CHAPTER 16
“?lcgectives cf the Third Declension”

Wheelock assures you that there isn’t much new material to learn in
this chapter, and in a way he’s right. You know what adjectives

are, and you know the case endings of the third declension. In

this cﬁa}oter, you going to see that a class of acﬁech’ves uses the
third declension endings to form the different numbers, genders,
and cases. Even tﬁougﬁ these ac_fjectives use the third declension
endings, they may modify nouns of all the declension; i.e., third
declension adjectives are not restricted to modifying only third
declension nouns. But that’s nothing conceptually new: you've seen
acﬁectives of the ﬁrst and second declensions mocﬁﬂing nouns of

the third declension. So, as you can see, Wheelock is rigﬁt to say
that this cﬁa}ot‘er doesn’t rea[fy conﬁont you will a mass qf new

material to memorize.

On the other hand, people tend to confuse things which are
similar more ofmn than tﬁings which are quite distinct ﬂom one
another. Third declension aagecn’ves work [ike aaﬁecn’ves of the
ﬁrst and second declensions, but there are some important
differences which you must keep straight. Additionally, the
endings used by these adjectives are almost identical to the
endings which nouns of the third declension use, but only almost.
T'm trying to warn you that this isn’t going to be an easy cﬁa]amd
You're going to have grip the book fu’m[y and Eeey a sﬁmjaenecf
pencif nearﬁy. Let’s start.



ADJECTIVES

First let’s take stock of what you know. You know that adjectives
are words which mooﬁﬂ nouns, and that tﬁey “agree” in number,
gencﬁzr, and case with tﬁey are mod’ifying. To agree with nouns,
which may be in all the }90551’5&2 cases, numbers and gendkrs,
adjectives must be able to decline. The adjectives yow’re familiar
with decline in the first and second declensions: they use first
declension case endings to modify nouns which are feminine, second
declension endings to modify nouns which are masculine and neuter.

The c[icn’onary entry for such acﬁ’ecu’ves look [ike this:

magnus, -a, -um miser, -a, -um
bonus, -a, -um pulcher, -chra, -chrum
bellus, -a, -um noster, -tra, -trum

Tﬁings to notice are:

(1) adjectives have no inherent gender fixed in the stem, so
the dictionary doesn’t [ist a gender for adjectives;

(2) sometimes the true stem of the adjective is not identical
with the masculine, nominative singufar, S0 You must scan
the other [istings for stem cﬁanges (e.g. the “-e-” of
“pulcher” and “noster” is not a part of the true stem);

(3) first and second adjectives can modify nouns of any of
the other declensions, not just those of the first and

second declensions.

ADJECTIVES OF THE THIRD DECLENSION

The name §]oea€5 for itseg[. Some a@'ecu’ves get their case encfings



ﬁom the third declension. So you have two tﬁings to consider:

(1) what are the case endings;

(2) how does the cficu’onary c[isu'nguisﬁ between a third
declension aagecn’ve from one of the ﬁrst and second
declension: i.e., how can you tell where the acfjective is
going to get its case endings simply by looking at the

cficu’onary entries.

Let’s take up the ﬁrst yoint Ey reviewing the third declension
enafings for nouns. Decline the fo[[owing third declension nouns,
and don’t forget to check whether the nouns are i-stems: “homo,
-inis (m)”; “tempus, -oris (n)”; “virtus, -tutis (f)”; “mare, -ris

(n)”. (1 yow're unsure of the third declension endings, you should
stop right now and review them.)

man time virtue sea

Gen.

Dat.

Acc.

Apl.

Gen.




Dat.

“Acc.

Abl.

Here are the tﬁings to remember about the third declension case
encfings:

(1) the third declension encfings are divided into two groups:
the non-i-stem endings and the i-stem endings;

(2) the nominative singular has many different appearances;

(3) basically the case endings are the same for non-i-stem
nouns of all three genders. The apparent exception is
with the neuter nouns, where the neuter nouns are
fo[fowing their own }Jecu[iar set of laws: nominative and
accusative cases are always the same, and the nominative
(hence accusative also) plural ending is short “-a”

(4) With i-stem nouns, however, the endings used by masculine
and feminine nouns are slightly different from those used

By neuter nouns.

So what end’ings does a third declension adj’ecn’ves use? An
adjective is going to have to able to modify nouns of all three
genders, so a third declension adjective will have to be able to
masculine, feminine, and neuter. To do this, a third declension
acﬁecﬂ've uses the pattern of the i-stem encfings, with one ﬁntﬁer
reﬁnement: the ablative singufar of the masculine and feminine is
[ong “{” not short “-¢”. Cover up the two columns of emfings on
the right and try to write down the endings third declension

a@’ecu’\/es are going to use. Check your work against the answers



given in the two right columns.
CASE ENDINGS FOR THIRD DECLENSION ADJECTIVES

MASC/FEM.  NEUTER MASC./FEM. NEUTER

Gen. -1s -1s
Dat. - i
Acc. em e
Abl. - -1
N/V. -es -ia
Gen. -fum -itum
Dat. -ibus -ibus
Acc. -es -ia
Abl. -ibus -ibus

So these are the variable case encﬁ’ngs which are going to be
attached to the stem of third declension aaﬁecti\/es. The encfings
are almost identical to those of the third declension nouns; so, as
Wheelock puts it, there’s nothing much new to be learned.



STEMS OF THIRD DECLENSION ADJECTIVES

So yow've seen that adjectives of the third declension follow the
ana[ogy of ﬁrst and second declension acﬁecﬂ'\/es: stem + case
endings. And youve studied their case endings. Now let’s look at
the stems of these adjectives and see how they’re going to be

listed in the dictionary.

First, here’s a last look at a good old fashioned adjective of
the first and second declensions:

bellus, -a, -um

vester, -tra, -trum

The entry tells you (1) which case endings the adjective uses for

the different genders, cases, and numbers, and (2) whether the stem
is the not what it appears to be in the masculine nominative
singu[ar. Remember that an ac[jective [isting in the cﬁcﬁonary

does not start to decline the adjective, as it does for a noun.

Instead it gives you the nominative forms, from which you deduce
the declension and any stem changes. These are the things an entry
for any adj’ecﬁ\/e must tell you. So how does this work with third

declension adj’ecti\/es?

But before 1 show you that -- do you get the feeling Tm
trying to put this off -- let me give you some good news. There
are only two kind of adjectives in the Latin language: those of the
first and second declensions, and those of the third. There are no
other }Jossiﬁiﬁties. Fither an aagective uses the “-us (-er), -a,
-um” end’ings or those cf the third declension. So ff you see an
adjective in the dictionary and the adjective is not of the first

and second declensions, then it must be a third declension



ac_fjective. There are no ac{jecu’ves cf the four’rﬁ and ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ
declensions. That’s the good news.

Now the bad news. There are three different types of
acﬁecﬁ'ves of the third declension, but the aﬁﬁcerence is on[y in
the nominative singufar. All three a(ﬁecﬁva( types of the third
declension use the case endings you studied above for all the case
except the nominative singular. We need to focus now on the
nominative singulars of these three types of adjectives. The
different class are:

(1) aaﬁecu’ves of two terminations
(2) adjectives of one termination

() aafjecu’ves of three terminations

The cﬁsﬁnguisﬁing feature among these declensions is how many
aﬁﬁ%rent emfings are ]oossiﬁﬁe in the nominative singufar T ype
(1) acfjecu’ves have one encfing in the nominative singufar for the
masculine and feminine genders, and one ending for the neuter
gender; that makes two endings, hence “adjective of two
terminations”. Type (2) has only one ending in the nominative
singu[ar for all three genc[ers: hence “acﬁecu’ve of one

termination”. Tina[[y, oﬁw’ousfy, type (3) has one emfing in the
nominative singu[ar for the masculine genc[er, one for the feminine,
and another for the neuter; that makes endings, hence “adjective of
three terminations”. Now, before we zero in on these different
types, let me repeat: after the nominative singular, these
cﬁﬁrences among the three types of acﬁecu’\/es cﬁsayyear enu're[y.

All three types use the normal case emfings you’re afreacfy goocf
fn’ends with.



ADJECTIVES OF TWO TERMINATIONS

Now, unlike nouns, an entry for an adjective (normally) fists only
the nominative case. You know this: in “magnus, -a, -um” the “-us,
-a, -um” emfings are on[y the nominatives. Q\ﬂmns, you remember,
(ist the geniﬁve singu[ar emfing aﬁw the nominative, and that’s
for a good reason. You have to be told (1) what a noun’s
declension is, and (2) whether there is a stem change. For nouns,
because they can’t change gender, the next possible form after the
nominative singu[m is the geniu’ve singu[ar. So, in gﬁ%zct, the
aﬁcn’onary must start aﬁec(ining the noun for You 5o that you can
get the informau’on you need. But ac{jecu’ves, because tﬁey can
have different genders, need not be “declined” for you. You can

get all the information you need about stem changes and case
endings by simply looking at the noun in a gender different form
the ﬁrst gencfer -- the masculine. The entry, tﬁerefore, of

acﬁecﬁ'ves ty}oica[fy does not include the genin’ve singufar; it
instead moves across the gerwfers in the nominative case. So what

does this mean for our third declension acfjectives?

Al adjectives of two terminations look [ike this: “stemis,
-e”. f.gg‘

omnis, -e “all; each, every”
fortis, -e “strong”
dulcis, -e “sweet”
difficilis, -e  “difficult”
ifficilis,
brevis, -e “short [in time]; swifr”

Now think. 1 told you that acfjectives ty}aicaﬁy will move across

the genders in the nominative case, and here you have only two

different forms indicated. This means that two of the genders will



ave identical forms in the nominative. For adfectives lis ike
have identical in th ative. For adjectives listed [tk
is, the “-is” ending is used both for the masculine and feminine
this, the “-is” ending d both for th [i d
genders; the “-¢” is used for the neuter in the nominative
singu[cm And, as You can see, the stem does not cﬁange’ It’s
evident in the nominative singu[ar of the masculine and feminine

gend’ers. You just cfrop cﬁ the “-is”. Decline the fo[fowing

exyressions:

every Eoy every gir[ every  war




ADJECTIVES OF ONE TERMINATION

These adjectives have only one form in the nominative singular for
all three gencﬁers’ This creates an interestmg Joroﬁﬁam. What will
its cfictionary entry look [ike? Most adj’ecu’ves, remember, sim]o[y
move across the nominative entries. But an ac_[jective of on[y one
termination in the nominative singular has only one form in the
nominative singular. It must give you the information you need
about it -- stem changes and declension -- by beginning its
declension. Just [ike a noun, the second entry for an acﬁecu've cf
one termination is the geniu've singu[ar. You 6[1’0]9 oﬁc the
genitive singufar enafing “is” to ﬁm{ the stem.

Now wait a minute. 1f an adjective of one termination is
[isted in the dictionary just like a noun, with the genitive
singular as its second entry, how do you know whether the entry
you’re fooﬁing at is w[ﬁ’ng you the word is a noun or an

aa[jective. Look:

potens, -ntis  “powerful”
dens, dentis (m) “tooth”

Here you see the nominative singufar entry “}oowns” fo[fowecf Ey the
gem’tive singufar “}aownt{s”. The stem of the word is “Joownt-”,

but a noun of the third declension is [ist just [ike this. Look at

the word for tooth. How do you know, even before you see the
translation, that “potens” is an adjective and not a noun? Right!
“Potens” has no gencﬁer (isted; the noun “dens” does. ‘The form
“potens” can be masculine, feminme, or neuter. ‘It’s an aagecn’ve

cf one termination. Except in the nominative singufar, ac{jecu’ves
of one termination operate just like all the other adjectives of

the third declension; they all use the same case endings and obey



the same laws. HINT: don’t forget the laws of the neuter! Decline
the following:

j)OWéZ?ﬁ[ H)Ofﬁ JOOW@TJQL[ money JOOWQW[ }9[6”’1

ADJECTIVES OF THREE TERMINATIONS

As the name tells you, these are third declension acfjecn’ves which
have three nominative singular endings, one ending for each gender.

But there is an added twist. These aagecu'ves end in “-er” in the



masculine singular, and you know what that means. It means that
the “-e-” of the “-er” might not be part of the true stem.

Remember this problem with first and second declension adjectives
[ike “miser, -a, -um” and “noster, -tra, trum”? Look at these two

entries for third declension acﬁecti\/es of three terminations:

celer, celeris, celere “swift”

acer, acris, acre “keen; fierce”

Do you see what the d’ictionary is wm’ng you? The ﬁrst ﬁsﬁng
is the masculine nominative singufar The second is the feminine
nominative singufar, and it’s here you need to look for stem
changes. As you can see the stem of “celer” is “celer-"; the stem
of “acer”, however, is “acr-". So in all its forms except the
masculine, nominative singular, the root of “acer” to which the
case encﬁngs will be added is “acr-". The ﬁna[ entry is the
neuter nominative singu[ar. ‘J\fow, don’t forget, the on[y Jaface
where these adjectives have different forms for the three genders
is right here, in the nominative singular. After the nominative
singular, these adjectives use the normal endings of third
declension adjectives. Decline the following.

Sle:f afeatﬁ Eeen memory fierce war




DRILLS

The third declension aag’ecn’ves can ofren ﬁe(p you out of some
problems. As yow'll see once you start reading is that one of the
main difficulties with Latin is that it has too few discrete case
endings, not too many. The case endings overlap in so many places
that it’s often difficult to tell what case a noun is in. Having

yet another set of endings helps you identify the case of the nouns
of nouns these aaﬁecﬂ've are moc@@ing. For exam]a[e, look at the
fm’m “sa}oienu'ae”. What case is “sayiendae”? Well, it could be

(1) genitive singular, (2) dative singular, or (3) nominative

plural. The “-ae” ending in the first declension is used for three
different cases. But suppose you see a third declension adjective
next to it with an enc[ing “_es”. The “-es” encﬁng in the third
declension can on[y be nominative or accusative y[um[. “X”es must
be agreeing with “sa}oienu’ae”, S0 “sapientiae” must be nominative
plural since that’s the only number, gender, and case the two words

have in common. What you've done is this:



The noun “sapientiae” can be

geniu’ve singu[ar
dative singular
o)

nominative p[um[

The a@’ec’a’\/e “X"es must agree with “sapientiae” and its form can

be

nominative jo[um[

accusative p[um(

Therefore “X’es sapientiae” must be nominative plural, since it is
the on[y case and number where the case emfings of the noun and

acﬁecﬂ've over[a}o.
Write out the possible number(s) and case(s) of the following nouns
and adjectives. Don’t worry about the translations for now, just
focus on the endings.

Number(s) (jenaﬁer Case(s)

1. omnium puerorum

2. celerem }Juelfam

3. Jaotenu' regi

4. powndﬁus viris

5. fortes feminae




6. fom's feminae

7. fom’ feminae

8. acres mortes

9. acri memoria

10. acri bello

VOCABULARY PUZZLES

adiuvo Despite its appearance, the verb is not a reqular
P Pp )
ﬁrst corg’ugau’on. Look careﬁdfy at its
}Jrincijoa[ parts: “adiuvo, -are, -iuvi, -iutus”,
(The “ad-" }mzﬁx on[y adds a [ittle extra
emphasis, as with the difference in English
between “to help” and “to help out”.)

quam This adverb is used to emjoﬁasize an acﬁecﬁve. Tt
doesn’t mean “how” as in “in what way”. It’s used
to moaﬁ”@ ad’jectives and means “how” as in “How

sweet it is!” or “How tall that young man is!”
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