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INTERNATIO NAL LEGISLATO R SURVEY PRO JECT

Th e  Inte rnational Le gislator Surve y Proje ct (ILSP) is an acade m ically drive n e nde avor.  Th e  
purpose  of ILSP is to track , study and unde rstand th e  ch anging nature  of le gislators’ attitude s on 
issue s w ith  policy im plications.  Th e  goal is to provide  re liable  quantitative  m e asure s re fle ctive  of 
le gislator’s attitude s.  Th e  sum m ary re sults pre se nte d h e re  ch aracte rize  th e  opinions of 
le gislators in 6 Europe an countrie s (Be lgium , Cze ch  R e public, H ungary, Ire land, Ne th e rlands and 
Slovak ia) on th e  role  of gove rnm e nt.  Th e  snapsh ot of re sults m ade  available  h e re  along w ith  full 
re porting of re sponse s can be  use d to com pare  le gislator attitude s am ong countrie s, fram e  
policy m ak ing, and inform  advocacy initiative s.  Th e  inte ntion of th e  Inte rnational Le gislator 
Surve y proje ct is to pe riodically contact le gislators in a num be r of countrie s and gath e r th e ir 
opinions on a topic of inte re st, re port back  th e  re sults of th e  study, analyze  th e  data and m ak e  it 
w ide ly available  to com m unity.
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METH O D O LO GY
Th e  data pre se nte d h e re  w as colle cte d using a se lf adm iniste re d e -m ail base d ce nsus conducte d in th e  spring of 2009 . 
 A  total of 1,482 le gislators in 6 countrie s w e re  contacte d be tw e e n March  9 th  and May 15th .  Th e  contact addre sse s 
of le gislators along w ith  de m ograph ic inform ation such  as ge nde r and ye ar of birth  w e re  gath e re d from  publicly 
available  source s or from  adm inistrative  office s of particular le gislature s.  Le gislators w e re  contacte d by e -m ail up to 5 
tim e s.  First a pre -notification e -m ail w as se nt, th e n a que stionnaire  in a W ord form at w as e -m aile d, th is w as follow e d 
up by anoth e r e -m ail w ith  th e  que stionnaire .  A  re m inde r e -m ail m e ssage  w as se nt w ith out th e  que stionnaire  and th e  
last contact w as anoth e r e -m ail m e ssage  w ith  th e  que stionnaire .  Th e  contact e -m ails ask e d le gislators to com ple te  th e  
w ord que stionnaire  and e -m ail it back .  R e sponde nts w e re  assure d of th e  confide ntiality of th e ir re sponse s in line  w ith  
th e  Unive rsity of D e law are ’s H um an Subje ct and R e vie w  Board's stipulations for th is study.

Most of th e  que stions in th e  que stionnaire  w e re  a re plicate  of th e  R ole  of Gove rnm e nt study conducte d by th e  
Inte rnational Social Surve y Program m e  (ISSP) –  a population base d study.  Prior to contacting le gislators, pe rm ission 
w as obtaine d from  ISSP to use  th e ir que stions.  Additional que stions re late d to th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis w e re  
incorporate d in th e  surve y instrum e nt.  In addition to th e  English  language  instrum e nt, se ve ral language  ve rsions w e re  
cre ate d.  Le gislators in Be lgium , Ire land and th e  Ne th e rlands re ce ive d th e  English  ve rsions of th e  instrum e nt, 
le gislators from  H ungary re ce ive d a H ungarian instrum e nt and le gislators from  th e  Cze ch  R e public and Slovak ia 
re ce ive d a Slovak  ve rsion of th e  instrum e nt.

R e sponse s w e re  re corde d as th e y arrive d -  le gislators w h o re sponde d w e re  e xclude d from  conse que nt m ailings.  At 
th e  conclusion of th e  fie ld w ork , 84 e -m ails to le gislators w e re  re turne d as unde live rable , and 41 le gislators re que ste d 
to be  re m ove d from  th e  m ailing list.  A  total of 335 com ple te  re sponse s w e re  re ce ive d, w ith  an e ffe ctive  re sponse  rate  
of 25%.  

O nce  th e  re sponse s w e re  proce sse d, te sts w e re  pe rform e d to find out if th e re  are  any diffe re nce s be tw e e n th ose  
w h o re sponde d and th e  e ntire  le gislator populations.  Te sts indicate d th at in 5 out of th e  6 countrie s re sponde nts did 
not significantly diffe r from  th e  original le gislator population in te rm s of th e ir age  group and ge nde r distribution.  Th e  
only country w h e re  significant diffe re nce s w e re  obse rve d w as th e  Ne th e rlands –  ve ry lik e ly an outcom e  of th e  low e r 
re sponse  rate .  To adjust for th e se  diffe re nce s, all th e  re sponse s w e re  w e igh te d using a variable  th at adjuste d th e  ratios 
of age  group/ge nde r distribution of th e  re sponse s to be  re fle ctive  of th e  original le gislator list.

LIMITATIO NS
W h ile  th e  data colle ction m e th od, re sponse  rate s and conse que nt re sponse  w e igh ting assure s th at th e  
colle cte d data is re pre se ntative  of th e  le gislators in individual countrie s, our tabulations pre se nte d h e re  do not 
m ak e  infe re nce s about all th e  le gislators in individual countrie s but only pre se nt th e  re sponse s of th ose  w h o 
participate d.  Th is is th e  re ason w h y confide nce  inte rvals are  not calculate d and pre se nte d h e re .

W e  are  cognizant of th e  fact th at opinions e xpre sse d in se lf-adm iniste re d surve ys m igh t som e tim e s diffe r from  
individual actions.

Most of th e  re sponse  rate s ach ie ve d during th is study are  satisfactory but all could be  im prove d to m inim ize  
non-re sponse  bias.

Th e  w ording of som e  que stions m igh t introduce  som e  am biguity –  e spe cially in a conte xt of diffe re nt political 
culture s –  h ow e ve r, w e  m aintaine d th e  w ording of th e  ISSP re plicate  que stions to allow  for com parison w ith  
population studie s on th e  sam e  topic.

Eve ry atte m pt w as m ade  to produce  accurate  language  ve rsions of th e  que stionnaire  w h e n appropriate  –  
h ow e ve r w e  re cognize  th e  fact th at cultural diffe re nce s and policy practice s diffe r significantly am ong 
countrie s, th us cross country com parison sh ould only proce e d w ith  local k now le dge  of th e  countrie s studie d.



ECO NO MY
D ive rging opinions on th e  role  of gove rnm e nt in th e  
e conom y are  com m on.  Be lgium ’s le gislators w e re  
ask e d to indicate  th e ir pre fe re nce  for gove rnm e nt 
involve m e nt in th e  e conom y (Figure  1).  Cle arly, 
le gislators w h o re sponde d from  Be lgium  do not sh y 
aw ay from  gove rnm e nt h e lp to industrie s to de ve lop 
ne w  products and te ch nology.  Also, th e y se e  a role  for 
th e  gove rnm e nt in financing proje cts to cre ate  ne w  
jobs. H ow e ve r, th e y te nd to be  m ore  cautious in 
de cre asing gove rnm e nt re gulation of busine ss or 
providing gove rnm e nt support to ailing industrie s.  
Th e  issue  of gove rnm e nt re sponsibility to provide  
se rvice s is addre sse d ne xt. Le gislators w e re  offe re d 10 
diffe re nt are as of influe nce . Look ing at th e  re sponse s, 
four task s cle arly stand out (Figure  2).  Le gislators 
strongly support th e  ide a of gove rnm e nt re sponsibility 
to provide  h e alth  care  for th e  sick , provision of de ce nt 
standard of living for th e  old and th e  financial support 
to unive rsity stude nts from  low e r incom e  fam ilie s.
Gove rnm e nts ofte n h ave  to balance  incre asing taxe s to 
pay for se rvice s and de cre asing taxe s to e ncourage  
dom e stic consum ption.  A plurality of le gislator 
re sponde nts from  Be lgium  indicate s th at taxe s for 
m iddle  and low  incom e  groups are  too h igh , w h ile  
alm ost h alf of re sponde nts indicate  th at taxe s for h igh  
incom e  groups are  too low  (Figure  3).

ECO NO MIC SLO W D O W N
Th e  curre nt global e conom ic slow dow n fram e s m uch  
of curre nt gove rnm e nt action. More  th an 70% of 
le gislator re sponde nts from  Be lgium  are  in favor of 
e ngaging th e  gove rnm e nt in large  scale  inve stm e nt 
proje cts (Figure  4). About h alf of re sponde nts are  in 
favor of th e  gove rnm e nt providing m ortgage  guarante e s 
and cutting gove rnm e nt spe nding.  About a th ird of 
re sponde nts indicate d support for th e  cre ation of a 
bank  th at w ould purch ase  toxic asse ts, de cre ase  
corporate  taxe s or de cre ase  pe rsonal taxe s. No 
le gislators indicate d be ing strongly in favor or in favor 
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of incre asing corporate  or pe rsonal taxe s or cutting 
social be ne fits.  Th e  im pact of th e  curre nt e conom ic 
crisis in individual countrie s is e xace rbate d by th e  
inte rconne cte d nature  of e conom ic activity. Le gislators 
w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir ow n e stim ate  of th e  im pact 
of th is slow dow n on coope ration am ong countrie s 
(Figure  5). About 70% of le gislator re sponde nts from  
Be lgium  indicate d th at th e y e xpe ct th at th e  curre nt 
e conom ic slow dow n w ill cause  m ore  prote ctionism  
am ong countrie s.  About 30% of re sponde nts indicate d 
th at th e  e conom ic crisis of today w ill cause  m ore  
coope ration. No re sponde nt indicate d unch ange d le ve ls 
of coope ration am ong countrie s due  to th e  e conom ic 
crisis.

CITIZ EN AND  TH E STATE 
Le gislative  actions ofte n fram e  th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt and th e  citize n. To th is e xte nt, 
le gislators w e re  ask e d to asse ss th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  
by public officials (Figure  6).  Alm ost 60% of re sponding 
le gislators from  Be lgium  be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt of 
pe ople  by public officials probably doe s not de pe nd on 
w h om  th e y k now . H ow e ve r, 27% of re sponde nts 
indicate d th at th e  tre atm e nt th e  public re ce ive s from  
officials probably de pe nds on w h om  th e y k now .
Th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n th e  citize n and th e  state  is 
ofte n be st qualifie d in acute  situations. Le gislators w e re  
pre se nte d w ith  gove rnm e nt actions in case  of a 
suspe cte d te rrorist th re at (Figure  7).  Alm ost 60% of 
le gislators supporte d tapping pe ople ’s te le ph one  
conve rsations, 30% supporte d th e  auth oritie s’ righ t to 
stop and se arch  pe ople  on th e  stre e t and none  of th e  
re sponde nts indicate d th at auth oritie s sh ould probably 
or de finite ly h ave  th e  righ t to de tain pe ople  for as long 
as th e y w ant w ith out putting th e m  on trial.  Le gislative  
w ork  tak e s place  in a fram e w ork  of be lie fs and value s. 
Just ove r 60% of le gislators indicate  th at pe ople  sh ould 
follow  th e ir conscie nce  on occasion.  About 17 % 
indicate d th at pe ople  sh ould obe y th e  law  w ith out 
e xce ption (Figure  8).
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ECO NO MY
O ve r th e  last 20 ye ars th e  Cze ch  R e public h as 
succe ssfully transitione d from  a ce ntrally planne d to a 
m ark e t e conom y.  H ow e ve r, th e  e xte nt of gove rnm e nt 
involve m e nt in th e  e conom y is still conte ntious.  Cze ch  
le gislators w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir pre fe re nce  
(Figure  1). R e sponde nts sh ow  strong support for 
gove rnm e nt h e lp to industrie s to de ve lop ne w  
products and te ch nology. Financing of proje cts to 
cre ate  ne w  jobs and cutting gove rnm e nt spe nding is 
also supporte d. H ow e ve r, th e y te nd to be  m ore  
cautious in de cre asing gove rnm e nt re gulation of 
busine ss or providing gove rnm e nt support to ailing 
industrie s.  Th e  issue  of gove rnm e nt re sponsibility to 
provide  se rvice s is addre sse d ne xt.  Le gislators w e re  
offe re d 10 diffe re nt are as of influe nce . Look ing at th e  
re sponse s, tw o task s w ith  support ove r 50% stand out 
(Figure  2). Le gislators support th e  ide a of gove rnm e nt 
re sponsibility to provide  h e alth  care  for th e  sick , and 
th e  provision of de ce nt standard of living for th e  old. 
Gove rnm e nts ofte n h ave  to balance  incre asing taxe s to 
pay for se rvice s and de cre asing taxe s to e ncourage  
dom e stic consum ption.  A plurality of le gislator 
re sponde nts from  th e  Cze ch  R e public indicate s th at 
taxe s for m iddle  and low  incom e  groups are  just righ t, 
w h ile  h alf of re sponde nts indicate  th at taxe s for h igh  
incom e  groups are  too low  (Figure  3).

ECO NO MIC SLO W D O W N
Th e  curre nt global e conom ic slow dow n fram e s m uch  
of curre nt gove rnm e nt action.  Alm ost 80% of 
re sponding Cze ch  le gislators is in favor of e ngaging th e  
gove rnm e nt in large  scale  inve stm e nt proje cts (Figure  
4).  Alm ost 70% support cutting gove rnm e nt 
e xpe nditure s and 64% favor th e  curtailing of 
e m ploym e nt of fore ign w ork e rs as a re sponse  to th e  
e conom ic dow nturn.  Inte re stingly 38% of re sponde nts 
indicate d be ing in favor of de cre asing corporate  taxe s 
w h ile  24% indicate d be ing in favor of incre asing 
corporate  taxe s.  About 11% of le gislators indicate  

be ing in favor of cutting social be ne fits.  Th e  im pact of 
th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis in individual countrie s is 
e xace rbate d by th e  inte rconne cte d nature  of e conom ic 
activity. Le gislators w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir ow n 
e stim ate  of th e  im pact of th is slow dow n on 
coope ration am ong countrie s.  About 72% of Cze ch  
le gislators indicate d th at th e y e xpe ct th e  curre nt 
e conom ic slow dow n to cause  m ore  prote ctionism  
am ong countrie s. 22% of re sponde nts indicate d 
unch ange d le ve ls of coope ration am ong countrie s due  
to th e  e conom ic crisis.  About 6% of re sponde nts 
indicate d th at th e  e conom ic crisis of today w ill cause  
m ore  coope ration.

CITIZ EN AND  TH E STATE 
Le gislative  actions ofte n fram e  th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt and th e  citize n. To th is e xte nt, 
le gislators w e re  ask e d to asse ss th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  
by public officials (Figure  6). More  th an h alf (55%) of 
le gislators re sponding from  th e  Cze ch  R e public be lie ve  
th at th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  by public officials probably 
doe s de pe nd on w h om  th e y k now , 17% be lie ve  th at th e  
tre atm e nt de finite ly de pe nds on w h om  pe ople  k now . 
O nly 5% indicate d th at th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  by 
officials de finite ly doe s not de pe nd on conne ctions.
Th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n th e  citize n and th e  state  is 
ofte n be st qualifie d in acute  situations. Le gislators w e re  
pre se nte d w ith  gove rnm e nt actions in case  of a 
suspe cte d te rrorist th re at (Figure  7).  Alm ost 9 4% 
supporte d tapping pe ople ’s te le ph one  conve rsations, 
66% supporte d th e  auth oritie s’ righ t to stop and se arch  
pe ople  on th e  stre e t, and about 22% of re sponde nts 
indicate d th at auth oritie s sh ould probably or de finite ly 
h ave  th e  righ t to de tain pe ople  for as long as th e y w ant 
w ith out putting th e m  on trial. Le gislative  w ork  (ofte n 
te ch nical in nature ) tak e s place  in a fram e w ork  of be lie fs 
and value s. Just ove r 34% of le gislators indicate  th at 
pe ople  sh ould follow  conscie nce  on occasion.  Alm ost 
tw ice  as m any (66%) indicate d th at pe ople  sh ould obe y 
th e  law  w ith out e xce ption (Figure  8).
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ECO NO MY
In re ce nt h istory, H ungary que stione d th e  role  of th e  
gove rnm e nt in th e  e conom y be fore  oth e r countrie s in 
Ce ntral and Easte rn Europe . H ungarian le gislators w e re  
ask e d to indicate  th e ir pre fe re nce  for gove rnm e nt 
involve m e nt in th e  e conom y today (Figure  1). 
R e sponde nts sh ow  strong support to cut gove rnm e nt 
spe nding (9 3%), follow e d by gove rnm e nt financing of 
proje cts to cre ate  jobs (82%). R e spnde nts are  also in 
favor of  gove rnm e nt support to de ve lop ne w  products 
and te ch nologie s (62%) and at th e  sam e  tim e  
supporting ailing industrie s to prote ct jobs (55%).
Th e  issue  of gove rnm e nt re sponsibility is addre sse d 
ne xt. Le gislators w e re  offe re d 10 diffe re nt are as of 
influe nce . O ne  are a of re sponsibility cle arly stands out 
–  im posing strict law s to m ak e  industry do le ss dam age  
to th e  e nvironm e nt (63% indicating strong support). 
Inte re stingly, all th e  oth e r actions re ce ive d significantly 
le ss support. Gove rnm e nts ofte n h ave  to balance  
incre asing taxe s to pay for se rvice s and de cre asing 
taxe s to e ncourage  dom e stic consum ption.  An 
ove rw h e lm ing m ajority (81%) of le gislators from  
H ungary indicate  th at taxe s for m iddle  incom e  groups 
are  too h igh , (74%) indicate  th at taxe s are  too h igh  for 
th e  low  incom e  group and 41% indicate  th e  taxe s are  
too h igh  for th e  h igh  incom e  group (Figure  3).

ECO NO MIC SLO W D O W N
Th e  curre nt global e conom ic slow dow n fram e s m uch  
of curre nt gove rnm e nt action.  Th is is e spe cially th e  
case  in H ungary th at w as significantly im pacte d by th e  
dow nturn.  All of re sponding H ungarian le gislators are  
in favor of cutting gove rnm e nt e xpe nditure s in ligh t of 
th e  e conom ic crisis (Figure  4). O ve r 9 0% support 
de cre asing pe rsonal taxe s, and 76% support de cre asing 
corporate  taxe s. Th e  sam e  proportion of H ungarian 
le gislators supports cutting social be ne fits.  O ve r 70% 
favor gove rnm e nt e ngage m e nt in large  scale  inve stm e nt 
proje cts.
Th e  im pact of th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis in individual 

countrie s is e xace rbate d by th e  inte rconne cte d nature  
of e conom ic activity.  Le gislators w e re  ask e d to indicate  
th e ir ow n e stim ate  of th e  im pact of th is slow dow n on 
coope ration am ong countrie s (Figure  5).  About 48% of 
H ungarian le gislators indicate d th at th e y e xpe ct th at th e  
curre nt e conom ic slow dow n w ill cause  m ore  
prote ctionism  am ong countrie s.  Just ove r a quarte r of 
re sponde nts (26%) indicate d unch ange d le ve ls of 
coope ration am ong countrie s due  to th e  e conom ic 
crisis.  Th e  sam e  proportion e stim ate s th at th e  
e conom ic crisis of today w ill cause  m ore  coope ration 
am ong countrie s.

CITIZ EN AND  TH E STATE 
Le gislative  actions ofte n fram e  th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt and th e  citize n.  To th is e xte nt, 
le gislators w e re  ask e d to asse ss th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  
by public officials (Figure  6).  About 74% of le gislators 
re sponding from  H ungary be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt of 
pe ople  by public officials de finite ly doe s or probably 
doe s de pe nd on w h om  th e y k now . O nly about 26% 
be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  re ce ive  from  public 
officials probably doe s not de pe nd on conne ctions.  Th e  
re lationsh ip be tw e e n th e  citize n and th e  state  is ofte n 
be st qualifie d in acute  situations. Le gislators w e re  
pre se nte d w ith  gove rnm e nt actions in case  of a 
suspe cte d te rrorist th re at (Figure  7).  Alm ost 65% of 
le gislators supporte d tapping pe ople ’s te le ph one  
conve rsations, 63% supporte d th e  auth oritie s’ righ t to 
stop and se arch  pe ople  on th e  stre e t, and about 15% of 
re sponde nts indicate d th at auth oritie s sh ould probably 
or de finite ly h ave  th e  righ t to de tain pe ople  for as long 
as th e y w ant w ith out putting th e m  on trial. Le gislative  
w ork  tak e s place  in a fram e w ork  of be lie fs and value s. 
 Just ove r 36% of le gislators indicate  th at pe ople  sh ould 
follow  th e ir conscie nce  on occasion.  About 56% 
indicate d th at pe ople  sh ould obe y th e  law  w ith out 
e xce ption (Figure  8).
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ECO NO MY
Ire land’s e conom ic succe ss in th e  last 15 ye ars and th e  
e conom ic dow nturn in th e  last 9  m onth s h ave  
provok e d re ne w e d discussion on th e  role  of th e  
gove rnm e nt in th e  e conom y.  Irish  le gislators w e re  
ask e d to indicate  th e ir pre fe re nce  for gove rnm e nt 
involve m e nt in th e  e conom y today (Figure  1). 
R e sponde nts sh ow  strong support for industry to 
de ve lop ne w  te ch nology (100%), follow e d by 
gove rnm e nt financing of proje cts to cre ate  jobs (9 1%) 
and cutting gove rnm e nt spe nding (66%).  Inte re stingly 
only about 19 % of re sponde nts support de cre asing 
gove rnm e nt re gulation of busine ss.  Th e  issue  of 
gove rnm e nt re sponsibility is addre sse d ne xt. Le gislators 
w e re  offe re d 10 diffe re nt are as of influe nce . Th e re  are  
th re e  re sponsibilitie s w ith  ove r 80% support am ong 
le gislators –  providing de ce nt standard of living for th e  
old, providing h e alth  care  for th e  sick  and providing 
de ce nt h ousing for th ose  w h o can’t afford it. 
Gove rnm e nts ofte n h ave  to balance  incre asing taxe s to 
pay for se rvice s and de cre asing taxe s to e ncourage  
dom e stic consum ption. In Ire land a plurality of 
re sponde nts indicate s th at taxe s are  just righ t for all 
th re e  incom e  groups (Figure  3).  O ve r 80% of 
re sponde nts indicate  th at taxe s are  just righ t for th e  
h igh  incom e  group.

ECO NO MIC SLO W D O W N
Th e  curre nt global e conom ic slow dow n fram e s m uch  
of curre nt gove rnm e nt action; th is is e spe cially th e  case  
in Ire land th at h as fe lt th e  e conom ic dow nturn m ore  
be cause  of its re lative  siz e  and ope nne ss.  About 9 0% of 
re sponding Irish  le gislators are  in favor of e ngaging in 
large  scale  inve stm e nt proje cts and incre asing pe rsonal 
taxe s (Figure  4).  Th is se e m s to contradict th e  data 
from  th e  pre vious ch art w h e re  m ore  th an h alf of th e  
re sponde nts indicate  th at taxe s are  just righ t.  Th is 
contradiction is on th e  surface  only -  th e  taxe s are  just 
righ t for th e  groups h ow e ve r, be cause  of th e  e conom ic 
crisis th e  state  is e xpe rie ncing h igh e r de m and for 

se rvice s and th ose  ne e d to be  finance d.
Th e  im pact of th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis in individual 
countrie s is e xace rbate d by th e  inte rconne cte d nature  
of e conom ic activity.  Le gislators in Ire land are  e ve nly 
split (38% and 38%) be tw e e n m ore  coope ration and 
m ore  prote ctionism  due  to th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis 
(Figure  5).  About 24% also indicate  th at th e  curre nt 
e conom ic slow dow n w ill not h ave  any im pact on th e  
le ve l of coope ration am ong countrie s.

CITIZ EN AND  TH E STATE 
Le gislative  actions ofte n fram e  th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt and th e  citize n. To th is e xte nt, 
le gislators w e re  ask e d to asse ss th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  
by public officials (Figure  6).  About 57% of le gislators 
re sponding from  Ire land be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt of 
pe ople  by public officials probably doe s de pe nd on 
w h om  th e y k now . None  of th e  le gislators re porte d 
th ink ing th at th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  ge t from  officials 
de finite ly de pe nds on w h om  th e y k now . O nly about 
26% be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  re ce ive  from  
public officials probably doe s not de pe nd on w h om  
pe ople  k now .  About 18% of le gislators are  convince d 
th at h aving contacts h as no influe nce  on th e  tre atm e nt 
pe ople  ge t from  public officials. Th e  re lationsh ip 
be tw e e n th e  citize n and th e  state  is ofte n be st qualifie d 
in acute  situations. Le gislators w e re  pre se nte d w ith  
gove rnm e nt actions in case  of a suspe cte d te rrorist 
th re at (Figure  7).  Alm ost 43% of le gislators supporte d 
tapping pe ople ’s te le ph one  conve rsations, 18% 
supporte d th e  auth oritie s’ righ t to stop and se arch  
pe ople  on th e  stre e t and about 16% of re sponde nts 
indicate d th at auth oritie s sh ould probably or de finite ly 
h ave  th e  righ t to de tain pe ople  for as long as th e y w ant 
w ith out putting th e m  on trial.  Le gislative  w ork  tak e s 
place  in a fram e w ork  of be lie fs and value s.  About 73% 
of le gislators indicate d th at pe ople  sh ould follow  th e ir 
conscie nce  on occasion.  About 27% indicate d th at 
pe ople  sh ould obe y th e  law  w ith out e xce ption (Figure  
8).
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NETH ER LAND S
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ECO NO MY
D ive rging opinions on th e  role  of gove rnm e nt in th e  
e conom y are  com m on. Le gislators from  th e  
Ne th e rlands w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir pre fe re nce  
on th is issue  (Figure  1). R e sponse s indicate  th at 9 5% of 
le gislators are  in favor of gove rnm e nt financing of 
proje cts to cre ate  ne w  jobs, follow e d by 64% of 
le gislators indicating be ing in favor of supporting 
industry to de ve lop ne w  te ch nology. Th e  oth e r 
gove rnm e nt actions are  supporte d by significantly 
low e r proportion of le gislators.  Th e  issue  of 
gove rnm e nt re sponsibility is addre sse d ne xt. Le gislators 
w e re  offe re d 10 diffe re nt are as of influe nce  (Figure  2). 
 Th e  re sponde nts are  m ost lik e ly to indicate  
gove rnm e nt re sponsibility w h e n it com e s to im posing 
strict law s to m ak e  industry do le ss e nvironm e ntal 
dam age  (76%), providing h e alth  care  for th e  sick , and 
providing a de ce nt standard of living for th e  old. Not 
tabulate d h e re  are  th e  5% support for th e  provision of 
jobs to e ve ryone  w h o w ants it and 0% support to 
assign to th e  gove rnm e nt th e  re sponsibility to k e e p 
price s unde r control. Gove rnm e nts ofte n h ave  to 
balance  incre asing taxe s to pay for se rvice s and 
de cre asing taxe s to e ncourage  dom e stic consum ption. 
More  th an h alf of re sponding D utch  le gislators 
indicate s th at taxe s for all groups are  just about righ t 
(Figure  3).  About 32% of re sponding le gislators indicate  
taxe s for th e  m iddle  incom e  group to be  too h igh .

ECO NO MIC SLO W D O W N
Th e  curre nt global e conom ic slow dow n fram e s m uch  
of curre nt gove rnm e nt action in th e  Ne th e rlands.  As a 
re sponse  to th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis, about 87% of 
le gislators support th e  e ngage m e nt of th e  gove rnm e nt 
in large  scale  inve stm e nt proje cts and 75% support th e  
cre ation of a bank  to buy up toxic asse ts (Figure  4). Th e  
oth e r gove rnm e nt actions inte nde d to com bat th e  
curre nt e conom ic crisis re ce ive  le ss th an 50% support 
form  D utch  le gislators.  Th e  im pact of th e  curre nt 
e conom ic crisis in individual countrie s is e xace rbate d 

by th e  inte rconne cte d nature  of e conom ic activity. 
Le gislators w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir ow n e stim ate  of 
th e  im pact of th is slow dow n on coope ration am ong 
countrie s (Figure  5). About 65% of D utch  le gislators 
indicate d th at th e y e xpe ct th at th e  curre nt e conom ic 
slow dow n w ill cause  m ore  prote ctionism .  About 26% 
of re sponde nts indicate d th at th e  e conom ic crisis of 
today w ill cause  m ore  coope ration am ong countrie s. 
About 10% of re sponding le gislators from  th e  
Ne th e rlands e xpe ct unch ange d le ve ls of coope ration 
am ong countrie s due  to th e  e conom ic crisis.

CITIZ EN AND  TH E STATE
Le gislative  actions ofte n fram e  th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt and th e  citize n. To th is e xte nt, 
le gislators w e re  ask e d to asse ss th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  
by public officials (Figure  6).  About 43% of le gislators 
re sponding be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  by 
public officials probably doe s de pe nd on w h om  th e y 
k now .  About a quarte r of th e  le gislators indicate  th at 
th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  re ce ive  de finite ly doe s not 
de pe nd on w h om  pe ople  k now .  Still, about 32% of 
th e m  e stim ate  th at th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  ge t from  
public officials is de pe nde nt on th e ir contacts.
Th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n th e  citize n and th e  state  is 
ofte n be st qualifie d in acute  situations. Le gislators w e re  
pre se nte d w ith  gove rnm e nt actions in case  of a 
suspe cte d te rrorist th re at (Figure  7).  Alm ost 38% of 
le gislators supporte d tapping pe ople ’s te le ph one  
conve rsations, 25% supporte d th e  auth oritie s’ righ t to 
stop and se arch  pe ople  on th e  stre e t and none  of th e  
re sponde nts indicate d th at auth oritie s sh ould probably 
or de finite ly h ave  th e  righ t to de tain pe ople  for as long 
as th e y w ant w ith out putting th e m  on trial.  Le gislative  
w ork  tak e s place  in a fram e w ork  of be lie fs and value s. 
 Just ove r 86% of le gislators indicate  th at pe ople  sh ould 
follow  th e ir conscie nce  on occasion.  About 14% 
indicate d th at pe ople  sh ould obe y th e  law  w ith out 
e xce ption (Figure  8).
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SLO VAK  R EPUBLIC
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ECO NO MY
D ive rging opinions on th e  role  of gove rnm e nt in th e  
e conom y are  com m on. Le gislators from  th e  Slovak  
R e public w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir pre fe re nce  
(Figure  1). All re sponde nts iare  in favor of cutting 
gove rnm e nt spe nding, 9 4% of le gislators are  in favor of 
gove rnm e nt financing of proje cts to cre ate  ne w  jobs, 
follow e d by 64% of le gislators indicating be ing in favor 
of supporting industry to de ve lop ne w  te ch nology. Th e  
oth e r gove rnm e nt actions are  supporte d by 
significantly low e r proportion of le gislators. Th e  issue  of 
gove rnm e nt re sponsibility is addre sse d ne xt. Le gislators 
w e re  offe re d 10 diffe re nt are as of influe nce  (Figure  2). 
Inte re stingly, in Slovak ia, only one  are a of gove rnm e nt 
influe nce  –  im posing strict law s to m ak e  industry do 
le ss dam age  to th e  e nvironm e nt –  is conside re d a 
gove rnm e nt re sponsibility by m ore  th an 50% of 
re sponde nts. Gove rnm e nts ofte n h ave  to balance  
incre asing taxe s to pay for se rvice s and de cre asing 
taxe s to e ncourage  dom e stic consum ption.  Alm ost 
70% of re sponde nts indicate  th at taxe s for th e  h igh  
incom e  group are  about righ t (Figure  3).  For th e  
m iddle  incom e  group -  re sponde nts are  e ve nly split 
be tw e e n conside ring taxe s be ing too h igh  and taxe s 
be ing just righ t.  For th e  low  incom e  group, ove r 50% 
re sponding le gislators in Slovak ia indicate  th at taxe s are  
too h igh .

ECO NO MIC SLO W D O W N
Th e  curre nt global e conom ic slow dow n fram e s m uch  
of curre nt gove rnm e nt action in Slovak ia.  As a 
re sponse  to th e  curre nt e conom ic crisis, 9 4% of 
le gislators support cutting gove rnm e nt spe nding, 85% 
support de cre asing corporate  taxe s, and also 
de cre asing pe rsonal taxe s, and 60% support 
gove rnm e nt e ngage m e nt in large  scale  inve stm e nt 
proje cts (Figure  4). Th e  im pact of th e  curre nt e conom ic 
crisis in individual countrie s is e xace rbate d by th e  
inte rconne cte d nature  of e conom ic activity.  Le gislators 
w e re  ask e d to indicate  th e ir ow n e stim ate  of th e  

im pact of th is slow dow n on coope ration am ong 
countrie s (Figure  5). About 43% of Slovak  le gislators 
indicate d th at th e y e xpe ct th at th e  curre nt e conom ic 
slow dow n w ill cause  no ch ange  in th e  le ve l of 
coope ration am ong countrie s.  About 31% of 
re sponde nts indicate d th at th e  e conom ic crisis of today 
w ill inspire  m ore  coope ration am ong countrie s.  About 
26% of re sponding le gislators from  th e  Slovak  R e public 
e xpe ct incre ase d prote ctionism  due  to th e  curre nt 
e conom ic crisis.
 

CITIZ EN AND  TH E STATE
Le gislative  actions ofte n fram e  th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt and th e  citize n. To th is e xte nt, 
le gislators w e re  ask e d to asse ss th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  
by public officials (Figure  6).  About 47% of le gislators 
re sponding be lie ve  th at th e  tre atm e nt of pe ople  by 
public officials probably doe s de pe nd on w h om  th e y 
k now .  About 17% of th e  le gislators indicate  th at th e  
tre atm e nt pe ople  re ce ive  de finite ly doe s de pe nd on 
w h om  pe ople  k now .  A  bit ove r a th ird of re sponding 
le gislators e stim ate  th at th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  ge t from  
public officials probably doe s not de pe nd on th e ir 
contacts.  None  of th e  re sponding le gislators sugge ste d 
th at th e  tre atm e nt pe ople  re ce ive d de finite ly doe s not 
de pe nd on w h o th e y k now .  Th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n 
th e  citize n and th e  state  is ofte n be st qualifie d in acute  
situations. Le gislators w e re  pre se nte d w ith  gove rnm e nt 
actions in case  of a suspe cte d te rrorist th re at (Figure  7). 
Alm ost 56% of le gislators supporte d tapping pe ople ’s 
te le ph one  conve rsations, and 36% of re sponde nts 
indicate d th at auth oritie s sh ould probably or de finite ly 
h ave  th e  righ t to de tain pe ople  for as long as th e y w ant 
w ith out putting th e m  on trial.  About 19 % of le gislators 
indicate d th at th e  auth oritie s de finite ly or probably 
sh ould h ave  th e  righ t to stop and se arch  pe ople  on th e  
stre e t. Le gislative  w ork  tak e s place  in a fram e w ork  of 
be lie fs and value s.  About 55% of le gislators indicate  th at 
pe ople  sh ould follow  th e ir conscie nce  on occasion. 
 About 43% indicate d th at pe ople  sh ould obe y th e  law  
w ith out e xce ption (Figure  8).
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