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Second Declension Neuters;
Adjectives; Present
Indicative of Sum; Predicate
Nouns and Adjectives;
Substantive Adjectives

SECOND DECLENSION-—NEUTERS

In the first declension there are no nouns of neuter gender but in the
second declension there are many. They are declined as follows, again by
adding endings to a base:

dénum, consilium, magnun,

gift plan great
Base: don- consili- magn- Endings
Singular
Nom. dénum consilium mdgnum =um
Gen. dént constlit! magni -1
Dat. dénd consilid magno -8
Acc. dénum cOnsilium magnum -um
Abl. dénd consilido magnd -0

""The gen. sg. of second declension nouns ending in -ius or -ivm was spelled with
single -1 (filius, gen, filf; consilium, gen. cdnsill) through the Ciceronian Period. However,
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Plural

Nom. ddna consilia magna -8
Gen. donbrum consilidrum magndrum -Brum
Dat. dénis consilits MAZNIS -is
Ace. ddna cansilia magna -a
Abl dénis consilits magnTs -is

Notice that the second declension neuter endings are the same as the
masculine endings, except that the nominative, accusative, and vocative are
identical to one another {this is true of all neuters of all declensions); -um
in the singular, -a in the plural. Word order and context will often enable
you to distinguish between a neuter noun used as a subject and one used as
an object (vocatives are even more easily distinguished, of course, as they
are regularly set off from the rest of the sentence by commas). The plural
-a ending might be mistaken for a first declension nominative singular, so
you can see again how important it is to memorize all vocabulary entries
completely, including the gender of nouns. Regular second declension neu-
ters will be presented in the vocabularies in the following abbreviated form:
donum, -1 (= dénum, doni), n.

DECLENSION AND AGREEMENT
OF ADJECTIVES

The paradigms of magnus presented in Chs. 2-4 have illustrated the
point that, while the base remains constant, the adjective has masculing,
femninine, or neuter endings according to the gender of the noun with which
it is used, and it likewise agrees with its noun in number and case. The full
declension of magnus below provides a good review of the first two declen-

sions.

Masc. Fem. Neut.
Singular
Nom. magnus magna MAZNUIT
Gen. magni magnae magni
Dat. magnd magnae magnd
Ace. magnum magnam magnum
Abl. magno magna magng
Voc. magne magna magnum

since the genitive form -it (filii, coasilii) became established during the Augustan Period
and since -l was always the rule in adjectives (eximius, gen, eximil), this is the form which
will be employed in this text.
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Plaral

Nom. magni magnae magna
Gen. magndrum magnirum magnorum
Dar. magnis magnis magnis
Ace. magnos MAagnis magna
Abl. magnis magnis MAagnis
Voe. magni magnae magna

Henceforth, such first and second declension adjectives will appear thus in
the vocabularies:

meus, -a, -um multus, -a, -um pauci, -ae, -a (pl. only)

Sum: PRESENT INFINITIVE AND
PRESENT INDICATIVE

As the English verb fo be is irregular, so is the Latin sum. Although the
personal endings can be distinguished, the stem vartes so much that the best
procedure is to memorize these very common forms as they are given. No-
tice that, because sum is an intransitive linking verb, we do not refer to its
voice as either active or passive,

PRESENT INFINITIVE OF Sum: esse, to be

PRESENT INEHCATIVE OF Sum

Singular Plural

L. sum, [ am stmus, we are

2. es, you are éstis, you are

3. est, he (she, it) is, there is sunt, they are, there are

PREDICATE NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES

As an intransitive verb, sam cannot take a direct object. Instead, like a
coupling which connects two cars in a train, sum (and other linking verbs
to be learned later) serves to connect the subject of a clause with a noun or
adjective in the predicate?. Such predicate nouns and adjectives—or “predi-
cate nominatives,” as they are often called—are connected or even equated

*The two main divisions of & scntence are the subject and the predicate. The predi-
cate is composed of the verb and all its dependent words and phrases.
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with the subject by the linking verb, and so they naturally agree with the
subject in number and case (usually the nominative, of course) and, wher-
ever possible, in gender as well. In the case of compound subjects of different
gender, a predicate adjective usually agrees in gender with the nearest,
though the masculine often predominates. Study the following examples,
and be prepared to identify the predicate nouns and adjectives in the chap-
ter’s sentences and reading passage.

Vergilius est amicus Augusti, Virgi! is the fiiend of Augustus.
Vergilus est poéia, Virgil is a poet.

Vergilius est magnus, Virgil is great.

Fama Vergilid est magna, the fome of Virgil is great.
Amicae sunt bonae, the girlfriends are good.

Puer debent esse boni, the bovs ought to be good.
Puer et puella sunt bons, the boy and girl are good.
Dénum est magnum, the gift is large.

Dona sunt magna, the gifts are large.

Sumus Rémani, we are Romans (Roman men).
Sumus Rémanae, we are Roman women.

SUBSTANTIVE ADJECTIVES

The Romans often used an adjective as a “substantive,” i.e., in place of
a noun, just as we do in English (“The meek shall inherit the earth”—i.e.,
“the meek people™). Such a substantive adjective should generally be trans-
lated as a noun, often by supplying man or men, woman or women, thing
or things, in accordance with its number and gender, as iflustrated in the
following examples:

Bonis saepe laudant, they ofien praise the good women.

Multi sunt stultd, many (nen) are foolish.

Pueri mala ndn amant, the boys do not love bad things.

Pauct dé periculd cogitant, few (men) are thinking about the danger.

VOCABULARY

basiom, -ii (= basii), n., kiss

béllum, -k, n,, war {bellicose, belligerent, rebel, rebellion, revel)

consilium, -it, n., plan, purpose, counsel, advice, judgment, wisdom (coun-
sel, counselor)

ciiva, -ae, T, care, attention, caution, anxiety {cure, curator, curious, curi-
osity, curio, curettage, sinecure; cp. ciird, Ch. 36))

donum, -, n., gift, present {(donate, donation, condone; cp. dd)
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exitium, -ii, n., destruction, ruin {exit; cp. exed, Ch. 37)

magister, magistvi, m., and magistra, -ae, f., schoolimaster or school-
mistress, teacher, master or mistress (magistrate, magistracy, magiste-
rial, maestro, mastery, mister, miss; ¢p. magnus)

moéra, -ae, ., defay (moratorium, demur)

nthil, indeclinable, n., nothing (see Ch. 1)

oculus, -i, m., eye {ocular, oculist, binoculars, monocle)

officium, -iT, n., duty, service (office, officer, official, officious; cp. facid,
Ch. 10)

otium, -if, n., leisure, peace (otiose, negotiate)

periculum, -, 0., danger, risk (peril, perilous, imperil, parlous)

remedium, -ii, n., cure, remedy (remedial, irremediable, remediation)

béllus, -a, -wm, preity, handsome, charming (belle, beau, beauty, embel-
lish, belladonna, belies-lettres). Do not confuse with bellum, war

bénus, -a, -um, good, kind (bonus, bonanza, bonny, bounty, bona fide)

hiimanus, -a, -um, pertaining to man (homd, Ch. 7), human; humane, kind;
refined, cultivated (humanity, humanitarian, humanism, the humani-
ties, humanist, inhuman, superhuman)

malus, -a, -um, bad, wicked, evil {malice, malicious, malign, malignant,
malaria, malady, malefactor, maifeasance, malevolent; mal-, a prefix
as in maladjustment, malnutrition, maltreat, malapropos)

parvus, -a, -um, small, little (parvovirus, parvule, parvicellular)

stultus, ~a, ~um, foolish, stiltus, -§, m., « fool (stultify, stultification)

vérus, -a, -um, frue, real, proper (verily, verisimilitude, very, veracity)

itvd (or adiuvd), invare, i0vi, iGtum, fo help, aid, assist; please (adjutant,
coadjuiant, aid, aide-de-camp)

sum, ésse, ful, futirum, (o be, exist (essence, essential, future, futurity)

PRACTICE AND REVIEW

. Otium est bonum, sed Stium multdrum est parvum.

. Bella {(from bellum, -1, n.) sunt mala et multa pericula habent.

. Officium nautam dé 5tid hodi€ vocat.

. PaucT virT avari muitds {6rmis pericull in peciinid vident.

. 81 multam pecliniam habé@tis, sacpe ndn estis sine clirfs.

. Puellac magistram dé consilié mald sine mord monent,

O magne poéta, sumus véri amict; mé iuva, amabo tél

. Fémina agricolae portam videt.

. You (sg.) are in great danger.

. My son’s opinions are often foolish.

. The daughters and sons of great men and women are not always
great,

. Without wisdom the salors” good fortune is nothing and they are
paying the penalty.
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SENTENTIAE ANTIQUAE

1

[F8)

10.

11

12.

13.
14.

. Fortiina est cacca. (*Cicero.—caecus, -a, -um, hlind.)
2.

ST pericula sunt véra, Inforténatus es. (Terence.—Infortiinatus, -a,
-iim, unfortuncate.)

. Salvé, O amice; vir bonus es. (Terence.)
. Non bella est fima {ilif tul. (Horace.)
. Errare est himinum. (Seneca.—As an mdeclinable neuter verbal

noun, an infinitive can be the subject of a verb.)

. Nihil est omnind bedtum. (Horace—omnind, adv., wholly. —beftus,

-a, -um, happy, fortunate.)

. Remedium irae est mora. (Seneca.)
. Bonus Daphnis, amicus meus, dtium et vitam agricolae amat. (Vir-

gil.—Daphnis is a pastoral character.)

. MagistiT parvis puerds criistula et dona saepe dant. (Horace.—criis-

tulum, -1, cookie.)

Amicam meam magis quam oculds meds amd. (Terence.-—magis
quam, more than.)

Salvé, mea bella puella—da mali multa basia, amabo 1! (Catul-
lus.—mihi, dat., ro me)

InfinTtus est numerus stultdrum. (Ecclesiastes.—infinftus, -a, -um =
Eng.)

Officium mé vocat. (Persius.)

Mali sunt in nostrd numerd et dé exitid bondrum virdrum cogitant.
Bonds adiuvite; conservate populum Roméanum. (Cicero.—nostrd,
our.)

THE RARITY OF FRIENDSHIP

Pauci virT verds amicds habent, et pauc sunt dignl. Amicitia véra est
praeclara, et omnia praecldra sunt rara. Multi vir? stultt dé pechinifi semper
cogitant, pauci dé amicis; sed errant; possumus val€re sing multd peciinia,
sed sine amicitii ndn valémus et vita est nihil.

(Cicero, Dé Amicitia 21.79-80.—dignus, -a, -um, worthy, deserving. amicitia,
-ae, friendship.—omnia, all [things].—praecldrus, -a, -um, splendid, remark-
able.—ry@rus, -a, -um = Eng,—possumus, we are able.)

ETYMOLOGY

Some Romance derivatives:

Latin Italian Spanish French
oculus occhio 0jo ceil
Otium 0zio Qcio oisiveté

periculum pericolo peligro peéril
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officium officio
bonus buono
verus vero
magister maestro
bellus bello
hiimanus Wmnano
bedtus beato
basium bacio
rirus raro

LATINA EST GAUDIUM—ET UTILIS!

oficio
bueno
verdadero
maestro
bello
humano
beato
beso

raro

office
bon
vral
maitre
belle
humain
beéat
baiser
rare

Salve, amice! There are countless Latin expressions in current English
usage (remember sub rosd?); one of them, related to an adjective encoun-
tered in this chapter, is rara avis, lit. a rare bird, but used for an exceptional
or unusual individual or a rarity. The student of Latin in the United States
was becoming a rira avis in the 1960s and early 70s, but there has been a
remarkable resurgence of interest since then. Ergd, therefore, is another
Latin word that has come straight into English; ergo, you now know what
Descartes meant in his Discourse on Method when he said cdgitd ergd sum.

Semper cdgitd, amice, ef valg!

Cicero
Uffizi
Florence, Italy




