CHAPTER 12

“Terfect Sysrem Active of All Verbs; ‘Pm’nci}oa[ Parts”

VERBS: PRINCIPAL PARTS

Let’s yretvncf you’re native French spealéers [earm’ng fng[isﬁ and
you want to look up the Engﬁsﬁ equi\/aﬁmt cf the French verbs

“voir”, “avoir”, “}arenafre”, and “reganfer”. Turn to your

French-English dictionary and you find this:

voir:  “to see”, pret. “saw”, pt. “seen”

avoir:  “to have”, pret. “had”, pt. “had”
}orena[re: “to take”, pret. “took”, PpE. “taken”
regan{er: “to look”

What's all this about? Why are there three entries for the first
three verbs? Wouldn’t it have been enough for the dictionary
J’ust to have listed the inﬁniu've “to see” for “Voir”, “to have”

for “avoir”, etc.? Of course not; and wﬁy not? Consider our
verb “to see”? What tenses cf the verb are formecf from the stem
indicated in the infinitive “to see?” Let’s [ist a few.

Present Sim}ofe: “7 see”
Present fProgressi\/e: “l am seeing”
Present ﬂim}oﬁau’cz “7 do see”
‘Jm]oema've: “See”
Future Sim}o(e: “7 will see”

Future Progressive: “7 will be seeing”



memfect “1 was seeing”

Present Conditional: “l may see”

You can see that 1f you know a few basic tricks, you can use the
infinin’ve form “to see” as the basis for several tenses and

moods in ﬁEng(isﬁ. “T0 see” prow'z{es the raw material. But there
are tenses English uses that are not formed from the infinitive

“to see”. How about the preterit (the simple past tense)? Can
you form the simple past from “to see”? No, English uses another
form of the verb to form this tense, and unless you know what
that form is, you can’t use the verb “to see” in the pretem’t

tense. Therefore, the dictionary must give you the form English
uses: “saw”. So the second entry in the dictionary for the

English verb “to see” is the preterit form. Look at the second
entries for “to have” and “to take”. Their preterits are “had”

and “took”. Do we get any other tenses from this form of the

verb? Q\fo, just one: the }n’ewm’t tense.

Look at the third entry, “seen”. For what tenses, voices
and moods does English use this form? A lot of them. Here are

some:

Present Passive: “T am seen”
Q’erfect Active: “7 have seen”
Pluperfect Active: “7 had seen”
Perfect Passive: “7 have been seen”
Future Perfect Active: “7 will have seen”
Future fPerfeCt Passive: “7 will have been seen”
Past Conditional: “1 migﬁt have seen”

With the three forms given in the dictionary, you have all the

raw material from which you can build every possible tense, mood,



voice and number of the verb “to see”. Therefore, to know an
English verb thoroughly, and to be able to use it in all its
jpossible applications, you must know all three of its basic
forms. Once you know them, you simply apply the rules for the
forman’on of the aﬁﬁ%rent tenses, voices, and moods. We call
these three forms the principal parts of the verb. English verbs
have three principal parts: the infinitive, the preterit, and the

Jperfect participle.

Fine, now look at the verb “to look”. Wﬁy aren’t there two
more Jam’nc[pa[ parts [isted aﬁ‘er the inﬁniﬁve? Well, what are
the next two jon'nci}oa[ Joarts? The verb goes: “to look”,

“looked”, and “looked”. As you can see, the second and third
principal parts are derivable from the first principal part: you
simply add “-ed” to the “look”. There are hundreds of verbs in
fng[isﬁ that work this way. Their second and third }Wincl’pa[
parts are simp(y the ﬁrst }om’ncg’pa[ part with the suﬁcix “ed”.
Verbs which operate [ike this are called “regu(ar” (or weak). CJf
a verb is reqular, you don’t need to be given the second and
third entries separately. That is, once you know the first
principal part, you know the next two, and thus have all the
basic material you need to form all the }aossiﬁﬁa tenses, moods
and voices of the verb. On the other hand, verbs whose pm’nci}mf
_parts are not reac[i(y derivable from the ﬁrst }am’nci}oa[ part are
called “irregular” (or strong) verbs.

So what have 1 convinced you of so far? All possible
tenses, voices and moods of an Engﬁsﬁ verb are reducible to
three d’lﬁferent ]om’nc[pa[ parts. Qf a verb is iwegufar
(strong), you must learn the pn’nci}oa( parts By memory, but 1f it

is regular (weak), you can easily derive the second two principal

parts ﬁom the first.



Tl go even further. The verb systems of all [anguages
operate this way. To work with the verb, to know it completely,
you must know its ’pm’ncz’pa[ parts. Then you have to know what to
do with them; you have to know the rules and the laws of the
grammar of the language. But first you have to have the basic
materials laid out in front of you, and that means knowing the
principal parts of the verb yow're working with.

LATIN VERBS: PRINCIPAL PARTS

Latin verbs have three principal parts (three different stems),
but by convention we say that they have four. Up to this
chapter, Tve been misleading you slightly by calling the basic
verb form of the present and future tenses the “stem”. That was
justifiable when, so far as you knew, there was only one stem for
verbs. But now you must realize that the word “stem” is no
longer [imited to just one possible part of the verb. The stem
with which you are so familiar is veally only the first principal
part. Let’s ook again at the first principal part.

What tenses do we get from the ﬁrst }om’nci}aa[ Jocm“? You
know two qf them a[reacfy. The ﬁrst Jorinci}oa[ part is the stem
from which Latin forms the present, future, and the imperfect
tenses (you haven't had the imperfect tense yet, except in the
verb “sum” and “possum”). And remember, you use the infinitive
-- the second ’pm’nci}oa[ part -- to tell you what the stem of the
ﬁrst }Jrinci]oa[ part is. Here are the formufae for the present
and ﬁnure tenses.

PRESENT: first }om’nci}aaf part + no tense sign+



personaf encﬁngs
FUTURE: ﬁrst }om’nci}aa[ part + tense sign+persona(
encfings

Take a cou]a[e of minutes to review these forms. Write out the
present and ﬁnure tenses, and then the imperative mood, of the
paradigms of the four conjugations (including the third i-stem
verb):
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laudo, -are moneo, -ere duco, -ere capio, -ere audio, -ire

PRESENT TENSE

FUTURE TENSE




IMPERATIVES

This, then, is the big picture of the sum total of your
knowledge of Latin verbs. All the tenses and moods you know are
based on the first principal part of the verb -- the first entry
you see in the c[icn'onary. As 7 said Before, there is one other
tense based on this stem, the im}omfect, and you’[f be getting it
soon enough. For reasons which you needn’t worry about vet, we
call all the tenses derived from the first principal part of the
verb the tenses of the “present system”. So we say that the
first principal part is the root of the present system of the

Latin verbs. Now on to some new w"rm’tvry.

THE PERFECT SYSTEM OF LATIN VERBS



As you saw, English verbs have three roots from which different
voices, moods and tenses are derived. A Latin verb uses its

first principal part to form the present system: the present,
future, and imjaerfect tenses. And this would have suited the
‘Romans just ﬁne, 1f their [anguage had had on[y three tenses,
but it has six (one less than fEng[isﬁ). We divide the tenses

into two major systems: the present system (which you know), and
the perfect system (which you are about to learn). The perfect
system uses the remaining two principal parts -- the third and
the foun‘ﬁ -- as its base. For this cﬁa}ater, we're going to be
concerned on[y with the tenses formea[ oﬁc the third }m’nciya[
part.

1. The perfect system is composed of three tenses: the perfect;
the pluperfect, and the future perfect.

A. The }Jevfect tense is used in Latin just as we use our
preterit and our yerfect tenses: “1 saw” or “1 have
seen”.

B.  The pluperfect tense is used to talk about an action
which has taken place before another action in the
past. In fngﬁsﬁ, we use the Jaretem’t of the auxi[iary
verb “to have” with the past pam’cip[e (the third
yrinci}m[ }mrt) of the verb: “1 had seen”. £y,
“Before you came to the door, 1 had already seen your
face through the window.”

C.  The future perfect tense is used to talk about an
action which will have taken Joface Eefore another event
in the ﬁAture. n Engﬁsﬁ we use the ﬁmM’e of the
auxi[iary verb “to have” with the past pam’czjo[e cf

the verb: “1 will have seen”.



The perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect tenses in the
active voice only are formed from the third principal part. The
Jperfect system passive, as you will see in a few chapters, uses
the foun‘ﬁ ]am’na;pa[ _part, not the third. Let’s look ﬁrst at
the }mfect tense active.

The perfect tense is formed exactly according to the formula
for the formation of the tenses you already know. 1t’s made up
of personal endings which are then added to a stem. The
differences are (1) that the perfect tense uses the third
Jan’nci}aa[ part in Jaface cf the ﬁrst and (2) that the }Jerfect
tense uses a different set of personal endings. The personal

encfings the joerfect tense uses are:

st -1 |
ond  -isti you
3rd -t he, she, it

1st  -imus we
ond  -istis you
3rd  -erunt  they

You can see how some of these endings resemble the endings used
in the present system, but tﬁey all must be memorized as entire[y
discrete items. They’re actually very handy. For example, if
you see a conjugated verb which ends in “-isti”, “istis”, or “-
erunt”, youw'll know right away that you've got a perfect tense
and that the stem which the encﬁ’ng is attached to is the third,

not the ﬁrst, }n’inci}aa[ part.

Okay, so where are we now? To form the perfect tense, Latin
uses these }mj:ect }oersonaf enafings and puts them onto the third



principal part of the verb. So let’s have a look third principal
jparts of verbs.

This may sound like small consolation, but in the Joe1fect
system, the distinctions between the cﬁﬁcerent conjugan’ons melt
away. You undoubtedly remember all the differences between the
conjugations in the present system: each conjugation has a
different stem vowel and, what's even worse, the first and second
conjugations form their futures entirely differently from the
third and foun‘ﬁ conj’ugau’ons. But in the Jaerfect system, once
you get to the verb’s third and foun‘ﬁ Jam’nc[paf parts, you
needn’t worry any longer whether the verb is a first, second,
third, third-i, or fourth conjugation. The fourth conjugation
will not form, say, its future perfect differently from the first
or second conjugations. Al the conjugations obey exactly the
same rules in the yeg%ct system. But getting to the third
}m’nci})a[ part is the ﬁrst tﬁing you’ve got to think about.

THE FIRST CONJUGATION

Remember the verb “to look” in fng[isﬁ? “To look” is a regu[ar
verb in fng[isﬁ, which means that its second and third }orincijoa[
parts are formec[ Ey aafding “ed” to the ﬁrst princi}aa( part: “to
look”, “looked”, and “looked”. Because it’s reqular, the French
dictionary didn’t [ist the second and third principal parts
separately. Anybody with any business looking up English verbs
in the first place should at least know how regular verbs work.

It’s on[y when the second and third Jon’nci}oa[ parts aren’t
regularly formed that they need to be listed. The first
conjugation in Latin forms its principal parts by predictable and
regular modification of the first principal part. Like this:
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laudo laudare laudavi

Let’s go sfow[y. First (ﬁ the c{icn’onary [ists the ﬁrst
principal part in the first person singular. (There is a good
reason for this, as yow'(l see next semester.) So you see
“laudo” instead of “lauda-". To see the stem vowel, and hence to
see the corg’ugation, you must look to the second Jarinci}m[ part,
where the stem vowel is revealed Ey c[rqp}oing oﬁc the inﬁniu’ve
enoﬁng “re”. In the same way, the third yrinci}aa[ is listed in
the dictionary in the first person singular perfect tense; that
is, with the “-i” of the first person singular. To see the stem,
you must drop of the “i”. So the true stem of the third
Jan’ncijaa[ part is “laudav-". As you can see ﬁom this exam}aﬁe,
the third }om’nci}oa[ part cf the verb “laudo” s Just the stem of
the ﬁrst ]orincijoa[ part -- “lauda-" }o[us “v" And all first
conjugation verbs form the third principal part in just this way.
First conjugation verbs are therefore “reqular” in the system of
principal parts. If you recognize a verb is first conjugation
from its first two aficﬁonary entries, you now can derive the
third ym’nc[pa[ _part on your own without ﬁaw’ng to be given it Ey
the cﬁcﬁonary. Write out the second and third yrincijoa[ parts
of some of the first conjugation verbs you already know:
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amo

cogito



tolero

SH}O@TO

As you can see, there’s rea[[y notﬁing to this. Once you know
that a verb is ﬁrst conjugation, you can easi(y derive its
principal parts. For this reason, a dictionary need tell you
only a verb is first conjugation, and from there yow(l be able
to derive the other parts on your own. 1t’s the same as with
reqular English verbs. Given the first part, you know the other
two garovidéaf that you remember your gmmmar.’). A Latin
d’icu’onary tells you that a verb is ﬁrst conjugation Ey simpfy
putting a (1) (or (7)) directly after the first entry. For
example, “certo (1)”. This tells the verb is first conjugation,
and with that knowledge alone you know the rest of the principal

parts: “certare, certavi”.

Now let’s put the third }orinci}oa[ part to work. And
remember, these are the rules which will govern the use of the
third principal parts of all the conjugations, first through
fourth. “Use the first conjugation verb “laudo (1)” as your
paradigm.

PERFECT TENSE

Remember that to form the yevfect tense of a verb you use the
stem of the third Jom’ncz’pa[ part (what’s (efr cfnzr you c[rqp the

[(SFed

-1 ) to Wﬁl’Cﬁ you acfcftﬁe})e@ct})ersonafencfings.

3RDPP. + PERS.END. = CONJUGATED FORM



ond + =
3rd + o =
st o =
ond + =
3rd o =
PLUPERFECT TENSE

Another tense of the perfect system of tenses (tenses which use
the third and fourth principal parts of the verb) is the

pluperfect tense. To form the pluperfect tense, you use the
imjgerfect tense of the verb “sum” for the yersona[ enc[ings which
then attach to the third }Jrincijaaf part.

3RDPP. + PERS.END. = CONJUGATED FORM




ond + -
3rd + =
FUTURE PERFECT TENSE

The future perfect uses the future of the verb “sum” as the
personal endings (with the exception of the third person plural

where it is “-erint” instead of the normal ﬁiture form “_erunt”,

3RDP.P. + PERS.END. = CONJUGATED FORM
st + =
and + -
3rd o =
st + =
2nd + =




Simple. And fairly logical, too. The third principal part
already contains within it the notion of past tense. To make it
even more past, you add the inflected forms of the imperfect of
the verb “sum” as the yersona[ encfings‘ Thus the name: “plu”
(more) “Jaegcect” (com})ﬁeted). For the ﬁtture }Jerfect, you throw
the idea cf a compﬂawd’ action into the future Ey aafd’ing the
inflected forms of the future of the verb “sum” as the personal
endings. The exception in the third person plural is actually
fairly easy to account for. You remember the future third person
Jo[um( of “sum” is “erunt”. But 1f Latin had used this form, and
not “erint”, the third person Ja[umf ﬁiture }mfect would have
been dangerously close to the third person plural perfect:

“laudaverunt”.

Now you have it. You know all the rules for forming the
entire Jan(eCt system active of any Latin verb. Once you know
the third Jan’nci})a[ part, you sim})[y a}opfy these formu[ae and
away you go. Let’s trudge on now to the second conjugation
verbs. There’s a lot of reqularity there too as far as the
formation of the third principal part goes. But the ugly specter
of irreqularity (and hence the need for rote memorization) starts

cree}aing in.

THE SECOND CONJUGATION

Many, very many, second conjugation verbs form their third
Jam’nci}oa( part regu[ar[y oﬁ( the ﬁrst ]arinci]oa[ part. Like
this:
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moneo momnere monuti

doceo docere docui
timeo timere tHmui
terreo terrere terrui

le we look into this more c(ose[y, we can see that the third
principal of these verbs is formed simply by adding “-v-” to the
stem of the first principal part, just as it’s done for first
conjugation verbs. But when the “v-” of the third principal
_part comes up against the “-e-” of the stem of a second
conjugan’on verb, the result is one, sofimry ““u-". So for ther
verb “moneo”, the third princijoa[ is “monevi” which becomes
“monui”. So also with many second conjugation verbs. The third

principal part is formed reqularly.

Now, as 1 said, many second corg’ugau’on verbs form their
Jam’ncg’pa[ parts J’ust this way, and 1f you remember this, you
won’t be confronwcf with such a afaunﬁng [ist of forms to
memorize. There is some order to it. But there are enough verbs
differing from this regular pattern that you can’t take for
granted that you can deduce the principals parts from the first
for every second corg’ugau’on verb. The cﬁcﬁonary can’t simy[y
put a (2) next to the first entry and leave it up to you to
derive the rest qf the parts. The cﬁ’cu'onary must give you the
Jparts as separate entries. Here are the second conjugation verbs
yowve had so far. You can see that the rules work fairly well,

but there are deviations.
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debeo debere debui

doceo docere docui



habeo habere habui

valeo valere valui
video videre vidi
remaneo remanere remansi

Let’s consolidate our ground’ now By c{oing a few exercises.

Produce the following forms, and try to do it from memory at
first.

Tﬁey will have had.

=

2. 1 had seen.

3. You (pl.) remained.

4. We will have called.

5. She will be strong.

6. You (s.) have tolerated.

7. Tﬁey had taugﬁt

8. You (}of) had had.

9. We have loved.

10. ﬂﬁey tﬁougﬁt

THE THIRD CONJUGATION (including the i-stems)



Now you have to batten down the hatches; all hell is about to
break loose. ‘The third conjugation is where irreqularity is the
norm. You must simply learn the principal parts of third
conj’ugau’on verbs oum’gﬁt, but, as 1 will try to show you,

reason isn’t compﬁzw@ banished from the third conjugation. Our
minds can geta toe-hold in here, too, and im}aose some order.
Some classifiable things happen to third conjugation verbs as

they form their principal parts.

A Rec[u})[icau’on of Initial Consonant

Oﬁ?n the third }om’ncipa[ part cf a third conjugation will
begin by doubling the initial consonant of the first
principal part and putting an “-e-” or “-i-” in between the
two of them:

pe[fo Jae[fere pe}ou[i
disco discere didici
do dare dedi

B. The Roristic (or Sigmatic) Perfect

Q\/lany verbs add an “-s-” to the end of the first })rincijoa[
part to }oroafuce the third pm’nci}oa[ part. Oﬁ?n the “-s-”
is hidden in an “-x-" or another consonant which comes about

from the collision between the “-s-” and the consonant at
the end @( the verb.

mitto mittere misi
dico dicere dixi
scribo scribere scripsi

Vivo vivere vixi



C. Cﬁange in the Medial Vowel and Loss qf Stem Nasal

Very oﬁ-en a vowel in the ﬁrst }om’nci]aa[ part which is near
the end of the verb will cﬁange in the third }Wincijoa[ part:
it will [engtﬁen from a short to a [ong vowel; or it will
grade, often from an original “-a-” to a long “-e-".

Nasals, ““m-" or “n-", in the first principal part may also
be dropped in the third principal part.

ago agere egi

facio facere feci
io ere 1

fug fug fug

vinco vincere vict

By now you must be womﬁm’ng wﬁy Tm trouﬁfing you will all
these patterns. Isn’t it enough to have to memorize the
principal parts without being burdened with all this? Well, yes,
you are going to have to memorize the principal parts of the
verbs youw’re given in the vocabulary, that’s true. But, there
are more words out there in Latin than you can easi[y memorize
Eefore you Begin to read Latin. For much of your reaafing, you’re
going to have to rely not on pre-memorized vocabulary items, but
on your powers of deduction. Suppose you see this form in your

text: “rece}oemnt”.

Okay, you recogm’ze the “-erant” enc[ing as the third person
Ja[umf y[ujoeq(ect From this realization you can make another
deduction. C{f you’re in the }961fect system, then the “-erant”
was attached to the third principal part of the verb, and you
know that the first entry in a dictionary is the first principal



Jpart, not the third. This could be a problem. Can you look up
“been” in the dictionary in English? No, of course not. That’s
because “been” is a principal part of “to be” and it'll be listed
under “to be”.  So how are you going to look up “recep-"?
You'll never fincf it just [ike that in a c[ictionary. You must
recreate the ﬁrst princi}oa[ part of the verb to look it up.

What are you going to do?

Think a little. What else can you deduce about this verb?
For one, it’s not a first corg’ugation verb. Tﬁey all look [ike
“av-"in the third yrinci}oa[ part. So you won’t finaf it under
“rece}oo, -are”. 1t could be a second conjugation verb, even
though most of those have third principal parts ending in “-u-":
[ike “habui” and “docui” from “habeo” and “doceo”. Stll, it
might be worth a shot; so you look up “recepeo”, expecting to see
“recgaere” and “rece}ai” [isted as its }Winci}oa[ parts aﬁw it.
(Don’t forget, what you’re [ooﬁing for is a verb whose third

princi}aa[ part is “recqoi”.) But there is no “rece}aeo, -ere,
-cepi”. ‘Then in bitter frustration you forget my stern warning
not to go browsing in the dictionary, and you look at all the
entries beginning with “recep-" hoping to find that third
Jan’ncijoa[ part “recejoi”. But you fai[.

Now you start tﬁinﬁing to yourseﬁc. “Suppose this is a
third conjugation verb? Sometimes strange things happen to
verbs as they go from the first to the third principal part. Is
there any evidence of reduplication? No. Any hidden -s- sound
at the end that tﬁrowing cﬁ my search? No. Whats ﬁeﬁ? Grote
once said sometﬁing about the medial vowel cﬁanging, so Al try
that. 1 look up r-e-c-?-p-. Because that -e- could have been
something else in the first principal part, (1 stay flexible on
it: the verb could be recap- or recip-.”



Leave yourseﬁf some intelfigentfy l[imited ffexiﬁi[ﬁy, Now
you find it, “recipio, -ere, -cepi”. You see, this works
sometimes. ‘That’s wﬁy 7 showed you the major Joatterns of

variations.

FOURTH CONJUGATION

The formau’on of the third and fom’tﬁ Jon’ncg’pa[ parts of a fourtﬁ

conjugan’on verb is quite stmigﬁt forwardf There are enougﬁ
irregular forms to warrant separate listing in the dictionary --
they aren’t all regular derivatives from the first principal part
as in the first conjugation -- but many verbs do have regular

princiya( parts. Here are a féw fourtﬁ conjugation verbs.

sentio sentire sensi

venio venire veni

invenio invenire inveni

audio audire audivi
MORE DRILLS

Try to memorize the third principal parts of the verbs in the

[ist Wheelock gives you on pages 55-6. Here they are again in a
[ittle more manageable form. Fill in the blanks using the
vocabulary [ist on pp. 56-7, but try to do as much from memory as
Jaossiﬁfe. Then you can use this list as a stuzfy sheet. Cover up

the Latin, and try write out the com}ofet‘e entry for each verb. A
complete entry now is all four principal parts. Yow'll have to

do it several times for these forms to stick, but these verbs are



absolutely essential for the rest of your study, and a [ittle

effort now will greatly simplify your work in the future. You

must know these words and form from English to Latin. (You don’t
have to memorize the fourtﬁ ’pm’ncgpa( parts yet. You should Just
know that they are out there.)
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to love

to think

to wander

to save

to overcome

to endure

to call

oug ﬁf

to teach

to have

to gi\/e

be strong




to see

to remain

to drive

to send

to write

to [ive

to feel

to come

to do

to conquer

to be

to be able

TRANSLATE INTO LATIN



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

“1 came, 1 saw, 1 conquered (don’t use supero (1))”.

7 will have Eegun.

She had taught.

‘Tﬁey [:L’Véldj

We had.

You (pl.) have written.

Tﬁey sent.

They have been.

We have found.

He had fled.

You couldn’t see us.

You (s.) had seen.

Crﬁey came.

She remained.




15. We felt.

VOCABULARY PUZZLES

deus, -i (m)  The short “-e-” of the stem causes the word some
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grief in the plural:

Nom. di (instead of dei)
Gen. deorum

Dat. dis (instead of deis)
Acc. deos

Abl. dis (instead of deis)



