Chronology

1989 – 

Feb. 10-17 trip – 15 countries in 8 days (all of NATO nations)
--trip purpose:  highly symbolic,  gathering political intel, setting tone, showing concern, meeting face-to-face (one of Baker’s rules of doing business…personal relationships).  Baker:   “The road to success with the Kremlin began not in Moscow, but in the capitals of Western Europe and Canada.” P. 91
--Ottawa – ice sculptures in downtown park by the river (Winter Festival); people ice skate to work.

--My suitcase, placed outside my door, is stolen…its contents found scattered in hotel stairwell; suitcase slashed; gaffer’s tape and wrinkled clothing for rest of trip 
--Baker promises each leader the U.S. will consult more

--80 percent of Germans want nukes out of Europe
--Andreas Papandreou – kept large breasted mistress who had posed topless for German magazine; his wife lives in Prime Minister’s residence; Papandreou uses back door so he won’t run into wife.
--Luxemburg – 542 people in the army; 7 anti-tank missiles (no country too small to be touched…at least once)
.
March 3-7 trip – Vienna – meets with Shev for first time
--carrying 17 reporters (a third more than Shultz) – new emphasis on getting message out

--In Vienna, 1st conventional arms control talks – 23 countries

--Shev speech: “Trust us”

--Baker’s first meeting with Shevardnadze at U.S. ambassador’s residence (p. 64) where Kennedy met Khrushchev in June ’61; emphasized desire to do business with him; Baker stressed his close relationship to Bush.
**April 29 CNN IVU with Def. Sec. Cheney, touched on perestroika; his guess that Gorbachev would “ultimately fail.”  Baker furious.  Baker says (p. 70) it  was “my only major disagreement with Cheney involving turf in all the time we served…but I didn’t want a precedent set for the Sec. of Defense to feel free to make uncleared public pronouncements on major foreign policy issues.”  Cheney was told by Bush to shut up…and did.  
May 9 - 13 trip – Helsinki, Moscow (Shev’s wife cooks meal), Brussels
--stop over in Helsinki like Shultz used to do; two planeloads of experts accompanying Baker; his first trip to Soviet Union as SecState
--Osobnyak Guest House (became known by staff as “insomniac”)

--plenary “held as much for the press as for any other reason” (p. 74)

 --Shev’s wife Nanuli cooked dinner; Shev gave Baker a shotgun; Nanuli hates Iranians for 17th Century atrocity against Georgians (p.78)
--St. Catherine’s Hall, 1st meeting with Gorbachev;  Baker tells Gorbachev about the press:  “You need to feed them to make them happy.” (P. 80)

--Gorb surprise – Soviets to withdraw 500 tactical nukes this year from Europe and if U.S. willing to move, Soviets would consider pulling all tactical nukes out.

--Brussels to brief allies.
***June 3 – Tianamen Square massacre (JM is in Greencastle, IN at a college reunion)
July 3-14 trip – Asia – Tokyo, Philippines, Brunei, Oman, Poland, Hungary
--only 9 reporters on this trip

--Tokyo-- trying to raise money for Philippines; U.S. pledging one billion (over 5 yrs); Japan five times that amount; new role and influence in region; Japan PM Sosuke Uno is caught up in sex scandal with Geisha girl who went public

--Brunei – Sultan’s palace has 1,788 rooms; richest man in world; 500 cars

--Shultz (3 yrs ago) went to Brunei to solicit money for the Contras; handed Sultan 3-by-5 card with a Swiss bank account number on it; Sultan deposited $10 million, but it turned out Shultz had given him the wrong number; Ollie North kept asking the Sultan and no one could find the money; eventually the lucky recipient admitted he had gotten the money and gave it back.

--houses on stilts in river; all have TVs; BMWs parked on shore; offer to build houses on land is rejected because river keeps them cool
--Diego Garcia – stop over in middle of the night; Brits go nuts when they realize there are reporters on the plane; we are held in terminal with shades pulled (it’s dark out guys!) and armed guards on every door.

--Oman – mostly a rest stop in most beautiful hotel I’ve every seen; blue and white tile work fantastic

--play tennis with Baker; Friedman and I “vs” Kim Hoggard and Baker; Baker is turning blue from heat and exhaustion;  high humidity, 100 degree temperature; I suggest we quit; he refuses;  wife Susan says there’s no way this competitive man will quit;  Friedman and I win; Baker is annoyed.  Unlike Shultz, Baker talks throughout the match, wise cracking.
--Oman – Until current Sultan overthrew his father 15 years earlier, this was among most backward countries in the world; no paved roads beyond the capital or electricity; sixth grade education; now it’s a booming little country; Muscat sparkles.
--Poland – we join the Bush White House trip that is just getting underway; Communist party is giving up power to Solidarity; inflation out of control; Bush to Gdansk to meet Lech Walesa who delivers emotional speech.  “Workers who are slaves will not work.”  Crowd goes wild.

--We join White House charter (747) to Budpest.

--Hungary – Jennings and I take a walk; he pours his heart out about his marital problems (which I don’t want to hear)

--Baker comes by our edit room; wanted to see piece I did on Brunei; odd notion that he rushes around the world and doesn’t have time to see most of what reporters see; so he relies on us to show and tell him what it’s like. 
Sept 22 trip – Shev to Jackson Hole
--Shev visits Washington and then they fly in Baker’s plane to Jackson Hole
--During course of these days, Baker and Shev meet 9 different times; Baker calls it a “turning point” in relationship; Shev promises not to use violence in Baltics (which Soviets later do use); no Sov. Weapons t Nicaragua dn asked Cuba to stop as well; breakthrough on ABM and START

--Baker wants to lock in as much progress as he can because of uncertainty that Gorb will survive.
--Press chased them around while Baker took Shev fly fishing in rubber float boat on Snake River; Shev had never fly fished before

--went to Jackson’s rodeo, held a barbeque.

--Baker writes at length about Shev relationship (p 135-151)
***Oct. 18 Honecker forced from power in E. Germany

***Nov. 9 – Berlin Wall falls

Nov. 30-Dec. 4 trip – Malta Summit
--worst storm in decades sweeps across 18-mile-long Malta; press arrives in 747 as storm is intensifying; Gorb is fresh from stop in Rome where he met Pope (a first); elaborate plans dreamed up by Bush for Bush/Gorb first summit to happen on each nation’s warships (Belknap and the cruiser Slava); Baker and Bush spend night on Belknap
--storm worsens with dawn; gale force winds of 40-60 mph; Slava slipping its anchor; meetings take place instead on Soviet cruise ship tied to pier; Bush/Baker return to Balknap but seas are so high, very tough landing; life preservers thrown to them; networks thought the President might have gone in.

--When press finally make it Balknap, Bush asked if storm had ruined the summit.  “hell no” he said.  White house doctor later said only Bush did well on the ship; everybody else got sick

--Bush offered Gorb a bunch of economic help; first Bush-Gorb presser

Dec. trip – London, Berlin, Potsdam, Brussels

--Henry Cato is ambassador to UK and Mary Lou Shiels has come with him.  Lunch with her, Mossberg, Warner

--London stop is to give some personal attention to Margaret Thatcher who is becoming increasingly difficult (opposing any withdrawal of tactical nukes; wary of Gorb; not liking Bush like she did Reagan)

--Berlin, landing at Templhof (Berlin airlift); Christmas village set up in downtown

--Berlin Wall still stands, East German guards still walk on top of wall, but people are pounding away on it, chipping with hammers; a month earlier we could have shot for doing it; Baker gets picture taken looking thru hole in wall.

--Surprise (unscheduled visit to East Berlin, Potsdam); Baker 1st high ranking U.S. official to meet with East Germans on their soil;

--Potsdam is a short drive into East Germany across the Glieneke Bridge where spies were exchanged over the decades (U-2 pilot Gary Powers; Anatole Sharansky); it’s dark, foggy; West German escort of 5 motorcycles and 6 police cars is replaced mid-bridge by one beaten up police car from the East.

--Baker meets with Modrow and then church leaders of reform movement; fear is there could be massive lynchings of communists

--Brussels – G-24 meeting to pull together money to prop up Poland and Hungary during their transitions.

--reporters dine with Frank Elbe (Gensher to aide) 
--news of day Andre Sakharov dies
--dinner with Tutwiler who I describe as “at once tough as nails and sweet as can be, loyal-to-a-fault to Baker, but refreshingly honest about how things work.  She talks at length about the excitement Baker is now feeling at the rapid pace of change in Europe.  It is hard to be here and not feel that excitement.” 

**** Dec. 20 – U.S. invades Panama

1990
Feb. 5-14 trip – Czech, Moscow, Bulgaria, Romania, Canada

--Prague – meets Vaclav Havel for 1st time  after “velvet revolution.” (p200)

--Moscow -- Soviet Party Plenum underway and country up for grabs

--nasty photo op – KGB vs U.S. cameraman; Soviets being left behind by Eastern Europe on issues like land ownership, property rights

--Baker before Supreme Soviet Committee (1st)

--presser – breakthroughs on troops cuts, nuclear cuts possible; pressure mounting to withdraw 300,000 Soviet troops from East Germany

--Bulgaria – Baker meets with transitional leaders (1st); huge crow outside hotel chanting Dem-o-CRA-cy; Baker is forced to speak to them by Tutwiler (p206)

--Bucharest, Rumania – two months after brutal overthrow of gov’t; empty streets, grinding poverty; AIDs babies; to hold elections but don’t know how

--Ottawa – “Open Skies” conference (p208)

--Baker reveals secret meetings on reunification of Germany and 2-plus-4 is officially made public; Allies very annoyed at being kept in dark.
***Feb. 10 -- Nelson Mandela to be released from prison
March 18-25 trip – Namibia, South Africa, Zaire

--Dizzie Gillespie on plane to Africa
--refuel on Ascension Island on Atlantic Ridge; rock golf course with geens they call “browns” made of crushed volcanic stone; space tracking and intelligence gathering on island
--Independence celebration in Namibia; security a nightmare in Windhoek; Baker’s guys and Qadafi guys right next to each other in crush (Mazer story); reporters put in old railroad cars to sleep
--First Sec. State to South Africa since 1978 (p224)

--press briefed on schedule which includes meeting with no black leaders; schedule changed before landing
-- Baker meets Mandela and deKlerk – both historic firsts
--Visit Soweto outside Johannesburg; Walter Sesulo small home; school where Baker shakes hands with a four year old
--meets with Shev and he promises Soviets will not use force in Baltics; 4 days later Soviet paratroopers seize communist headquarters in Vilnius (p 239)’ Baker: “First time I felt US-Soviet relations were headed in a negative direction.” 
--Zaire -- Meets w/ Mubuto Sesi Seko; also Angola’s insurgent (backed by US.)  Joseph Svimbi;  Kinshasa grinding poverty with luxury hotel behind high wall complete with casino.
April 3 – Shev to US. To prepare for summit
May 5 trip – Bonn
--first 2-plus-4 minesterial (p.244)
--I have no notes

May 14-19 trip – Moscow (summit prep)

--Summit in two weeks (Gorb-Bush in Washington); Baker sneaks a walk in Moscow to look at shops and citizens (p. 247)
--Baltics crisis is main topic in 4 hours with Shev
--Russ Orthodoz church visit (Zagorsk); old lady chews out Shev. (p. 248)
--meets with Gorb who tells Baker:  a Unified Germany in NATO is “impossible” (p. 251)

--presser delayed 7 hours; Baker trying to lock in progress before Gorb falls

***May 30 -- Bush-Gorbachev summit in Washington

June 4-9 trip – Denmark (CSCE), Scotland (NATO summit)

--all Warsaw Pact leaders have been replaced in previous year except Gorb and Wojciech Jaruzelski (Poland); NATO offers Warsaw Pact help (1st) 

June 20-23 trip – Berlin

--in 2 weeks Germany merges money; 2nd 2 plus 4 meeting; Check Point Charlie removed

--Soviets dragging feet, trouble at home

July 3-6 trip – Brussels, London (NATO summit)

--non aggression pact toward Warsaw Pact

July 16-19 trip – Paris (two plus 4)

--Sov. Say no objection to unification; giddy atmosphere

--U.S. announces new Cambodia policy; to open first talks with Vietnam

July 25  trip – Indonesia, Moscow

***Aug. 2 – Iraq invades Kuwait
Sept. 5-16 trip – “tin cup” Europe, Moscow, Persian Gulf – 9 countries in 10 days (23,600 miles, 46 hours of flying in 11 days; $20 billion in pledges)
--Baker asks Saudis and Kuwaitis for 15 billion each (Saudis pledge 7 billion Kuwait 5 billion); 2 billion from Germans (no troops) 
-- Emir faces press for 1st time in Taif

--Visit F-111 squadron

--tough joint U.S. – Sov. Statement

--Assad meeting (surprise) added to trip – 1st contact in 2 years

--Schweid collapses in aisle

Nov. 3-10 trip – Gulf, Europe, Sov. Union

--Selling UN resolution, pushing toward war

--Emir: “I want my country liberated today”; Turkey moving troops to border

--French trying backdoor deal, annoying Baker

Nov. 15-21 trip – Brussels, Geneva, Paris

--Pushing for UN resolution “all available means”

--French are “congenitally difficult” Baker writes

--Baker continues into Gulf to meet with Pres and troops at Thanksgiving, then to Yemen, Colombia and meets with Malaysia FM in LA

***Nov. 29 – UN Security Council votes to use “all necessary means” – 12 yes and 2 no (Cuba, Yemen); one abstain (China)

1991

January 6-15 trip – Geneva, Persian Gulf (to visit every country with troops on the ground) 

--Baker & Tariq Aziz meet in dramatic Geneva showdown – 7 hours

--promises to crush Iraq’s army

--If CW used, Baker threatens U.S. will seek revenge and destroy the regime

--Aziz predicts (correctly): We will be here long after you are gone.” P442

--Riyadh – Saudis are “ebullient” Baker writes

--Mubarak was rebuffed by SH in letter and is pissed when Baker arrives.

--Assad refuses to use his troops in offensive…only to guard Saudi Arabia

--fog forces overnight in Incerlik

--Jo Clark wants prenotification.  Baker snaps:  “There’s not going tobe any prenotification.” 

--speech to F-111 pilots; “you will not have to wait much longer.” 

--off the record – sad that Shev is out and USSR is sliding

****Jan. 15 – Persian Gulf War begins
***Jan. 16 – Israel hit with SCUDS

*** Jan. 18 -- Gorb wants pause in war

***Jan. 22 – Israel leaks new demand for $10 billion loan guarantee to house refugees coming from former Soviet Union – Baker furious (p. 544)
***Feb. 24 – ground war begins
****Feb. 27 – cease fire & war ends
***March 2 – uprising by Shiites in south and Kurds in north of Iraq
March 7-16 trip – War over by a week – Persian Gulf, Moscow, Israel
--trying to consolidate gains, assert U.S. influence

--Emir still in Taif, a problem
--First look at burning oil fields

--pitch Saudis to participate in peace process; push Assad

--Called Assad a Sadam Hussein but with brains

--first Baker trip to Israel – 4 women stabbed to death in message to Baker

--1st meeting with Palestinians

--Baker limo breaks down in Moscow; agents push it. 

April 6-12 trip – Turkey, Egypt, Israel, Syria, Switzerland
--Kurds fleeing into Turkey; Baker visits at border
--Bkaer tell Shamir all Arab gov’t think SH will be ousted in 6 months

April 16-26 trip – Europe, Gulf & Middle East (peace process)
--pushing Shamir hard; Shamir getting more rigid; Baker sneaks tour of Jerusalem, Israelis are furious
--First visit to Jordan (Aqaba)(Bush angry at King’s siding with Iraq)

-In Saudi, Baker negotiates all night, but Saudis refuse to attend peace conference.  Baker: “We were there for you.  We need you to be there for us.”

--Assad-Baker talks 9.5 hours, no progress; waves white flag on bladder diplomacy; Baker bluff: If don’t get the right answers, I won’t be back.

--USSR at Kislovodsk, taking the waters; no lights

--April 26 meetings with Israel stop, Baker’s mother dies…he leaves
**May 3, Djerejian tells Baker, Assad has caved on two big sticking points
**May 10 – Saudis agree to come to peace conference with GCC cover (be in same room as Israelis)
May 10-16 trip – Peace Process – Israel, Syria, Saudi Arabia, etc
--4th trip to region since war
--Assad stonewalls in 6 hour meeting, actually back tracing; Baker furious; slams shut his book saying he may not return; briefs reporters on way to Egypt and unleashes a broadside as “U.S. official traveling with Baker.”

--Jordan-- Baker drives thru West Bank to get to Israel

** May 24 – Slovenia and Croatia declare independence from Yugoslavia
-------

^ ^(McWethy takes 3 month leave of absence)
 June 7 trip – Geneva
--Baker /Bessmertnykh meet to talk START

**June 19 -- Last Soviet troops depart Hungary and Czechoslovakia by train.

June 18-22 trip – Berlin, Yugoslavia, Albania

--Berlin CSCE; Baker meets with Beesmertnykh; Baker speech to Aspen Institute gp. In Berlin
--Belgrade visit

--Albania, crowds in Tirana est. at 200,000 to 300,000; Baker speaks to them
* U.S. lifts trade sanctions from South Africa

*July 11-14 Bessmertnykh in Washington for START talks/summit prep

July 15-17 --  G-7 Summit (heads of state) in London

July 23 – Trip to Kuala Lumpur ASEAN meeting

  --Baker talks about ME peace process
July 30-31 – Superpower Summit in Moscow

--Bush/Gorb…Gorb says he’ll cosponsor ME Peace Conference

--Yeltsin declines to participate in some joint (Sov/Russ) meetings he was invited to

Aug. 2-5 trip to Middle East – Jordan, Israel, Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria

-- Shamir says he’ll participate in ME peace conference

**** Aug. 18 – 21 Gorbachev coup by “gang of eight:”  Baker vacation in Wyoming interrupted (p514); Yeltsin calls coup “madness;”

^^(McWethy returns from leave of absence)^^

Aug 21-22 trip to Brussels
--NATO meeting on Soviet Union
***Aug 22—Gorb returns to Moscow, coup is over.

**Aug. 24—Gorb quits as communist party leader; Yeltsin representing Russian Republic recognizes independence of Latvia and Estonia (had already done Lithuania 29 July)

***Aug. 21-24 – most Soviet Republics declare some type of independence from Soviet Union

*** Aug. 29 – Supreme Soviet – suspends all activities of Communist Party

***Sept. 5 -- Congress of People’s Deputies votes to provide immediate sweeping powers (independence) to Soviet Republics.

Sept. 9-19 trip – Soviet Union, Baltic states  and Middle East (after my 3 month leave of absence)
--hard to figure out who is in charge in Sov. Union; Gorb agrees to pull troops out of Cuba and cut off foreign aid; new defense minister asks for advice (p534); meets with new KGB head

--flies to St. Petersburg

--visits Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania; huge crowd sings while Baker meets in Lithuania (Villnius) (p. 536)

--Alma Ata Khazakstan; working Nazarbayev; sauna with Nazarayev and Bob Straus; beating with eucalyptus branches (p. 539)

--Israel, Baker stops plane on runway so he can blast Israeli request for $10 b. loan guarantees to settle Sov. Jews (only if freeze settlements); angry, hostile

--Jordan threat very high; don’t leave hotel in Amman

--surprise stop in Damascus

Oct. 12-19 trip Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Israel, Spain

--7th trip since end of Gulf War

--Baker playing “chicken” with all parties; invitations will go out; pushing Egypt, Jordan and Israel to get on board

--Syria agrees to attend

--meets with Palestinian in East Jerusalem (1st) 

--invites go out under U.S.-Sov sponsorship

Oct. 27-Nov. 4 trip to Madrid, etc.  (peace conference)

--Madrid was a last-minute choice; The Hague was supposed to be the site, but Assad refused at last minute; Madrid picked two days before invites went out and 11 days before conference was to begin. (p. 511)

--Bush & Gorbachev open peace conference then leave
--Shamir and Shara angry exchange

--speculation rises that Baker will leave to run campaign

--Baker: Enduring legacy was simply that it happened at all.” (p. 512)

Dec. 14-21 trip to Moscow, Kiev, Alma Ata, Bishkek, Minsk, Brussels

--power struggle underway; Gorb delegation small; Yeltsin’s big; Yeltsin meets with Baker in Hall of St. Catherine

-- Nazurbayev not agree with Yeltsin’s idea of Commonwealth

--returning to Moscow as Russian republic is taking over all the ministries

--Shev 24 hours after returning to gov’t is without a job again

--Baker says all republics but Russia want to get rid of nukes

--In Brussels, NATO invites E. Europe and former Soviet Republics to sit at table

--U.S will quickly begin recognizing new republics

1992

Feb. 9-19 trip to former Soviet Republics
--sending Russia left over supplies from PG War
--First time any Sec. State ever been to these places

--Moldova, Armenia, Azerbejan, Turkmenistan, Tadjekistan, Uzbekistan, etc.

--Chelyabinsk-70; nuclear closed city of scientists; Baker proposes hiring scientists

--All U.S. embassies are “open” because can’t keep security or classified documents 

May 22-26 trip to London, Lisbon, Tblisi (Baker’s last trip)
--62 nation conference in Lisbon to coordinate aid to Russia and former republics

--START protocol to include new states

--Baker boosts pressure to do something about Serbs in Bosnia

--3,000 miles to have dinner with old friend, Shev

***Baker steps down to run Bush campaign (p. 671)
steps down to run Bush campaign (p. 671)
