CHAPTER 10

“Fourth Corg’ugau’on and -io Verbs of the Third:
Present and Future Indicative, Present ‘Jm}oemn’ve

and Active Qnﬁ’niu’w”
REVIEW OF VERBS

‘Desyiw its e}oic-sizec[ title, you’[f ﬁncf that there is rea[fy

not so much to learn in this cﬁa})ter aﬁz’r all. You a[reac[y know
the present and ﬁmufe tenses of the ﬁrst three conjugations,

and you know how to form their imperatives and infinitive. Let’s

have a look at what you know so far about these verbs.
1. ‘The Present Tense

To form the present tense of verbs of all conjugations, you
simply take the stem of the verb (which includes its stem
vowel) and add the personal endings.

2. ‘The Future Tense

To form the future tense of all conjugations, you take the
stem of the verb, then you add on a tense sign for the
future, and then you add the personal endings. For first
and second conjugation verbs, the tense sign of the future
is “-be-"; for the third conjugation, the tense sign is

((_a_ _e_”’

3. The Imperative Mood



To form the imperative mood in the singular, you use just
the stem (without any additional ending); for the plural you
add the ending “-te” to the stem. (The exceptions to this

rule are the third conj’ugau’on verbs “duc” and three others

«

you haven’t seen yet which lose their stem vowel short “-¢”

in the singufar. Their Ja[umf im}oemu’ves, however,
resurrect the stem vowel and are entirely regular:
“ducite”.)

The ‘Jnﬁnitive

The inﬁniu’ve is just the stem Jo[us the end’ing “re” for
all conjugations.

First Conj’ugah’on: amo, -are

PRESENT FUTURE  IMPERATIVE INFINITIVE




79. Second Cory’ugau’on: moneo, -ere

PRESENT FUTURE

IMPERATIVE INFINITIVE

111. Third Conjugation: mitto, -ere

PRESENT FUTURE

IMPERATIVE INFINITIVE




FOURTH CONJUGATION: PRESENT, FUTURE, IMPERATIVE, AND
INFINITIVE

This is going to be easy. Look at the entry for the Latin verb

“to hear™ “audio, -ire”. Take a close look. What's the stem
vowel, and what, therefore, is the stem of the verb? Remember,
you discover the stem of a verb by dropping the “-re” infinitive
ending. What's left is the stem (including the stem vowel). So
the stem of the verb “to hear” is “audi-". And it’s to this stem
that you add the various tense signs, personal endings, and so on
to conjugate the verb. Four conjugation verbs are verbs whose
stem ends in a long “-i-”. So how are you going to form the
jpresent tense of this verb? The formula of the present tense --

as you know already -- is: stem plus personal endings. (There is
no intervening tense sigh for the present tense). ‘In other

words, fourtﬁ corg’ugaﬂ'on verbs are verbs ﬁaw’ng an “-i-” for its
stem vowel, and it follows precisely the same rules as the other
conjugations for forming the present tense, with the one
exception that in the third person plural, an extra “-u-"is
inserted between the stem vowel “-i-” and the “nt” personal
ending. How about the future tense? The fourth conjugation uses
the same tense sign as the third corg’ugan’on for the ﬁAture

tense, inserting the letters “-a/e-” between the stem and the
personal endings. Because the “-i-” is long it “survives” the

addition of encfings. How about the present imperative? 1t’s just



[ike the other conjugations: the stem alone in the singular, and
the stem Jo[us “tg” for the y[umf, And ﬁna[fy the present
inﬁniu’ve? The stem }ofus “re”,

So you can see that the }m’nciya[ cﬁﬁcerence between the
four‘rﬁ corg’ugau’on and the others you’ve seen so fm is the
qua[ity qf the stem vowel. Conjugate the fourtﬁ conjugation verb

“to come”.
TV. Fourth Conjugau’on venio, -ire:

PRESENT FUTURE  IMPERATIVE  INFINITIVE

THIRD CONJUGATION i-STEM: PRESENT, FUTURE, IMPERATIVE AND
INFINITIVE



The third conjugation contains a subset of verbs, called
“i-stems”, that seem to imitate the fourth conjugation. The
third conjugation, as you know, contains verbs whose stem vowel
is short “-e-”. The short “-e-” is almost enu’re[y hidden in the
conj’ugan’on of the verbs because it cﬁanges to a short “-i-” or
short “-u-" Eeifore the Joersona[ end’ings in the present tense.

Still it follows all the same rules as the other verbs when

deriving its different forms. Both the i-stem and non i-stem
third conjugation verbs have the stem vowel short “-e-” -- that’s
wﬁy tﬁey’re both third corg’ugau’on verbs. But the “i-stem” third
confugation verbs insert an extra “-i-” in some }ofaces in their
conjugation. These places are really quite easy to remember, if
you know fourth conjugation verbs: a third conjugation “i-stem”

[92))
1

verb inserts an extra “i” everywhere a fourth conjugation verb
has an “-i-". In fact, you might want to think of a third
conj’ugau’on “{-stem” verb as a faiﬁecf fourtﬁ conjugau’on verb --
as a verb which “wants” to be fourtﬁ. Here’s the aficdonary
entry form many 3rd conj’ugaﬁon i-stem verbs. Notice the extra
“-1-” in the first entry, and the short “-e-” of the infinitive

in the second:

ca}oio, -ere
m]aio, -ere
cu}oio, -ere
facio, -ere

fugio, -ere

Let’s have a closer look at all this. Write out the present
tense of the fo[fowing verbs. Remember, a third i-stem verb has
an extra “-i-” every where there’s an “-i-” in the fourtﬁ

conjugation.



THIRD (non i-stem) FOURTH THIRD i-STEM
mitto, -ere venio, -ire ca}oio, -ere

1st

ond

3rd

1st

ond

3rd

As you can see, the fourtﬁ and third i-stem verbs look identical.
But there is a difference. Go back and put in the long marks
over the stem vowel long “-i-” of “venio”. The “-i-” is long in
the second person singular and plural, and in the first person
Ja[umf Now compare the forms of “venio” with those of “ca}oio”
-- you can see the diﬁ%rences. The “-i-” of a foun‘ﬁ

conjugation verb is [ong Ey nature and “wants” to stay fong
wherever it can. The stem vowel of a third conjugation verb is
short “-e-” which turns into short “-i-” or “-u-". But it will
never become long “-i-” regardless of what ending is added to it.
Now, the difference between a short and long vowel may seem
rather subtle to us, but look again. In Latin Jaronunciation, the

accent of a word falls on to the second to the last sy(lable if
the vowel in the syllable is long. 1f it is short, then the
accent goes back to the third to the last syllable. So, what’s



the difference in the way these forms would have been pronounced?

capemus is pronounced CAH peh muhs
audimus s yronouncec[ owh DEE muhs
Simifar[y
capetis is }n’onouncecf CAH Joeﬁ tis
auditis is pronounced owh DEE tis

So the difference for a Roman between these verbs in some the

forms would have been cluite sh’iﬁing.

What about the ﬁ/.ture tense of the third conjugation i-stem
verbs? They look just [ike the fourth conjugation verbs: stem(i)

+ “a/e” + personal endings.

THIRD (non i-stem) FOURTH THIRD i-STEM
mitto, -ere venio, -ire capio, -ere
1st
ond
3rd
1st
ond

3rd




Now let’s consider the imperative mood. ‘In this case, there
is no cﬁﬁ(erence at all between the third i-stem verbs and the
third non i-stems. And wﬁy should there be? ‘Tﬁey both have the

same stem vowel: short “-¢-".

THIRD (non i-stem) FOURTH THIRD i-STEM
mitto, -ere venio, -ire cajm'o, -ere
SINGULAR  __________
PLURAL
VOCABULARY PUZZLES

You must be more alert now when you’re [ooéing in the c[icu’onary
for a form. The third i-stem verbs and fourtﬁ conjugan’on verbs
look the same in the ﬁrst person singu[m’. You mustn’t decide

-- even unconsciously -- which conjugation a verb is before

yowve checked with the second entry. The second entry, as you
know, tells you the stem vowel -- and the stem vowel tells you

the conj’ugat{on. fPay attention.

-ﬁcio, -ci}aio The short “-a-” cf the verbs ‘facio” and
“capio” change (or “grade”) to short “-i-” in
compound forms of the verb -- i.e., when a
prefix is attached. Tt will save you a lot
of time 1f you learn to recognize the root
“facio” in the verbs “}mficio”, “conficio”,
“int‘egﬁcia”, etc. instead of ﬁaving to treat
every derived form as an entirely new

vocaﬁu[ary item.
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