCBI’s “my bibliography” and “SciENcv”. 
4. Provide an open dialogue regarding best practices across campus for 

preparing and maintaining accurate current and pending documents 
and other support. 



 Speakers: 
 
Leigh Botner, Research Development Director, Research Office 
Judy Dellose, Sponsored Programs Coordinator, Chemistry & Biochemistry  
Debbie Hendel, Sponsored Programs Coordinator, COE Business Office 
Lisa Henriksen, Senior Sponsored Programs Coordinator, COE Business Office 
Amy Slocum, Associate Director, Delaware EPSCoR 
 
 
 
 



What is Open Access?   

Open access literature is:  
 digital 
 online 
 free of charge 
 free of most copyright and licensing restrictions  
  

What makes it possible is:  
 the internet   
 the consent of the author or copyright holder 

 

Peter Suber, http:www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm 

 



 
Why is it important to 
researchers?  
 
White House Office of Science and Technology  
Policy Directive, February 22, 2013 
January 2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act  

  
Federal Bureaus with budgets > $100 million per year 
 
Must ensure free public online access of: 

  Author’s accepted manuscript or the  
  Version of record of their article  
    Within 12 months of publication 
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Federal Agencies 
2008 2009 2011 2012 

 

 

 

 2014 

 

 

 

2015 2015
  



 
Foundations are also requiring 

open access 
 



Pending Faculty Senate Resolution 

The University of Delaware Faculty grant permission 

to make their scholarly journal articles openly 

accessible in the University of Delaware Library 

institutional repository, UDSpace. 
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UD may soon require… 



    

UDSpace 
https://udspace.udel.edu 

 



 

NIH Public Access Policy 
https://publicaccess.nih.gov/ 

 



 



Becker Medical Library wishes to acknowledge Bart Trawick, Ph.D., National Library of Medicine (NLM), 
for his inspiration and review of the chart and allowing use of graphics from NLM.  May 2013. 



NIH and NSF  
Biosketches 

 What is format of the biosketches for NIH and NSF? 
 What are the new requirements for the biosketches? 
 What resources are available to create biosketches? 
 How do we know what to look for when creating biosketches? 

 
 



New NIH Biosketch Format 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-032.html 

 

http://www.udel.edu/research 14 

 5 pages vs 4 
 
This one is 

even longer! 

• Section A – Personal Statement, can now include up to four peer reviewed 
publications 

• Section B – Positions & Honors, No change 
• Section C – Contributions to Science, new section (replaces previous section of 

just 15 publications): 
• Include up to five contributions of up to ½ page each 

• For each, indicate the historical background that frames the 
scientific problem; the central findings(s); the influence of the 
finding(s) on the progress of science or the application of those 
finding(s) to health or technology; and your specific role in the 
described work. 

• Within each contribution, include up to 4 peer reviewed 
publications or other non-publication research products that 
are relevant to the contribution. 

• Provide a URL to a full list of the published work 
• Section D – Research Support, no change 
• NIH will accept the old format until May 25  
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Advantages 

 Gives  the opportunity to explain personal circumstances 
 

 Descriptions can be accompanied by a listing of up to four relevant 
peer-reviewed publications or other non-publication research 
products 

 
 Researchers will be allowed to include a link to a full list of their 

published work such as MyBibliography or SciENcv 

For more information, go to: 
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-032.html#sthash.HxJTieRp.dpuf  
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NIH 

Frequently Asked Questions Biosketches 

1. Is there a specific format that must be used for biosketches in NIH competing applications? 

The NIH required format for biosketches announced December 2014 (NOT-O  -15-03  ) can be found in the biosketch section of the 
SF424 (R&R) Application and Electronic Submission Information page. 

 

Applicants are encouraged to use the new format immediately for all grant and cooperative agreement. The new format is required for 
due dates on or after May 25, 2015. 

 

In addition to the standard biosketch format, NIH also has a Fellowship-specific format for individual predoctoral and postdoctoral 
fellowships, dissertation research grants (R36), and Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research (Admin 
Suppl). 

 

Note: Applicants submitting early for due dates on/after May 25, 2015 still must use the new format. 

 

2. What biosketch format should be used in RPPR non-competing progress reports? The new biosketch format announced in 
NOT-OD-15-032 applies to both competing applications and non-competing progress reports. 

 

Per the NIH and Other PHS Agency Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) Instruction Guide, follow the biosketch instructions 
in the competing application guide and provide active other support for all new senior/key personnel. Combine all biosketches and 
other support into a single PDF. 

 

3. Do biosketches in NIH applications have a page limit? 
NOT-OD-15-032 indicates that applicants have the choice of using the old or new biosketch format for due dates prior to May 25, 2015. 

 

The page limits are linked to the format used. Biosketches using the old format are limited to 4 pages. Biosketches using the new 

format are limited to 5 pages. 

 
See Table of Page Limits for details and exceptions 

 
 



4. Where can I find sample biosketches? 

Sample biosketches can be found on the SF424 (R&R Application and Electronic Submission Information forms page. 
 

'Old format' samples (may be used prior to May 25, 2015) 
◦ General 

◦ Fellowship 
 

'New format' samples (must be used on/after May 25, 2015) 
◦ General 

◦ Fellowship - Predoctoral 

◦ Fellowship – Postdoctoral 
 

5. Can I include links in my biosketch attachments? 
The biosketch format in place for applications to due dates May 25, 2015 and beyond (NOT-OD-15-032) allows applicants to include a 
link to a full list of their published work (both peer-reviewed, non-peer reviewed and accepted for publication) as found in a publicly 
available digital database such as My Bibliography. No other links are allowed within the biosketch. 

 

When including an active/clickable link to published work in your biosketch, spell the URL out in full, beginning with ‘http://’ (e.g.,  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm). Do not include the link as hyperlinked text (e.g., NIH Grants Web page) as eRA system 
processing will not retain the active link behind the hyperlinked text in the assembled application image in eRA Commons. 

 

Web links should not be included in other areas of the application such as the specific aims and research strategy attachments. 
 

6. Is a link to a full list of published work required in the new biosketch format?  No. The link to a full list of published work as 

found in a publicly available digital database such as MyBibliography is allowed, but not required. 

 

7.  Is it acceptable to use ‘et al’ in citations? 
Applicants may use ‘et al’ in lieu of listing all authors in a citation. 
 

8. Should the biosketch format pages be used for all types of applications and grant mechanisms? 

The format pages apply to all types of grant applications and cooperative agreements (New, Resubmission, Renewal, Revision) and 

grant mechanisms (research, training, fellowships, etc.). 
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9. Can I use the new biosketch format for due dates prior to May 25, 2015? 

Per NOT-OD-15-032, we encourage applicants  to use the new format prior to May 25, 2015 though it isn't required until May 25, 
2015. 

 
Applicants submitting under the continuous submission policy have the option of using the new format for submissions made prior to 
May 25, 2015 and must use the new format for submissions made on/after May 25, 2015. 

 
 
10. Prior to May 25, 2015, can an application include biosketches with a mix of old and new formats? 

Yes, during the transition period a mix of biosketch formats is acceptable. As of May 25, 

2015 all biosketches must use the new format. 

 
11. What meets the criteria for a “publicly available digital database” to list all an applicant's published work, as 

mentioned in NOT-OD-15-032? 

 

Per NOT-OD-15-032, the new biosketch format allows applicants to include a link to a full list of their published work as found in a 
“publicly available digital database” such as MyBibliography. 

 

NIH cautions reviewers against accessing URLs that may compromise their anonymity. The NIH prefers applicants use MyBibliography 
because the NIH can assure reviewers that their anonymity will be protected if they review publications at that site. 

 

Use of publicly available sites other than MyBibliography is at the discretion of the applicant and not typically cause for preventing an 
application from moving on to review. Any provided site must be accessible to the general public without registration. 
 

12. Can I update a biosketch post-submission to include new articles just accepted for publication or non-traditional 

application materials not previously available? 

No.  A new biosketch attachment is only allowed post-submission if it is related to a change in senior/key personnel due to the hiring, 
replacement or loss of an investigator. When allowed, the new format must be used on/after May 25, 2015. 

 
Under some circumstances, news of a late-breaking article can be submitted following the guidelines in the Post-Submission 
Application Materials policy (see NOT-OD-13-030). 
The desire to update a biosketch to include videos, products, and other non-traditional application materials (even if those materials 
became available after submission) are not appropriate as post-submission materials. The intention to submit those materials must be 
specified in the original application submission according to the instructions in NOT-OD-12- 141. 
 

 



 
13. Does the PD/PI need to be an author on a publication used to reference a contribution to science? 

No, the publication does not need to be their own. It is up to the applicant to describe their contributions. Listing a key publication 
that builds on their work is one way of doing so. 

 
14. Is there a tool that can help me prepare my biosketch in the NIH format? 

The Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae (SciENcv), which serves as an interagency system designed to create biosketches for 
multiple federal agencies, supports the new NIH biosketch formats. Within SciENcv, you can easily transform an existing biosketch 
from one format to another (e.g. old NIH format to new NIH format, NIH format to NSF format). 
See technical bulletin for details. 

 
A YouTube video provides instructions for using SciENcv. 

 
15. Is the use of SciENcv required? 

Not at this time. 
Although SciENcv can be used to create biosketches in the NIH format, applicants can also use other programs to create NIH 

formatted biosketches and convert them to PDF format on their own. 

 
16. Are the DOI (Digital Object Identifier), PMID (PubMed reference number), and PMCID (PubMed Central reference 

number) required with each reference in the biosketch? 

NIH does not require a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or PMID (PubMed reference number) with each reference in the biosketch. 
However, NIH does require a PMCID or other evidence of compliance with the public access policy for papers that fall under the 
policy. Please see http://publicaccess.nih.gov/include-pmcid-citations.htm for more details. 

 
NIH encourages applicants to use SciENcv (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/) to generate their biosketches.  SciENcv 
quickly formats everything, including citations, according to NIH rules. 
 

17.  What application submission validations will eRA systems enforce for biosketches? 

eRA systems only validate that a biosketch is attached for each and every Sr/Key person listed in the application and that each 
biosketch is less than or equal to 5 pages and in PDF format. 

 
Failure to meet any of these conditions will result in a submission error preventing your application from moving forward to NIH 
for consideration. 
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NSF -  

Frequently Asked Questions Biosketches 

 

1. Is there a specific format that must be used for biosketches in NSF applications? 

The NSF required format for biosketches announced December 26, 2014 (NSF 15-1) can be found in the biosketch section of the GPG 
section II.f.  

 

2. Do biosketches in NSF applications have a page limit? 
The biosketch is limited to 2 pages, unless specified differently in the solicitation.  If the Collaborator section makes the biosketch 

longer than 2 pages you must contact the Program Director. 

 

3. Is there a specific format that must be used for biosketches in NSF applications? 

The NSF required format for biosketches announced December 26, 2014 (NSF 15-1) can be found in the biosketch section of the GPG 
section II.f.  

 

4. Do biosketches in NSF applications have a page limit? 
The biosketch is limited to 2 pages, unless specified differently in the solicitation.  

 

5. Is there a tool that can help me prepare my biosketch in the NSF format? 

The Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae (SciENcv), which serves as an interagency system designed to create biosketches for 
multiple federal agencies, supports the NSF biosketch format. Within SciENcv, you can easily transform an existing biosketch from 
one format to another (e.g. old NIH format to new NIH format, NIH format to NSF format). 
See technical bulletin for details. A YouTube video provides instructions for using SciENcv. 

 
6. Is the use of SciENcv required? 

Not at this time. 
Although SciENcv can be used to create biosketches in the NSF format, applicants can also use other programs to create NSF 

formated biosketches and convert them to PDF format on thier own.   

 

7. Do I need to list all of my collaborators? 
       No, only the ones during the 48 months preceding the  submission of the proposal, but you must provide the total 
       number of collaborators and co-editors.  The organizational affiliate also must be listed.  Your solicitation may 
       override this section. 
 
 8. Do I need to list all of my thesis advisor and postgraduate-scholars? 
        Only the ones during the last 5 years.  Include name and organizational affiliation.  Total number of graduate 
        students advised and postdocs sponsor must be identified. 
  



SciENcv- Tool for Creating 
NIH and NSF Biosketches 



 
Three ways to create a professional profile in SciENcv: 

 Through manually entering your information into a SciENcv template 
 Through an automated data feed from an external source  
 Through making a duplicate of an existing profile 
 
 
Link on how to use SciENcv: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/#sciencv.Using_the_NSF_Biographical_Sketch 

 
 

My Bib 

SciENcv 

SciENcv 

SciENcv 

eRA  

ORCID 

NSF 
Fastlane 

Populates from: 
Includes 

Education 
Employment 

Research 
Activities 

Publications 
Honors 

Research Grants 



 



 



 

Up to 5 contributions 

Full URL 







Current and Pending 
 (AKA Other Support) 

 What is Other Support? 
 What is the purpose of the Other Support document? 
 Who must provide Other Support and when? 
 What is format of the Other Support document 
 What is the difference between Active and Pending? 

 



Open Dialogue 
How do you create  

Current & Pending and Other Support? 





COE Business Office has plans to enhance the 
database to the newest version of Access 
within the next few months 
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