revised June 2012
Advanced Listening and Speaking through Broadway Musicals

Seven-Week Timeline


The content of the Broadway class usually consists of a history of Broadway musical theater followed by three musical plays.  For each musical, students listen to and discuss individual songs and gradually fill out a teacher-created study guide to develop their interpretation of the characters, setting, plot and themes.


The Mamma Mia! unit runs differently.  Rather than interpret the existing musical, students in small groups create their own story, in “jukebox musical” fashion, placing the songs in whatever order suits the plot they have conceived to weave the songs together.

Generally, the unit for each musical includes:

 
- Pre-listening activities (discussions, dictations, watching video extracts without


  sound, background readings, etc.)


- Vocabulary exercises and quiz


- Listening cloze exercises and quiz


- Pronunciation work, using textbook Clear Speech by Judy B. Gilbert as well as


  teacher-generated materials


- Cooperative group work on answering Study Guide questions


- Class and small-group discussions


- Oral grammar correction exercises


- Fluency/concentration exercises


- Watching the musical on DVD


- A major speaking assignment (class presentation or one-on-one teacher

 
  interview)


The choice and order of musicals is left to the teacher’s discretion.  Consider mixing styles, such as the continuous singing style of British musicals (Evita, Phantom of the Opera), the American style of alternating songs and spoken lines, and the jukebox musical, for which a plot was created based on pre-existing, originally non-related songs (Singing in the Rain, Mamma Mia!, The Jersey Boys.) The timeline below is based on a session using the musicals Evita, Mamma Mia! and The Producers. 


NOTE:  The Broadway course tends to run during sessions when special short-term groups come in and out.  If a jukebox musical such as Mamma Mia! is chosen, it is important that the musical be taught during a period when the class make-up is stable, as the students creating their jukebox musical together depend on each other throughout the project.

Week 1

Syllabus introduction

Getting acquainted 

Diagnostic listening and pronunciation exercises

History of Broadway:  jigsaw reading

Quiz on history of Broadway (listening grade)

Begin Evita:


- preview of  first scene, “Two Funerals”


- first two songs, “Oh What a Circus” and “Eva and Magaldi”

How to paraphrase

Pronunciation:  Clear Speech (CS) Units 1 (syllables) and 2 (alphabet vowels)

Week 2

Introduction to study guide

Evita songs


“Another Suitcase in Another Hall”


“Good Night and Thank You”


“Charity Concert”


“I’d Be Surprisingly Good for You”


“A New Argentina” (view DVD extract)


“Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina” (as a cloze listening quiz)

Vocabulary groups 1 and 2

Fluency/concentration activity

Grammar correction activity

Dictation

Study guide group time

Start documentary “Evita, the Woman Behind the Myth” (available at Morris Library)

Pronunciation:  Clear Speech (CS) Unit 2, cont’d (relative vowels) and Units 3 (word stress) and 4 (word stress and vowel clarity)

Week 3

Continue Eva Peron documentary

Past conditionals with “wish” and “if”:  lesson + incorporate into song discussions

Finish remaining Evita songs

Study group time

Students turn in study guides for a listening grade

Dicto-comp

Vocabulary group 3

Vocabulary quiz

Fluency/concentration activity

Introduction to major speaking assignment:  Evita talk show role plays (due Week 4)

Watch and discuss film version of Evita
Pronunciation:  Word stress patterns; vowel work  (CS p. 29-40)

Week 4

Evita talk show role plays (speaking grade)

Begin Mamma Mia! unit


messenger-scribe dictation (text introduces the jukebox musical concept)


handout:  review of reported speech (for song summaries to be presented to class)


study Abba songs:  Each small group studies a different song and prepares to:



- summarize it orally for the class



- teach new vocabulary from the song



- present the story of the song in skit form


small group presentations of Abba songs


Cloze listening quiz:  “I Have a Dream”

fluency/concentration activity

grammar correction activity

Pronunciation:  sentence stress; linking with /w/ and /y/ (CS p. 41-58)

Week 5

Quiz based on grammar correction activities

Continue Abba song study and presentations by small groups

“Money, Money, Money” activity

Mamma Mia! vocabulary quiz

Fluency/concentration activity

Introduction to major speaking assignment:  creating the plot of a jukebox musical

Jukebox project group time (lots)

Friday:  jukebox musical presentations

Start watching Mamma Mia! film version 

Pronunciation:  sentence focus; special intonation (CS p. 59-71)



  reductions and linking practice:  class identifies reductions and links in




the song “Mamma Mia!” and sings the song together to practice

Week 6

Finish watching and discuss Mamma Mia! film version

Begin The Producers unit.  Songs:


“Opening Night”


“Along Came Bialy”


“We Can Do It”


“That Face”


“I Wanna Be a Producer”

“You Never Say Good Luck”



“Keep it Gay”



“Springtime for Hitler”



“When You Got It, Flaunt It”

Expressing degrees of certainty with modals (lesson + incorporate in discussion of songs)

Roger DeBris strategic interaction scenario (before “Keep It Gay”)

Study guide group time

Vocabulary exercises

Fluency/concentration activity

Dictation

Pronunciation:  vowels review; thought groups (CS Unit 9 vowel work + Unit 15 all)

Week 7

Students record CS p. 137 for a speaking grade

Finish listening to The Producers songs

Students turn in study guide

Vocabulary exercises

The Producers vocabulary quiz

Compas listening test

Final speaking grade:  one-on-one interviews with teacher

Watch and discuss film version of The Producers
