The New World Before 1492

1. Why is it important to study native American societies?

2. The concept of “Indian” is a European invention—part of a colonial mentality.

3. Genetic and cultural isolation is key to understanding New World history before and after 1492.

4. Human migrations across the Bering Straits began 40,000-100,000 years ago.

5. Three major areas of permanent, agricultural settlements: Mexican highlands; lowland and highland areas of Central America; and the Andean highlands.

6. Long tradition of highly-developed native societies: 

Mesoamerica:

A. Olmecs, Teotihuacan, Toltecs, Zapotecs, Aztecs

B. Maya City- States:Tikal, Caracol, Chichen-Itza

Andes:

A. Mochica, Nazca, Chavin, Chimu

B. Incas

7. Periodization:

Archaic-7000-2500BC-domestication of plants

Formative or Preclassic-2500BC-0AD-growth and concentration of population in villages and chiefdoms

Classic-0-1000AD

Postclassic-100-1500s

During both the Classic and Postclassic periods, populations increased; metallurgy and ceremonial architecture appeared; class divisions and occupational specializations developed; the arts, mathematics, and astronomy became highly sophisticated; and states formed.

