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Third Declension Nouns 

The third of Latin's five declensions contains nouns of all three genders 
with a great variety of nominative singular endings, but all characterized by 
the genitive singular in -is; because of this variety of gender and nominative 
form, it is especially important to memorize the full vocabulary entry (which 
in the chapter vocabularies will include the complete, unabbreviated genitive 
form--abbreviations will be used only in the notes). The declension itself is 
a simple matter, following the same principles already learned for first and 
second declension nouns: find the base (by dropping the genitive singular 
_is') and add the endings. Because the vocative is always identical to the 
nominative (with the sole exception of second declension -us/-ius words), it 
will not appear in any subsequent paradigms. 

NOUNS OF THE THIRD DECLENSION 

rex, m. virtus, f homo, m. corpus, n. Case 
king merit man body Endings 

Base reg- virtut- homin- corpor- M.JF. N. 
Nom. rex (reg-s) viJ-His homo c6rpus 
Gen. reg-is virtu tis h6minis c6rporis 
Dat. reg-Y virtlltl h6minI carporT -\ -\ 
Ace. reg-em virtll telTI h6nlinenl c6rpus -em 
Abl. reg-e virtllte h6nline corpore -e -e 

1 As has been pointed out before, English derivatives can also be helpful in remem-
bering the base; e.g., iter, itineris, journey: itinerary; cor, cordis, heart: cordial; custos, 
custodis, glwrd: custodian. 
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Nom. reg-es virti'Ites homines corpora -es -a 
Gen. reg-um virtutum hCH11inul11 corpormTI -urn -urn 
Dill. reg-ibus virtutibus hominibus corporibus -ibus -ibus 
Ace. reg-es virtlltes homines corpora -es -a 
Abl. reg-ibus virtfltibus hominibus corporibus -ibus -ibus 

GENDER 
Rules have been devised to assist you in remembering the gender of the 

many third declension nouns, but, aside from the fact that those denoting 
human beings are masculine or feminine according to sense, the exceptions 
to most of the other rules are numerous.' The safest procedure is to learn 
the gender of each noun as you first encounter it. 3 

TRANSLATION 
In translating (as well as declining), take very careful note of the fact 

that a third declension noun may be modified by a first or second declension 
adjective; e.g., great king in Latin is magnus rex, magui regis, etc" true peace 
is vera pax, verae pacis, etc. While an adjective and noun must agree in num-
ber, gender, and case, the spelling of their endings will not necessarily be 
identical. 

Because some of the endings of third declension nouns are identical to 
the endings of different eases of nouns in other declensions (e.g., the dative 
singular -i is the same as the genitive singular and the masculine nominative 
plural in the second declension), it is absolutely essential when reading and 
translating not only to pay attention to word order and context but also to 
recognize a particular noun's declension. Again, meticulous study of the 
vocabulary is the key to success. 

2 However, the following rules have few or no exceptions: 
Masculine 

-oris; labor, -oris; arbor, tree, is a principal exception) 
-tor, -tikis (victor, -toris; scrilltor, -tOris, writer) 
Feminine (including a large group of abstract nouns) 
-tas, -tatis (veriHis, -tatis, truth; libertas, -tatis) 
-His, -totis ("irtos, -totis; senectos, -totis, old age) 
-tfido, -todinis (multitodo, -todinis; pulchl'itfido, -tlidinis) 
-tiO, -tionis (niitio, -tionis; oratio, -tiOnis) 
Neuter 
:usTcol'pus, corporis; tempus, tcmporis; genus, generis) 
-c, -ai, -ar (mare, maris, sea; animal, animiilis) 
-men (carmen, cal'minis; nomen, nominis) 
The gender of nouns following these rules will not be given in the notes. 

} A helpful device is to learn the proper form of some adjective like magnus, -a, -um, 
with each noun. This practice provides an easily remembered clue to the gender and is 
comparable to learning the definite article with nouns in Romance languages. For ex-
ample: magna vil'tlis, magnum corpus, magnus labor. 
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VOCABULARY 

amor, amoris, m., love (amorous, enamored; cpo amo, amicus) 
carmen, carminis, n., song, poem (charm) 
civitas, civitatis, f., state, citizenship (city; ep. elvis, Ch. 14) 
corpus, corporis, n., bo(!V (corps, corpse, corpuscle, corpulent, corporal, 

corporeal, corporate, corporation, incorporate, corsage, corset) 
homo, hominis, m., human being, man (homicide, h0111age; homo sapiens, 

but not the prefix homo-; ep. hiimanus and vir) 
labor, labOris, m., /abO/; work, toil; a work, production (laboratory, be-

labO!; laborious, collaborate, elaborate; cpo labOro, Ch. 21) 
littera, -ae, f., a letter o{the alphahet; litterae, -arum, pI., a letter (epistle), 

literature (literal, letters, belles-lettres, illiterate, alliteration) 
mos, moris, m., habit, custom, mannel;' mores, morum, pl., morals, 

character (mores, moral, immoral, immorality, morale, morose) 
nomen, nominis, n., name (nomenclature, nominate, nominative, nomi-

nal, noun, pronoun, renown, denomination, ignominy, Inisnomer) 
pax, paeis, f., peace (pacify, pacific, pacifist, appease, pay) 
regina, -ae, f., queen (Regina, regina, reginal; cpo rego, Ch. 16) 
rex, regis, m., king (regal, regalia, regicide, royal; cpo rajah) 
tempus, temporis, n., time,' occasion, opportunity (tempo, telnporary, 

contemporary, temporal, temporize, extempore, tense [of a verb]) 
terra, -ae, f., earth, ground, land, country (terrestrial, terrace, terrier, ter-

ritory, inter [verb], parterre, subterranean, terra cotta) 
uxor, uxoris, f" wife (uxorial, uxorious, uxoricide) 
virgo, virginis, f., maiden, virgin (virgin, virginal, virginity, Virginia) 
virtiis, virtutis, f., courage,' excellence, chaI'(Jctel; 1V0rth, virtue 

(virtuoso, virtuosity, virtual; cpo vir) 
novus, -a, -um, new,' strange (novel, novelty, novice, innovate) 
post, prep. + acc., aliel; behind (posterity, posterior, posthumous, post 

mortem, P.M. = post meridiem, preposterous, post- as a prefix, post-
graduate, postlude, postwal; etc.; cpo postremllm, Ch. 40) 

sub, prep. + abl. with verbs of rest, + ace. with verbs of motion, undel; 
up undel; close to (sub- or by assin1ilation suc-, suf-, sug-, sUp-, SllS-, in 
countless compounds: subterranean, suburb, succeed, suffix, suggest, 
support, sustain) 

audeo, andere, ausus sum (the unusual third principal part of this "semi-
deponent" verb is explained in Ch. 34), to dare (audacious, audacity) 

nedi (1), to murdel; kill (internecine; related to noceii, Ch. 35, and necro-
from Ok. llekros). 

PRACTICE AND REVIEW 

I. Secundas litteras discipulae herI videbiis et de verbIs tum c6gitabas. 
2. Fen1inae sine mora c1vitatem de Insidils et exitio malo l11onebunt. 
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3. Rex et regIna igitur eras non audebunt ibi ren1anere. 
4. Mores Graec6rurn n5n crant sine cuI pIS vitiIsque. 
5. Quando homines satis virtiitis habebunt? 
6. Corpora vestra sunt sana et animI sunt pienI sapientiae. 
7. Propter mores human5s pacem veram n6n habebimus. 
8. Poteritne CIvitas perIcula temporum nostrorum superare? 
9. Post bellum multos libros de pace et remedils bellI videbant. 

10. Ollicia sapientiamque aCldrs a11i1111 possumus videre. 
II. Without sound character we cannot have peace. 
12. Many students used to have small time for Greek literature. 
13. After bad times true virtue and much labor will help the state. 
14. The daughters of your friends were dining there yesterday. 

SENTENTIAE ANTiQUAE 
I. Homo sum. (*Terence.) 
2. Nihil sub sole novum (*Ecclesiastes.-sOl, solis, m., sun.-novum: 

sc. est.) 
3. Cannina nova de adulescentia virginibus puerIsque nunc canto. 

(Horace.-,,-cantare, to sing.) 
4. Laudas fortfmam et mores annquae plebis. (*Horace.-plCbs, plebis, 

f., the common people.) 
5. BOI1I propter amorem virtUtis peccare oderunt. (Horace.-pecciire, 

to sin. -(iderun!, defective vb., 3d per. pl., to hate.) 
6. Sub prIncipe duro temporibusque malls audes esse bonus. (Mar-

tial.-princeps, -cipis, m., chief, prince; diirns, -a, -urn, hard, harsh.) 
7. Populus stultus viris indignIs honores saepe da!. (Horaee.-honor, 

-noris, hOI101; -indignus, -a, -urn, unworthy.) 
8. Nomina stultorum in parietibus et porUs semper videmus. (Cic-

ero.-The desire to scribble names and sentiments in public places 
is as old as antiquity!-pariCs, -etis, m., wal! of a building.) 

9. 6tium sine litteris mol'S est. (*Seneca.-mors, mortis, f., death.) 
10. Multae nationes servitiitem tolerare possunt; nostra cIvitas non 

potest. PraecHira est reeuperatio IIbertatis. (Cicero.-niitiii, -onis = 
Eng.-servitiis, -tlitis, servitude.-pl'aecliirus, -a, -urn, noble, remark-
able. -reeuperiitio, -ouis, recovery. -Iiberliis, -tiitis = Eng.) 

11. Nihil sine magno labore vIta mortalibus da!. (Horace.-mortiilis, 
-tiilis, a mortal.) 

12. Quomodo in perpetua pace salVI et IIberi esse poterimus? (Cicero.-
quomodo, how.) 

13. Gloria in altissimIs Dco et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
(*Lukc.-altissimis, abl. 1'1., the highest.-voluntiis, -tiitis, will.) 
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THE RAPE Of LUCRETIA 

Tarquinius Superbus erat rex Romanorum, et Sextus Tarquinius erat 
filius malus tyrannI. Sextus Lucretian1, uxorem CollatlnT, rapuit, et femina 
bona, propter magnum an10rem virtu tis, se necavit. RomanI antlquI virtu-
tern animosque Lucretiae semper laudabant et Tarquinios culpabant. 

(Livy 1,58; Tarquinius Superbus was Rome's last king, Collatinus a Roman noble-
man; according to legend, the rape of Lucretia led to the overthrow of the Tar-
quin dynasty, the end of monarchy, and the establishment of the Roman Repub-
lic in 509 B.C.-mIluit, raped.-so, herselj.'-lleciivit, a past tense form,) 

Tal'quin and Lucref;a 
Titian, 1570-75 

Akadenlloe del' BUdenden Kuenste, Vienna, Austria 

CATULLUS DEDICATES HIS POETRY BOOK 

Cornelio, viro magnae sapientiae, dabo pulchrum librum novmllo Cor-
nell, mI amIce, libros meos semper laudabas, et es magister doctus lit-
terarum! Quare habe novum laborem meum: filma librI (et tua rama) erit 
perpetua, 

(Catullus 1, prose adaptation; see L.l. 1. Catullus dedicated his first book of 
poems to the historian and biographer Cornelius Neposo-doctus, -a, -urn, 
learned, scholar(v,) 

ETYMOLOGY 
From what Latin word do you suppose It, uomo, Sp, hombre, and Fr, 

homme and on are derived? 
"Tense" meaning the "time" of a verb comes from tempus through old 
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In the readings 

Fr. tens; but "tense" meaning "stretched tight" goes back to tendo, tendere, 
tetendi, 10 stretch. 

In late Latin civitas came to mean city rather than slate, and thus it 
became the parent of the Romance words for city: It. citta, Sp. ciudad, Fr. 
cite. 

2. solar, solstice.-novel, novelty, novice, novitiate, innovate, renovate. 
3. chant, enchant, incantation, cant, recant, canto, cantabile, precentor. 
4. plebeian, plebe, plebiscite. 5. peccant, peccadillo. 6. dour, duration, en-
dure, obdurate. 13. volunteer, involuntary. 

It may prove helpful to list the Romance and English equivalents of 
three of the suffixes given in n. 2. 

Latin Italian Sl'anish French English 

-tas, -Hi tis -tA -dad -te -ty 
veritas verita verdad verite verity (truth) 
annquitas antichitA antigiiedad antiquite antiquity 

-ti6, -tionis -ZlOne -cion -tion -lion 
ll11ti6 naZlOne nacion nation nation 
rati6 raziane racion ration ration 

-t01; -toris -tore -tor -teur -tor 
inventor inventore inventor inventeur inventor 
actor attore actor acteur actor 

LATiNA EST GAUDIUM-ET OTILlS! 

Salvete, et discipuli et discil'ulae! Quid nunc agitis? You are beginning to 
see by now that Latin is living everywhere in our language; in fact, it's a rara 
avis these days who considers Latin a dead language. To anyone who does, 
you might quip, quot homines, tot sententiae-an old proverb from the 2nd 
cen. B.C. comic playwright Terence meaning, freely, there (lfe as many opin-
ions (IS there are men. 

Notice terra in the Vocab.: we met "subterranean" in the last chapter, 
now do you think of ET? In the 1980s the little guy was everybody's favorite 
ExtmTerrestria/ (from extra, prep. + ace., beyond, + terra). Until he became 
familiar with the terrain, he was in a terra incognita; but once he'd learned 
the territory he felt he was on terra firma (look all four of those up in your 
Funk and Wagnall's-if you need to!). And, speaking of movies, Stephen 
Spielberg's top-grossing Jurassic Park reminded us all that Tyrannosaurus 
rex was truly both a "tyrant" and a "king" (though Spielberg's "velocirap-
tors" were certainly terrifying "swift-snatchers," from the La!. adj. velox, 
filst, as in "velocity," + raptor, a third decl. noun based on the verb rapere, 
to seize, snatch, grab). Latinam semper amabitis-vaIete! 


