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Fourth Conjugation and -io 
Verbs of the Third 

This chapter introduces the last of the regular conjugations, in the active 
voice, the fourth conjugation (illustrated here by audiO, audire, audivi, audi-
tllm, to hear) and -iii verbs of the third (illustrated by capiO, capere, ccpi, 
captum, to take, seize). Like the first two conjugations, the fourth is charac-
terized by a long stem vowel; as seen in the paradigm below, the -i- is re-
tained through all the present system tenses (present, future, imperfect), al-
though it is shortened before vowels as well as before final -t. Certain third 
conjugation verbs are formed in the same way in the present system, except 
that the -i- is everywhere short and e appears as the stem vowel in the singu-
lar imperative (cape) and the present active infinitive (capere). Ago is pre-
sented alongside these new paradigms for comparison and review (see 
Ch.8). 

PRESENT INDICATIVE ACTIVE 

1. ago audi-o capi-o (I hem; take) 
Sg. 2. agis al.idI-s capi-s (you heal; take) 

3. agit alldi-t capi-t (he, she, it hears; takes) 

1. clgin111s audfn1us capimus (we hem; take) 
PI. 2. agitis audltis capitis (you hear, take) 

3. agunt alldiunt capiunt (they hear, take) 
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FUTURE INDICATIVE ACTIVE 

1. agan1 altdi-an1 capi-an1 
Sg. 2. ages alldi-os cc:ipi-es 

3. aget alldi-et ccipi-et 

1. agemus audiemus capiemus 
PI. 2. agetis audietis capietis 

3. agent aLldient c{tpient 

IMPERFECT INDICATIVE ACTIVE 

1. agebam 
Sg. 2. age bas 

3. agebat 

1. agebtnnus 
PI. 2. agebiltis 

3. agebant 

audi-ebat11 
audi-ebas 
audi-ebat 

audieban1US 
audiebiltis 
aucliebant 

PRESENT IMPERATIVE ACTIVE 

Sg. 2. age 
PI. 2. agite 

aMI 
audl-te 

capl-cbam 
capi-ebas 
capi-ebat 

capiebamus 
capiebatis 
capiebant 

C{lpe 
celpi-te 

CON} UGA HON Of Audio 

(l shall hem; take) 
(you will hew; take) 
(he, she, it will hew; take) 

(we slwll hem; take) 
(you will hem; take) 
(they will hem; take) 

(I Ivas hearing, taking) 
(you IVere hearing, taking) 
(he, she, it was hearing, taking) 

(we It'ere hearing, taking) 
(yoll Ivere hearing, taking) 
(they were hearing, taking) 

(hem; take) 
(hem; take) 

The -ire distinguishes the infinitive of the fourth conjugation from the 
infinitives of the other conjugations (laud-are, mon-erc, ag-ere, aud-ire, ca-
Ilere). 

As in the case of the first two conjugations, the rule for the formation 
of the present indicative is to add the personal endings to the present stem 
(audi-). In the third person plural this rule would give us *atldi-nt but the 
actual form is audi-unt, an ending reminiscent of agunt. 

For the future of audiii a good rule of thumb is this: shorten the i of the 
present stem, audio, and add the future endings of ago: -am, -es, -et, -emus, 
-His, -ent. Once again, as in the third conjugation, -e- is the characteristic 
vowel of the future. 

The imperfect is formed with -ie-, instead of simply the stem vowel -i-, 
before the -ba- tense sign, so that the forms are audiebam, audiebas, etc. 
(rather than *andibam, etc., as might be expected). 

The imperatives, however, follow exactly the pattern of the first and sec-
ond conjugations, i.e., the singular is the same as the present stem (audi) 
and the plural merely adds -te (audite). 



64 Wheelock's Latin: Chapter 10 

CONJUGA nON OF CapiO 

The infinitive capere is clearly an infinitive of the third conjugation, not 
of the fourth. The imperative forms also show that this is a verb of the 
third conjugation. 

The present, future, and imperfect indicative of capiO follow the pattern 
of audio, except that capiO, like ago, has a short -i- in capis, capimus, capitis. 

Note again very carefully the rule that the -i- appears in all present 
system active indicative forms for both fourth and third -iii verbs, and re-
member that two vowels, -io-, appear before the -ba- in the imperfect. 

VOCABULARY 

amicitia, -ae, f,/j-iendship (cp. amo, amica, amicus) 
cupiditas, cupidiHltis, f., desire, longing, passion,' cupidily, avarice (cp, 

cupio, eh. 17) 
hora, -ae, C, how; time 
natura, -ae, f, nature (natural, preternatural, supernatural; cpo naseo .. , 

eh. 34) 
senectiis, seneelutis, f., old age (cp. senex, eh. 16) 
timor, timoris, m.,fear (timorous; cpo timeii, eh. 15) 
vel'itiis, veritatis, f, truth (verify, veritable, verity; cpo verus, verii, eh. 29) 
via, -ae, f, lVay, road, street (via, viaduct, deviate, devious, obvious, per-

vious, impervious, previous, trivial, voyage, envoy) 
voli.ptas, voluptatis, f. pleasure (voluptuary, voluptuous) 
beatus, -a, -om, happy, fiJl'lunate, blessed (beatific, beatify, beatitude, Be-

atrice) 
quoniam, conj., since, inasmuch as 
CUIll, prep. + abl., with. As a prefix cum may appear as com-, con-, 

COf-, col-, co-, and l11eans lVith, togethel; completely, or simply has 
an intensive force (complete, connect, corroborate, collaborate) 

audiO, audll'c, audivi, audltulll, to hem; listen to (audible, audience, audit, 
audition, auditory; cpo auditor, eh. 16) 

capio, capcre, Celli, captum, to lake, capture, seize, get. In compounds 
the -a- becomes -i-, -cipio: ac-cipiO, cx-cipio, in-dpiO, re-cipio, etc. (ca-
pable, capacious, capsule, captious, captive, captor) 

dlco, dicere, dixi, dictum, to say, tell, speak; name, call (dictate, dictun1, 
diction, dictionary, dight, ditto, contradict, indict, edict, verdict) 

facio, fiicel"e, feci, factum, to make, do, accomplish. In compounds the 
-a- becomes -i-, -ficiO: con-ficio, per-ficio, etc. (facile, fact, faction, 
factotum, facsimile, faculty, hlshion, feasible, feat) 

fugiO, fugere, ffIgi, f'ugitiirum, to flee, hurry (llpay,' escape; go into exile; 
avoid, shun (fugitive, fugue, centrifugal, refuge, subterfuge) 
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venio, venire, veni, vcntum, to come (advent, adventure, avenue, convene, 
contravene, covenant, event, inconvenient, intervene, parvenu, pre-
vent, provenience) 

inveniO, invenll'e, -veni, -vclltum, 10 come upon, .find (invent, inventory) 
VIVO, vlyere, vlxi, victum, to live (convivial, revive, survive, vivacity, vivid, 

vivify, viviparous, vivisection, victual, vittle; cpo vita) 

PRACTICE AND REVIEW 

I. Quid discipulae hodie discere debent? 
2. FriHres nihil cum ratione herI gerebant. 
3. IIIe magnam virlUtem laboris et studiI docere saepe audet. 
4. Hic de seneclUtc scrIbebat; ille, de amore; et ali us, de IIberHite. 
5. Ex librls iinius viri naturam haru111 Insidiaru111 demonstrabimus. 
6. IsH son victorian1 nimis amant; neuter de pace cogitat. 
7. Ubi civitas altos vir6s magnae sapientiae audict? 
8. Ex illIs terrIs in hunc locum cum amIclS vestris venlte. 
9. Post paucas horas sor6rem i1lIus invenire poteramus. 

10. C6piae vestrae utnDn virum ibi numquam capient. 
II. Alter Graecus remedium huius morbI inveniet. 
12. Carmina illIus scrIptoris sunt plena non solum veritiHis sed etiam 

virtU tis. 
13. We sha11 then come to your land without any friends. 
14. While he was living, nevertheless, we were able to have no peace. 
15. The whole state now shuns and will always shun these vices. 
16. He will, therefore, thank the queen and the whole people. 

SENTENTIAE ANTIQUAE 

I. Cupiditatem peclmiae gloriaeque fugite. (Cicero.) 
2. Officium meum faciam. (*Terence.) 
3. Fan1a tua et vIta ffliae tuae in perIculum cras venient. (Terence.) 
4. VIta non est vIvere sed valere. (Martial.) 
5. Semper magna cum timore incipio dIcere. (Cicero.- incipiii, -ere, 

to begin.) 
6. SI me dflces, M usa, coronam magna cum laude capiam. (Lucre-

tius.-Miisa, Muse.-corona, -ae, crown,) 
7. VIve memor mortis; fugit hora. (Persius.-memor, adj. nom. sg. m. 

or t:, mind/id. -mors, mortis, f., death.) 
8. amIcI, ocdisi6nem de hora. (Horace.- rapiD, -ere, fo snatch, 

seize. -ocdisiO, -onis, f, opportunity.) 
9. PalleI veniunt ad senectiltem. (*Cicero.) 

10. Sed fugit, interea, fugit tempus. (Virgil.-interea, adv., meanwhile.-
The verb is repeated for emphasis.) 

II. Fata viam invenienl. (*Virgil.-Hitum, -I, ./ille.) 
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In the readings 

12. Bonum virum natiira. non ordo, facit. (*Publilius 
m., rank.) 

13.0bsequium parit amlcos; veritas parit odium. 
sequium, -ii, compliance. -ere, to produce. -odium, -ii, hate.) 

THE INCOMPARABLE VALUE OF FRIENDSHIP 

Nihil cun1 amIcitia possum comparare; dl hOlninibus nihil n1elius dant. 
Pecuniam aliI malunt; aliI, corpora sana; aliI, ramam gl6riamque; aliI, volup-
Uites-·sed hI virl nimium errant, quoniam illa sunt incerta et ex fortuna 
veniunt, n6n ex sapientia. Amicitia enim ex sapientia et amore et moribus 
bonIs et virtDte venit; sine virtute allllcitia n6n potest esse. SI nullas a111Ic6s 
habes, habes vItam tyrannI; sI invenies amIcum verum, vIta tua erit beata. 

(Cicero, De Amlcitlcl, excerpts; see L.A. 6.-comparare.-,-melius, belta-ma-
lunt, -incertus, -a, -um, uncertain.) 

ETYMOLOGY 
AudiO is the ultimate ancestor of these surprising descendants: "obey" 

through Fr. obeir from Lat. obM,re (ob + audire); "obedient" (ob + audiens); 
"'oyez, oyez" from Fr. ouir, Lat. audire. 

5. incipient, inception. 6. museun1, l11usic.-corona, coronation, coro-
nary, coroner, corolla, corollary. 7. memory, memoir, commemorate. 
8. rapid, rapture, rapacious. 13. odious. "Friendship": 
com parable. ty. 

LATiNA EST OTILlS! 

Salvete! Do you remember being introduced to masc. -or nouns formed 
from the fourth principal parts of verbs? (That was back in Ch. 8.) Well, 
there are lots of others related to the new verbs in this chapter: auditor, 
Eng. audilO1; lislenCl; is one; can you find others? Look at the section on 
Etymological Aids in the App., p. 435-42 below, and you'll learn a great 
deal more about word families, including another group of third decl. nouns, 
mostly fem., formed by adding the suffix -iii (-iiinis, -iiini, etc.) to the same 
fourth principal part. Such nouns generally indicate the performance or re-
sult of an action, e.g., auditiO, auditionis, f, listening, hearing, and many 
have Eng. derivatives in -ion (like "audition"). Another example from this 
chapter's Vocab. is dictio, (the act of) speaking, public ,peaking, which gives 
us such Eng. derivatives as "diction" (the manner or style of one's speaking 
or writing), "dictionary," "benediction," "contradiction," etc. How many 
other Latin nouns and Eng. derivatives can you identify from the new verbs 
in this chapter? Happy hunting, but in the meantime tempus fugil, so I'll 
have to say valete! 


