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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTITUTE

GMAT/GRE Preparation 
Syllabus
Time, Location, Instructor:

Class Hours: 


Class Room: 


Instructor: 


Contact Information: 
e-mail: 



Cell phone: 


Office:



Office Hours: 


Course Materials

The Official Guide for GMAT Review, 13th edition, Graduate Management Admission Council
and/or The Official Guide to the GRE revised General Test, McGraw Hill/ETS
Other materials provided by instructor

Course Description
This course is for ELI students who want to enter an MBA or other graduate program. Students will develop and apply their skills in English language reading comprehension and writing necessary to fulfill the GMAT/GRE admissions requirements.  Students will be able to understand logical arguments, especially the identification of issues, conclusions, evidence, inference and logical fallacies 

This course will integrate development of reading and writing academic study skills within the course content.  Students will be able to identify the main idea in a graduate level reading passage, increase their graduate level vocabulary, and develop Level VI grammar skills needed for their GMAT/GRE essays as well as for their ability to choose the best answers for the multiple choice sections. 
Learning Outcomes
A. Reading
Students will be able to:
1. Identify the main idea (thesis) in a passage and the major point in each paragraph and establish the relationship of the parts to the whole in a reading passage;
2. Read GMAT-style comprehension passages at a suitable speed for the test;
3. Understand the meaning of words from their context in reading passages;
4. Read and correctly respond to questions relating to written passages in standardized tests;
5. Identify logical fallacies in written texts.
B. Writing 
Students will be able to:
1. Write effective GMAT/GRE test essays requiring the use of analytical reasoning; 
2. Recognize and develop valid and logical reasoning strategies;
3. Use a writing process including topic selection and narrowing, gathering information, organizing and outlining, drafting, reviewing, and revising;
4. Write sentences with varied and appropriate grammar, vocabulary, structure, and length.
C. Overall Structure and Grammar

Students will be able to:
1. Write grammatically accurate clauses and sentences using parallelism, coordination, subordination, and embedding;
2. Control subject/verb, noun/pronoun, pronoun/antecedent, and article/noun agreement;
3. Use correct word order;
4. Use articles and prepositions with appropriate accuracy.
D. Other Skills

Students will:
1. Become familiar with all the sections of the GMAT/GRE test and practice answering questions from all sections;
2. Expand their English business and academic vocabularies.
Students in this class will develop and apply these skills needed for the following situations:

· Analytical and logical writing strategies for the two GMAT/GRE Analytical Writing essays, strategies they will use throughout their academic and professional careers;
· Tactical thinking required to score well on the Math and Verbal multiple choice sections of the GMAT or the Verbal and Quantitative sections of the GRE.
Grading

You will receive a reading grade, a writing grade, and a grammar grade for this class.  

Your reading grade will be based on quizzes on reading comprehension, in-class practice tests of GMAT verbal questions and interpretation of GMAT/GRE essay questions. There will be a final reading test, which is worth 20% of the total reading grade.
Your writing grade will be based on your practice GMAT/GRE essays on an analysis of an issue and an analysis of an argument. There will be a final in-class essay test, which is worth 20% of the total writing grade.
Your grammar grade will be based on GMAT/GRE practice exercises, writing, and other grammar assessments. There will be a final grammar test, which is worth 20% of the total grammar grade.

You will also receive a grade for effort (1, 2, or 3), which is based on attendance, punctuality, participation, and appropriate classroom behavior. The grade is calculated as follows: each student starts with 100 points, but loses 2 points for tardiness, 5 for absence / non-participation / late assignments. Speaking a language other than English in class, checking email (see policies), and other inappropriate behavior will also result in deductions. Extra effort will be rewarded (such as attending office hours, participating in and outside class beyond the course requirements, etc.). 
The ELI uses the following scale for effort grades:


1 = Outstanding effort (90+ points)


2 = Satisfactory effort (80-89 points)


3 = Unsatisfactory effort (<80 points)

Class Attendance

· There are ordinarily no excused absences. Students are marked absent when they do not come to class for any reason. 

· Students are marked late when they come to class more than 5 minutes late. 

· Three lates equals one absence. 

· Students are marked absent when they come to class more than 15 minutes late. 
· A tutoring absence counts as ½ a class absence.
· After four absences for any reason, students receive a warning letter that asks them to make an appointment with the Associate Director to explain their absences. 

· Students who have more than 16 absences in a session in both their Listening/Speaking and Reading/Writing classes are in violation of their student visas and may be dismissed from the ELI.

· If you are absent, inform the instructor as soon as possible.

· You are responsible for knowing what you missed and what homework is due the next day. Make every effort to find this information from a classmate before asking your instructor. Emails sent after 5pm may not be answered in time for the next class.

· Late assignments will be accepted before the end of week 6 only if you discuss your situation with the instructor. The assignment must be submitted within one week of the original due date, and one full letter grade (10%) will be deducted. Make-up tests and in-class assignments may be possible if you present the instructor with a valid reason as soon as possible. The same restrictions apply. Not all assignments and tests may be made up due to absence or tardiness.
· Important:  In order to complete the level, students must be present to write the final essay, reading test, and grammar test on the days designated by the ELI faculty.
Course Requirements

· Completing all homework essays and other assignments

· Participating in class

· Asking questions when you don’t understand something

· Knowing what the next day’s assignment is and coming to class prepared after you have been absent.

