Outline on the Geography and Climate of Latin America

1. The single most significant geographical feature of Latin America is the mountain chain that runs from Mexico to Tierra del Fuego.

2. Human populations have historically concentrated in temperate highland valleys and plateaus.

3. Many areas of Latin America are subject to severe natural disasters—volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, mudslides, etc.

4. The largest river system in Mexico is the Rio Grande, which runs along the US-Mexican border.

5. The largest river system in Central America is the Rio San Juan on the Nicaraguan-Costa Rican border.  The largest body of water in Central America is Lake Nicaragua.

6. Several major cities in South America are located at elevations over 9000 feet.

7. The Andes consist of numerous chains of mountains running parallel to each other.

8. The three major river systems in South America are:  the Orinoco (Colombia and Venezuela); the Amazon (Peru, Ecuador, and Brazil); and the Parana-Paraguay or La Plata (Argentina and Paraguay)

9. Broad plains characterize vast regions of Argentina (pampas) and Venezuela (llanos).

10. The Atacama Desert of southern Peru and northern Chile is one of the driest in the world.

