Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica

1. What are the outstanding characteristics of Classic Maya civilization?

2. What are some of the theories that attempt to explain the collapse of Classic Maya society?

3. What is the historical significance of Teotihuacan?

4. Who were the Toltecs?  Why are they so important in Mesoamerican history?

5. What are the characterisitics of the Postclassic period in Mesoamerica?

6. Who were the Aztecs?  Where did they come from?

7. How and why were the Aztecs, relative late-comers to the central valley of Mexico, able to gain and maintain control over much of Mesoamerica?

8. To what extent was Aztec society based on, or derivative of, earlier Mesamerican societies?  To what extent was it original?

