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tcmplc  allowed the lay brother C O  bc ordamed and to rcnouncc  the
world, naming him Dharma Master D6j6 $~#&NI.

This IS the story of the mighty hero of Gang&Ji. renowned in later
legends, whose extraordmary  strength orqmntcd  In the mcrlts  ac-
cumulated In his former  lives. This miraculous event  was witnessed
in Japan.

4
On Prince Regent ShGtoku’s  ShotrGng  Esfraordirrary  Signs’

P r i n c e  R e g e n t  Shotoku  %?%L3A4  w a s  the s o n  o f  E m p e r o r
Tachibana-no-toyohl  tkacjl  i3 ,’ who reigned at the Palace of Ikebe-no-

namitsuki in lware ~~~~~~~~.3  He became Prmce  Regent in the
reign of Empress Smko  #.fip who resided at the Palace of Owarida

&@.ffl. He had three names: Umayado no toyotomiml I%F~!#$;
Shotoku;  and Kamltsu-miya  ..tzg. Since he was born in front of the
stables, he was called “Umayado” [meaning “stable door”]. “Toyo-
tomimi”  [which means “intelligent ear”] originated bccausc he was by
nature  so wise that he could attend to the legal claims of ten men at a
time and dccidc them without missing a single word. He was also
called “Shotoku”  [which means “sacred virtue”] because he not only
behaved  hkc a monk but was so well versed in Buddhist teachings
that hc could write commentaries on the Shdman-,vy6.  Hake-kyci,  etc.,’
and so well versed in Chinese classics as to instltutc the system of court
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ranks  and honor\.h  Hc w a s  cat-led Knmltsu-nllya  n o  kr1111  1 LVIIILII  IIt-
erally nlc‘dn\  “ I’rlncc  o f  the Upper I’.~lacc”) bcc.lu\c 1115 rcyldcncc  way
located above the impcrlal palace.

Once, when the Prtncc  Regent lived at the Palace of Oknlnoro  111
Ikarugn  ~V.~\l~~l~t;‘~~,7 h c  happcncd to go tc> Kataokn J;-lihl’ and.  o n  the
way, he found a sick beggar lymg by the side ofthe road.’ AlIghtIng
from his palanquin,  the prmce  talked with the beggar, took otf his
cloak to cover him. and went on his way. On his return he did not SCE
the beggar, but only his cloak hanging on the branch of a tree.  The
prince put it on again. One of his ministers  said to him, “Arc you 50
poor that you must wear  the soiled garment once worn by a beggar?”
“It’s all right, you wouldn’t understand,” was his reply. Meanwhile
the beggar died in another place. The prince sent a messenger to have
him buried temporarily lo while a tomb which was named HItok]  no
haka h*B (Man-tree-tomb)’ ’ was burlt for him at Morlbcyama  %T$!
111  in the northcast corner of HGrin-ji .&#+” in thr v~llagc of Oka-
moto. A tnccscngcr sent to visit the tomb found  it too tightly  closed
to allow anybody to enter. Only a poem was found at the door, and
it read:

The name  of my Lord
Would  bc forgotten,
Should the stream  of Tomi of Ikaruga
Ccnc  to flow.‘3
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The mcsscngcr,  on his return, rcportcd thih  to the pr1nc.c. w h o  w a s
silent.

WC learn that a sage 5I$ recognizes a sage, whereas an ordinary man
cannot recognize a sage. The ordinary man sees nothing but the outer
form ofa beggar, while the sage has a penetrating cyc able to rccogmze
the hidden essence.‘4  It is a miraculous event.

T h e  Vcncrablc  Ensci /@!$I%,  a disriplc of I)hnrmn  Mnstcr Shaku @
&M, wasa natlonal  preceptor ofPnekche.‘s  Hc lived 111 the Taknmiya-
dern g;A-+ at Kazurakl in Yamato province A&m$$*  in Jnpan.16 In
the north chamber of that temple. there once lived a monk whose
name was Gangaku Milt. who used to go out to the v~llagc at dawn
and come  back at dusk. When a lay brother, a disciple ofthc Venerable
Ensei. told his master about Gangaku, the master said “Don’t  sny a
word about him.” The lay brother secretly bored a hole in the wall of
Gangaku’s chamber to spy on him and found the chamber full oflight.
Again he reported to his master. who answcrcd.  “This is why I told
you to keep quiet about him.” Before long it happened that Gangsku
suddenly passed away. Ensci told the lay brother to crcmatc him and
bury the ashes, and this was done. Later the lay brother came to live
in 8mi %&!I.”  Once he heard someone say, “Here  live5 the Venerable
Gangaku.” At once he paid a visit, finding Gnngaku  exactly as he had
been. Gangaku said to the lay brother, “It ic a long time since I last
saw you, but I have been thinking of you all the time. How have you
been getting along?”

We learn that he was incarnated as a sagc.lR Eating five kinds of
strong herbs l9 is forbidden in Buddhist precepts, but. if a sage eats
them, he will not incur any sin.”

Lord &mc>  no Ynqunoko  no mural] ~~Rtup!&‘~;~*  of the (;rcat
Flower Rank”  w.1 a11 ;II1cCstor  ofthc C?)tonlo  no mura]l  111 U~I, Nng”~
district, Kli provmrc  %!PR~‘IR~?%.~ Hc was endowed with a lucid
mind and highly revered the Three Treasures.’

Ac.cording to a record,’  in the reign of Emperor  Bitattu.’  sounds of
musical instruments were heard off the coast of Izumi  RI.!& provnlcc.8
They sounded hkr pipe< and strings or rolling thunder. They  were
heard in the daytlmc  and at mght  a light cp’cad eastward. Lord Otomo
no Yasunoko no muraji hcnrd this talc and reported If to the cmpcror,
who did not behevr  it and remained srlcnt. When he reported it to the
empress, however.  she ordered him to invcstignrc.  He went  to the ccn-
side to witness the scene himself and found it exactly as reported.
While there. he came upon a camphor log which had been struck by
thunder.’ On his return, he said to the empress. “I have found a
camphor log on the beach ofTakaashi  $&!@%.‘” I humbly request per-
mission to make Buddha images  out of it.” The empress gave pcrmis-
sion saying, “Your wish is granted.”

Yasunoko was very happy and announced the imperial decree to

Shima  n o  6omr  1kg.” who, in great joy, commisyloncd  lkcbe no

I . Cf. Slhon shok,  (Kmmc,.  I31rarw. Fulko).  Kayoku  mnnqnfort~hii  ( X I ,  ~3).  &J.S ryakkl  (III.
IV). CfC.

: The  ~t~mo  family IS nnc  o f  t h t  mflurnt,al brnlhrc mamly ,,I  rhargc  o f  rhr IlllpCrl3l

guard5.  whwr anccwy  cm b c  tracrd  to r h c  age o f  kaml See .Nlhon  rhokt.  I I .  I l l .  XV I .  CT<
Arton.  “N~ltar~,~~.”  I. X6,  I 16. I 3 ,. 40.1,  ct< h4urq1  15 a hcrcdwy tltlc  f o r  high  rankmg  ad-

m,nwtratcrr\  f r o m  thr crtd of the f i f th  crr,rury to the  first  half o f  the ~cvcn:h  ccnturv  at the

Yamato cllurt



Kusakabc no Matoji CI-F$I~$ZS;:.~  In the reigtl ot‘ Emperor Shomu  he

was appointed a frontier soldier” at Tsukushl  ;CL$&  by atom0 h-f1:6
(his name is unknown)’ and had to spend three y~rs thcrc. His mother
accompanied him and lived with him, whilr  his wife stayed behind
to take care of the house.

flmaro, out of love for his wife who had bren left behind. thought
up the wlckcd Idea of killing his mother  and rcturnmg  home to his
wife,  claiming exemptlon  from duty on the prrtcxt of mourning.’
As his mother’s mind was yet on doing good, hc taid to her, “There

will bc a great meeting for a week’s lecture on the Hokr-kyd $!::+$$
in the castrrn mountain. Shall W C  go to hear the teaching?”

H IS mother, deceived, was eager to go, and, devoutly purifying
herself in a hot bath. accompamed  her son to the mountain. Then
he looked at her fiercely, as though with the eyes of a bull, and said,

“You, kneel down on the ground!” Gazrng at his face. she sard, “Why
are you talking like that? Are you possessed by a fiend?” The son,
however, drew a sword to kill her. Kneeling  down m front of her
son, she said to him, “We plant a tree in order to get its fruit and to
take shelter in its shade.’ We bring up children m order to get their
help and to depend on them. What on earth has driven you so crazy!
I feel as though the tree I have been depcndmg  on has suddenly ceased
to protect me from the rain.” He would not listen to her, so she

sorrowfully took off her clothes, put them in three piles. knelt down,
and told him her last wish: “Will you wrap up these clothes for me?
One pile goes to you, my eldest son,  one to my second son, and one

to my third son.”
When the wicked son stepped forward to cut off his mother’s head,

the earth opened to swallow him. At that moment his mother grabbed
her fallmg son by the hair and appealed to Heaven,  wailing, “My
child is possessed by some spirit and driven to such an evil deed. He
is out of his mind. I beseech you to forgive his sin.” In spite of all her
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efforts to pull him up by the hair, hc fell down. The mcrclful  mother
brought his hair back home to hold funcrnl rites and put it in a box

in front of a Buddha image, asking monks to chant scriptures. 10

How great was the mother’s compasslon! So much that she loved
an evil son and practiced good on his behalf. Indeed. we know that
an unf~hal sm is pumshcd  Immediately and that an evil deed nrvcr
goes without a penalty.

4
On a Corlfcsf  Rctlr~c~~n  Women qf‘Extraordinary  Strength’

In the reign of Emperor Shornu there was a woman of cxtraordl-
nary strength in Ogawa Market, Katakata district. Mino province
ZRR J;R%f$,J\JIIiIi.’  She was large, and her name  was Mine no kittunc
E%~$L’ (the fourth generation of the one whose mother  was Mmo  no
kitsune). Her ctrength  equaled that ofone  hundred men. Living within
the marketplace of Ogawa and taking pride in her strength, she used
to rob passing merchants of their goods by force.

At that time there was another woman of great strength in the
villageofKatawa, Aichi district, Owari province ~~&~~@~J+-~~~.’
She was small (a granddaughter of the Venerable D6j6 who once

lived at Gang&ji).’  AS she heard that Mino no kitsunc robbed pass-
ersby of their goods, she sought to challenge her by loading two
hundred and fifty bushels6  of clams on a boat, and anchoring next

to the market. In addition, she prepared and loaded on a boat twenty
pliable vine whips.

Kitsunc came to the boat, seized all the clams, and had them sold.
“Where  did you come from?” she asked the owner of the clams, but

she got no reply. She repeated the question, but again got no answer.
After Kitsune had repeated the same question four times, the owner
answered, “I don’t know where I came from.” Kitsune, insulted, rose



to IlIt her. Thcrcupon  the other  WOI~.III  wvz~-d  Kltyunc~‘\  two hands
and whlpprd  her once. The whip cut the flesh. Then  she used another
w h i p  which also cut the flesh. Prrscntiy  ten wl11yc had cut the flesh.

Knsunc  tald, “ I givr up! I am sorry for wh.lt I JI;IVC dor~c.”  The
other woman, whose  strength  was obviously  grcatcr than Kitrune’s,
mtistcd,  “From now on you shall not live in thrs mnrkct. If you dare
do so. I will beat you to dcnth.” Complctcly  cubducd,  Kitrune  did
not hvc in the market  or steal  agnrn,  and proplc 111 the markct rqorced

ove r  the rcstoratlon  of pcacc.
Thcrc  Ilas always been somconc  III the Lvorld xvlth great physical

power.  Indeed, W E  know sac:h power  is attamrd  nc a rc(ult of causes
in  past lives.’

s
On Cainiq an Immediate Perlalty+r Sncr(fi(in‘q

Oscn to a Pagan Deity and the Meri/ q/‘Cood Deeds  q/

Freeirrf Livirlg BeirlRs’

In the village of Nadekubo, Higashinarl district, Scttsu province

#I@~%~:~~~~~.~  there was a wealthy  houxholdcr,  whose name
is unknown. In the reign of ex-Emperor Shiirnu,  the householder.
fearful of the evil influence of a Chinese deity,” held services for seven
years, sacrificing an ox each year until he had killed sevcn.4 At the
end’of seven years he contracted a serious disease, and, during the
following seven years, neither doctor nor medicine could cure him.
He called diviner? to purify and pray for him, but his disease became
worse. Then it occurred to him that his serious disease must have been
caused by his past deeds ofkilling; after that hc never failed in keeping
the prcccpts  and freeing living beings on the six holy days of each
month.6  When he saw somconc killing livmg beings, hc would buy

When  hc was dying  a t  the end  o f  the wvcn  ycarc.  h c  said t o  hiq

family, “I%>n’t  crrmatc  m y  cnrptc nftcr I die, but keep It for nmc

days.“’ At‘tcr  his death they did as he had told them,  waiting for the
promised day. When  nine days had passed, he came back to life and
told this story :

“Thcrc  wc‘rc  \cvcn cubhumnr,s,* each with thr head of an ox and

a hunlnn b o d y .  They  bound 111~ by the hnlr and Ird mc .~long unticr

guard. In front of us thcrc  appcarcd a towcrmg  palace. I asked. ‘What
palacc is this?’ but they only gave  me a terrifying look and said, ' GO

on quickly!’
“When we entered the palace gate, they said, ‘We have brought

him.’  1 reahzed that they were addressing Kmg Yama.’  He asked

them, ‘Is this man the enemy who killed you?’ In reply, they said,
‘Yes. hc IS the enc.’ Presently they brought a chopping board and kmfc
and said,  ‘Hurry and pass sentence on him! WC arc going to chop him
up and cat him the way he did us!‘

“At that moment  ten mllhon men suddenly appcarcd to unbind 111~‘.

saying. ‘This man I\ not accountable for that accusation, for he ktlled

them to make offerings  to the evil deity which had haunted him.‘
Thereupon the seven subhumans and ten million men fought over me
every day like water and fire. The king refrained from judging mc.
The subhumans continued to argue, saying, ‘It is evident that this
person was the host who cut off our limbs, held the service at the
shrine lo for hlr own benefit, and chopped us up to eat.‘The  ten mllllon
men, on the other hand, appealed to the king, saymg,  ‘We know vcr!
well that the dclty 1s to blame, and not this man. Rcmcmbcr.  Your
Majesty, that truth has more witnesses.‘”

“Eight days pasccd in this way, and on the cvcnmg  of the clghth
day I was told to appear at court the followmg  day. On the nmth  day
I went to the court as I had been told. Presently  the kmg said to mr,
‘As most ofourjudgments are formed by what witnesses say. WC side
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prcscnt  IS a n  Iron ball m the future.“’ Indeed,  WC Ic.lrn th.lt the 1.1~ o f

karmic causation never falls. We should be ever mindful  of that and
bchavc  ourselves. Thus the DnQik-kyb  says: “Those  who steal from

the samgha c o m m i t  a  sm g r a v e r  t h a n  the five s1n5  .“‘)

IO
On the Death PwaltyJrr  Corlrtarrtly  Boiliry

and Eatir~~y Rirds’  &ys’

In the village of Shimoanashi. lzumi district, Izuml provmcc $ns~
$a%%-~~$m++,~  there was a youth3 whose name  is unknown. Innately
evil, he did not believe in the law of karmic causation  and used to hunt
birds’ eggs to boil and eat.

In the third month in the spring of the first year of the horse. the
sixth year of the Tenpy6  sh6h6 era, a strange qoldicr came to him and
said, “I was sent to get you by a provincial officlal.‘4  He had a plate
four feet long’ fastened to his waist. So they went off together, and,
when they came to the village of Yamatae in Hitada district #&$
I.IJ~!$~%,~  they made their way into a field covered with several acres of
wheat two feet tall. The youth saw the field all aflame and it was too
full of embers for him to put his feet down. Running about in the
field, he wailed, “It’s hot, it’s hot.”

It happened that a villager was collecting firewood on the hill. As
he saw the boy running and falling down and heard his wailing, he
came down from the hill and tried to stop him, but the boy resisted.
Nonetheless, the villager tried hard to catch the boy until he was able
to pull him out of the enclosure. The boy fell to the ground without
a word.

7. Src I.30.  n. 22.
H . Daihcidi dmjtk-kyd  (T&I& X I I I ,  N o .  3~7)
y Thn quorarion is rhc prccrdmg lmc o f  thr quotarmn  in I LO.  n 1 L
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After a wli~lc  hc woke u p  .1nd ~r0~1ncd  11, pawn, c.lv~ng.  “011. ~II\’
sort feet!” The v~llagcr  asked hlnl. “ W h y  did you bchnvc llkc th.lt?‘.
H c  rcphcd. “ A  soldlcr came to take m c  a n d  forced m c  t o  ctcp 011

ember\ s o  Ilot thdt I  f e l t  a s  i f  my  feet h a d  been bollcd. Looktng
around, I found myself  surrounded by mountains of fire wlthout

any way out and so I was crymg  and runmng  about.” Hearing this,
the villager rolled up the boy’s pants and looked at his legs. The Rcsh
was all gone  and nothIng  was left but the bones. Hc died the next  dnv.

Now we arc sure  of the cxlstcncc  of hell m this world. WC should
believe m the law of karmlc rctnbutron.  We should not bchavc like
a crow which loves Its own chicks and cats othcr5. Without compac-
sion man ~\Ju\t like a crow. The ~Vehan-,yyd  ;q$Q$V7  says: “Though
there is a dlrtlnctmn  in rcspcctablhty  bctwccn man and animal,  they
share the fact that they cherish hfc and take death gravely 0’ The
Zen’aku  irf<ya-kyd  &::Bpz]~$y  R contains a passage which gets right to

the boint: “The one who roasts and boils chlckcns in this lift WIII
fall into the Hell of the River of Ashes’  after  death.”

II
On the Pcrzalty  of‘s Fatal Disease@  Abusing  a Monk

and Committiq a Lustf~ill  Deed’

In  the reign of  Emperor  Sh6mu.  nuns of Saya-dera MF$=~~  in
Kuwahara, Ito district, Kii province tif~@J@t7J$$~~,  vowed to hold
a service and invltcd  a monk of Yakushi-ji3 on thr West Side of Nara,
Dharma Master  Daie BB (popularly called Dharma MaTter Yosam~
e#, for hit secular name  was Yosami no muraji).4 to perform the
rite ofrcpcntancc’devoted  to the Eleven-hcadcd Kannon -l.--$rj&fi ’

It happcncd that a wicked man lived in that village. His surname

, /hrh,trt~r  rrrhm-,yyd.  X X  (Tmchir.  X I I .  4X4b).  rcc Chap.  ll(+,.  I I  65

x Zu’nku wp-by?  (-roarshi,.  L X X X V ,  IJXI).  Scr C h a p .  Il(~)c.  n hr
y. ~~i~lN!~KKcga-JIgoku.  one of the  s~xfccn subhclls  that belong 10 rhc clght  Hells of Hra~

(WC  II 7. n 24). m which  scorching a\hc5  flow
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w a s  FLIIII~  no Imikl  A,& >I-’ @IS popul.lr II.IIIIC’ w.\y Ucdn  n o  Sabur6
kffl~@).*  He was evil by nature and had no faith in the T h r e e
Trcnsurcs. The  wife of this wlckcd man wn\ a daughter  of Kamitsuke
n o  klllli Ohnshi _t-%!@fzA&,’ She obsrrvcd  the clght prcccpts  f o r
one day and one mght,” a n d  went  to the tcmplc to partlclpatr  i n
the rite of rcpcntance in the congregation.  When her husband came
home.  hc could not find her. Having nckcd whrrc  she was, he heard
his servant”  say, “She has gone for the rltc of rcpcntancc.”  At this
he became angry and immediately went to the temple to bring his
wife back. The officiating monk” saw him and rrird to enlighten
him, prcnching the Buddhist  doctrine. Howcvcr.  he would not llsten
to the monk,  saying,  " N o n e  oi your nonscns~!  Y o u  v u l g a r  m o n k .
you ccduced  my wife! Watch out or you’ll get your head  ~r~~~rhcci!”
His  vile spcrch cannot be dcscrlbcd m dctall. He called hi5 w~fc to
g o  home  with h i m ,  a n d  o n  their re turn  hr vlolatcd her. Suddcnl)
an ant bit his penis, and he died m acute pain.

He brought on his own death.  immcdlatr  retribution, since he was
so evil mmdcd  as to insult the monk unrc\crvcdly  and not to rcfraln
from wicked  lust.

Even if you have a hundred tongues in your mouth and utfcr a
thousand words, never speak III of monks.  Othcrwlsr you will Incur
immedlatc penalties.

In Kii district, Yamashlro  province &2&~@fpfl,2  there lived a
woman whose name is unknown. She was born with a compassionate

I. Srr 11.8, whrch shows the sarrtc  plot of “the  grateful ;~mmal” rcpaymg  a kmdnrra.  Cf

I>.  L. I’hihppi.  “Ancrcnt  Tales of Supernatural  Marrragc. ” Tdry’~ Jnpm.  V  ( N o .  J, March-
April. 1y60).  ry-zj  C f .  Hnkkr  kmkI ( I l l ,  123). C;nrkl;  <hnku40  ( X X V I I I .  2). K,vl/oku tn~n,l-
prorirhli ( X V I ,  16).  Kokm  thomomhli  ( X X ) ,  ctc

L I’rwnt Kvoto-fu
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heart, a n d  \h!, bcllcvcd In the law o f  karnllc c‘ausatloll \o AC jlcvc’r
took life. obcervinl:  rhc five precept? ,Ind the ten vlrttlcT.’

In the rcjgn of Emperor Shiimu, young cowherds  III her vjllngc
caught clght cxxbr 111 n Ijlountain brook md wcrc‘  about to ro.lcT .~nd
eat them. She saw this and begged them, “Will you please be good
enough to give them to me?” They  would not listen to her, but said.
“We will roast and cat them.”  Rcpcatlng  her wholehcartcd  entreaty,
she rcmovcd her robe to pay for the crabs. Evcntunlly they gave the
crabs to her. She invited a dltycirln mactcr’  to plvr a blecqlng III rclcating

them.
Aftcrwnrd  $11~ M’;IT III the mountain  2nd MW n Inrgc  mnkc  ~w.~llo\\~-

i n g  n hlg  tv;td.  SAC Ilnplorcd  the I,irgr rn:lkL~. “I’lc;~\v  \cf fhi\ firog Crct
for my c.rkc,  .~nti I WIII SIVC  ~OLI  mmy offmngs. “’ -1 tw <n.lkc dud Ijot
respond. Then.  chc cnllcctcd more  offcringc a n d  prayed. \nying. “I
will consccratc  you ac a knmi. Please g~vc It to mc.” Still wi thout

answering, the snake continued to swallow the toad. Again she
pleaded, “I ~111  hceomc  your wife in exchange  for this toad. I Implore
you to rclcatc it to me.” Raising its head high, the snake listcncd and
stared at her fact,  then disgorged the toad. The woman made a prom-
ise to the \nnke. ynying,  “Come to me In seven days.”

She told her pnrrntc  of the whnlc  affair in detail. They Iamcntcd,

saying, “Why on c.lrth did you, our only child, make such a promicc
YOLI  callllot fulfill?”

At that trmc  the Most Venerable Gy6gl was staying at Fukaosa-dcra
$#&‘f’  in Kir district. She went and told him what had happened.
When he heard her story, he said, “What an unfathomable story!
Just keep a steadfast faith in the Three Treasures.” With these instruc-
tions she went home, and, on the evening of the appointed day, she
tightly closed the house, prepared herself for the ordeal, and made
various V O W S  with renewed faith in the Three Treasures. The snake
came, crawled round and round the house, knocked on the walls with
its tail, climbed onto the top of the roof, tore a hole in the thatch of
the roof with its fangs, and dropped in front of her. She merely heard
the noise of scuffling, as if there was jumping and biting. The next
morning she found the eight crabs assembled and the snake cut to
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and lay, high and low, all gathered to hear him. One day a woman
from the village of Kawamata, Wakae drstrict, Kawachi  province
~J~~~~~J~l~!!5*  came to the meeting with a child to hear the

teachings. The child fretted and cried so much that she could not hear,
and the child could not walk although he was over ten. Fretting and

crying, he drank milk and ate incessantly. The venerable master said
to her, “Come, my good woman-take your child outsrde and throw
him into the stream!” Hearing that, the congregation whispered,
“What causality3 made such a compassionate sage to speak hkc that?”

But the mother’s affection prevented her from abandoning the child;
still holding him, she listened to the prcachmg.

The next day she returned with the child to hear the teachings, and
the child again cried so loudly that the audience could not hear. Ac-
cusing the mother, the venerable master said to her, “Throw the

child into the stream!” Though troubled by doubts, the mother could
not stand the loud cries and threw him into the deep stream. The
child rose to the surface and, treading water and rubbing his hands
together, he stared at her with big shining eyes and said with bitterness,
‘I What a pity! I planned to exploit you by eating for three more
years. ” Bewildered, the mother came back to her scat to hear the
preaching. The venerable master asked her. “Did you throw away
your child?” Whereupon she told him the whole sequence in detail.
Then he explained, “In your previous existence you borrowed his
things and did not return them, so he became  your child and got back

what you owed him by eating. That child was your creditor in your
past life.”

What a shame! We should not die without paying off our debts.
Otherwise we reap the penalty without fail in our future life. Accord-
ingly, the Shurch&gy6  says: “Because of a pennyworth debt of salt to
the driver he was born as an ox and driven hard to carry a load of salt
on his back to make up for his debt by labor.‘* This refers to the same
type of thing.

1. Prewnt  Knwamata. F u s e ,  Hlpasht-SaLa-sht Itl-~~4i#ii.%iJllfY
3 wt).
4 Not an CXAC~  quotatm  but a summary of a parsqc ,n the  .\hurrhd-,qyil  (7~01rhir.  VI. 425)

Therr  WEW  WCI brothers; one chore to become an arhat. rhr orhcr rcmamcd  a layman who
w o u l d  never hrtcn to htr brothcr‘r  preachmg  Onct rhc arhat n\rt hlr brother  born .1s  an ox

and loadrd wth burdens. The arhar told the drtvrr of the ox rhat  htr brorhcr  had been  born
1~ an ox because of htr debt of salt to rhc drrvcr.
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Niu no atae Otokami fl!&$L%Jz~*  was a man of Iwata district,
Tbtdmi  province 2XZzR4$m@.3  Although he made a vow to build
a pagoda, he could not fulfill the vow for many years. He always
regretted this and trted hard to find a way to do it. In the reign of
Emperor Shomu,  a girl was born to Otokami, though he was seventy
and his wife was sixty-two. The baby’s left hand was clenched. In
wonder, the parents tried to open it, but it was clenched more tightly
than ever and never opened. Lamenting, they said, “It is a great shame
for us to have given untimely birth to a crippled baby. But you are
born to us as a result of the work of causality.” And they nursed her
with great care and never neglected her.

She grew up with fine features. At the age of seven she opened her
fist to show it to her mother, saying, “Look at this’” When the mother

looked at the child’s palm, she found two pieces of sariq4 the sacred
ashes of Buddha. In joy and wonder she relayed the news to people
everywhere. All were rapturous with joy. Provincial magistrates and
district governors rejoiced, organized a devotees’ association’ to build
a seven-story pagoda, and enshrined the sari in the pagoda durmg a
dedication service. This is the pagoda of Iwata-dera 4!$m+6 which
stands in lwata district now. At the completion of the pagoda, the
child suddenly passed away.

This is what people mean when they say that a vow once made
will be achieved and fulfilled without fail.

32
On Rebirth as an Ox fo Make up for the Unpaid

Debt ofRice Winefor  the Temple Fund’

In the reign of Emperor Shomu.  villagers of Mikami, Nagusa drs-

V01umeIl  [203]  Tde3J,jz
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trict. Kli province ti!1U44’,0I!ii  ‘. I~.&$,” orc:.In17cd  3 dcvotc.cs’ .I\ocin-L
t ion to rotntc the medical  f u n d ”  o f  Yakuo-JI !!‘i I._ ‘j:.J (no\\. called

Seta-dcra %++y). At Okada n o  s u g u r i  Obnmc’s  14111  ++i;b,l; 1~. s this
medical fund was used to gain profits in a brcwcrv.”

Onr  day a brindled  calf came  to the tcmplc and lay at the pagoda.
The  mrn of the temple chased it away, but it came back agaln to lie
down and would not leave. In wonder  they askrd people. saying,
“To whom dots this calf belong7” But no one clnimcd it as his own.
Thcrcforr the monks caught, tied, and kept It. After  It grew up it was
driven mto the fields of the temple.

After f~vc years, Okada  no suguri Iwahlto ItiJ~t~+$&;cih,  a patron
of the tcmplc, had a dream in which  hc was cl~ascd,  thrust  down. and
trampled by the satne calf. Hc scrcamcd  m terror. Then  the calfasked,
“Do you know me?” Hc answered “No.” The calf rcleascd him,
stepped back, and knelt, saying in .tears, “I am Mononobe no Maro

!I$$@$’  of the village of Sakura pgi;f$.E  (He waF popularly called Shio-
tsuki #B. When he was alive, he shot at a boar and thought hc had
hit it, though he had missed. Therefore,  hc ground salt’  and brought
it to the spot to find not a boar but an arrow stuck in the ground.
Laughing at him, vlllagcrs named him “Shio-tsukl” [salt grlndcr],
which became his popular name). In my previous exl$tcncc I bor-
rowed ten gallons of rlcr wine from the medical  fund of the temple
and died without repaying it. Bccausc of that I was reborn as an ox
and drlvcn  hard to atone for my debt. My scrvlcc was set for eight
years. As I have worked for five years, I have three more years to go.
Men of the temple have driven me so mcrcilcssly,  whipping my back,
that I have suffered greatly. I am telling you of my sad phght,  for
you arc the only one who has shown mc mercy.”

lwahito  asked, “How can I know if your <tory i: true!” l‘hc ox
rcplicd. “Please mquirc of(?)omma  ofSnkura  #? kti*“O  to find Lvhcthcr
or not my story is true. (Oomma  was Iwahito’s  tistcr. a nllFtrrss m
charge  of the rice wine brcwcry.) In great wonder  hc visltrd his sister
to tell her the whole story m detail. Then she tnld, “That story is true.

Hc did borrow  ten ~:IIIoII\  01 rlcc w~nc’  :~nd  died wIthout  rcp.~y~t~g
it.” WhcnJGtatsu  I’iis,” .I monk rn charge  oithc tclnplc household.”

and patrons of the tcmptc heard the story. they rccognizcd the 1.11~  of
causality, and. moved  by compassion, they held a qcrvicc to rccltc
scriptures  for the ox. It disappeared at the end of eight years, and no
one cvcr knew whcrc it had gone;  nor did it appear again.

We should remember  that failure to pay debt5 wilt surely incur a
prnnlty.  Can you dnrc  forget  that? Thir ir what thcJ$if.rlc-rori  r,~‘?~,iG’~’
has in mind when  it tnys: “~fman  dot< n o t  rcpnv hl\ debt\. hc Lvill hc
rcbom among such animal\  a< oxen, deer. donkey\,  and sheep ~1 order

to  atone for hi, debts.”

In the reign of Emperor Sh6mu  a popular song cprcad all over the

countrv  :
W’ho  asked you to be a brldc,
Yorozu-no-ko of Amuchi-no-komuchl?
Natnu, Nnmu.
Mountain ascetics inhale the breath,
Chanting formulas
Ama+rni,  nniashmi.2

At that time thcrc war a wcnlthy man who lived in the castcrn part
o f  the village o f  Amuchi,  T’ochi  di<trlct. Yamato provnlcc h;R~kFj

+.ififlitf,lb&a+t  .3 Kagamitsukuri no miyatsuko  $&U:J??  \va\ hlc <urnamc.
Hc had a daughter  whose  name  was Yorozu-no-ko. She ncithcr mar-
ricd n o r  mndc love. She \va< a bcautlfnl  g i r l ,  b u t .  t h o u g h  nlc‘n  o f
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rich nclghbw standing thrrc. She had brought  n big cllcst t\111  ut‘all
kinds of food and drink, fragrant d&acres with norhmg  mrtzing rn
metal bowls and on lacquered plates.  She offcrcd  It to chc wlfc. saying,
“As  W C  heard you have  a guest. OUT  master  hnc  prcparcd a prc\cnt
for you. Only please return the vessels when you hnvc finished.”

Greatly rejoicing, she was so ovcrwhelmcd  with happinesc that she
took off  her black robe to give to the mcsscngcr. saying, “I have
nothing to offer you except my soiled clothes. Plcasc ncccpr  this for
your use.“ After the messenger  put It on and left. she scrvcd the meal.
At the sight the man wondered and looked at her face rather than at
the feast.

After he had left the next day, ten rolls ofsllk and ten ~tra~.\~ bags6
of rice \vcTc sent from him with the followmg  mcssagc: “Make your
clothes out of the silk and wine out of the r~cc promptly.” The girl

vislted the rich neighbors to thank them for their kindness, but the
mistress said, “ How funny you are ! Or are you possessed by a spirit?’
I do not know what you are talking about.” The mcssengcr, too,
said, “I do not know either.” Scolded by them, she went home and
entered  the hall to pay homage to the image as usual, and found her
black robe draped on it. It was cvidene that this was a mIraclc  of the
Kannon. Thcrcfore, she believed in the law of karmic causality and
revered  the image with increased faith. After that she pained a fortune
as large as before and suffered from neither hunger nor sot-Tow.  The
couple enjoyed a long and happy life. This is a miraculous event.

3s
On the Penalty qf‘lmmediate  Deathjiom  a Bad

Diseasefor  Hiffirq a Monk’

Prince Uji?Zr ’ was innately evil and had no faith in the Three
Trcasurcs.  In the reign of Emperor Shomu,  this prince was traveling

in Yamashiro tis3 on an errand, accompanied  by eight attendants.
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011 Ill\ w.~y to 111~  c.Iplt,lI  c)l’N,lr.l. I I I  I \kl/llkl tll\trlct  $:;(<{;I;.” 11~.  111t’t

TalkvcT 3% .’ ,I man  k of‘ Shlrllorsukc-dcr‘t I_ Cl’?  .‘i- .” \\.ho h.~d IX~CII

trnvclmg  Iron) Narn t o  Yama~hrro. Talky5  hnppencd  to C‘OII~C LI~OII

the pr~ncc  co \~~ddcnly th.rt hc could not find any plncc  to wll~h t o
rcttrc  and stood  by the road, hiding his fact  with a hat.’ Seeing this,
the prmce  stopped his horse to have him whipped.  Although the
monk and his disciple ran into the rice paddy to escape, the attendants
caught them and broke open rhc chccts’  they wcrc  carrying. Whcrc-
upon.  the monk cried, “Why 15 there  110 guardian of dharmn?“’

Thr prim-c  had hardlv  r~~ovcd  on when hc war attacked by n <cTlou’i
discncc. Hv groaned loudly and lcapcd qcvcral  feet  off the g r o u n d .
Seeing the prince  \ufferlng  the attendant? atkrd Talky6  to curt  hlnl,
but Tnikyii  would  not liqtcn to them.  They  cntrcntcd  him three tImcs
m vain. The monk asked, “Does he have Pam?”  TO w h i c h  t h e y

replied, “Yes. he is In great pain.” Talky6  then said, “Let the u n -

worthy prince suffer a thousand times. ten thousand times!”
At this ,  rclatlvcs of the prince addrcqscd  the e m p e r o r .  s a y i n g .

“Dharma Master Taiky6  has cursed UJI,” ” and they wanted to catch

and kill hinl. Learning of their intcntlon,  the emperor did not allow
them to do $0. In three days the prince died, his body ac black as Ink.
Again hi, rclalivcs wcnr to the emperor, saying, “‘An eye for an cyc.’
W C would like to take revenge  by killing Tniky6,  smcc  UJI IS already
dead.” The  emperor addrcs5cd them,  saying, “I am a monk, and S O

is Taiky6,. How can a monk kill a monk? Taiky6  is not responsible
for Uji’s incurring a calamity.” Since the emperor had shaved his

head. had been ordained, and followed the path of Buddha. hc sided
with the monk and would not let him be killed.”

The insane Yrince UJi was so evil natured  that the guardian of

dharma punlshcd him. The guardian of dharmn is alwayc prcrent.
H O W  can WC lgnorc this?



In the rclgn of Emperor Shlr,lk,lbc,  on the slsth of the cloth  tnonth
111  the \umIncr o t ’ t hc  scco~ld  ycnr of the h.lrc. the \luth vc.Ir of the
H6k1  cr.\. IO It suddenly blc\\, h.lrd .111d  r.llllcd III tori-c‘llt\.  \o tll.~t the
\vatcr tloodrd  the port and tlontcd v.lrlous  ttmbc~rc  end logs Into the
xx. M.lro n o  as01111  sent UnlakCll  .~nd C)ltnlnro  to coilcct  drlft\vood.
130th  n1.111  .llld b o y  mndc tllr <-oll~~c-tc<l  tllrlbcr tlltc) ,I r.l(\ OII \\,111ch
thcl rode. tr\‘ing tn ro\\’ .lg:.llnct  tllc t.iirrc7it.  ‘I 11~  \c”.I \v;1\ ~~.strciil~.l\
rough. brc.lking  the ropcy  th.lt held the r.lft to~cthcr.  .IIIC~ Il~llll~.dl,~tcl\
the raft broke apart and drifted out of the port Into the sea. Thr man
and the boy each got hold uI-.l ptccc  of~~uc~d .111ci drlticd to \C.I OII It.
Both ofthcm  Lvc‘rc’ ignorant. but the), ncvcr c~.rxxi  \v.II~II~~. “%akv;r-
munl  Uuddhn,  plcasr  dclivcl (I x trolli thi\ c.ilaiiiitv!”

A f t r r  tivc days, the b o y  \\.I\ cvcntunlly ta\t by the \\‘nvc‘\ o n t o
the bcxh at a salt makers’ ~~1ll.1~~‘.  rnmnch~no  no urn. 111  the \outh-
wcstcrn  pdrt of Aw.iJi provmcc  $?$$-$~~rSJ~f-fi,”  in the cvcning.  ‘The
other man,  Umakai. was cast onto the tame  spot c~nrl>, In the 111orI11ng
on the sixth day. The local pcoplc. hnvmp ackcd  them  \vhy thc\y hod
been cnct by the waves  onto the chore, Icnrncd  what had h~lppcncd
and took cnrc of them out of pity, reporting It t o  the provtncinl
mngstratc.t2  When  hc heard,  hc C'JIIIC‘ to \c‘c‘ thc111  and  gave them
food bccausc  hc was sympnthctic.

In grief.  the boy said. “As I have followed n man who kills, my
suffering is immcasurablc. If I go home.  I &II bc drtvcn to bqtn
killing again and never be able to stop.” Thus he stayed nt the pro-
vmcinl tcrnplc i n  AwnJi province  @I.&Q,‘.’ bccotiiiiig a follo\vcr of
the monk of that tcmplc.

Umnknl,  however, went  home after two months. When  111s family
saw his face and protruding cyrs, they wondrrrd and said, “Hc was
dro\vncd  In the sea. The scvcnth scvcnth day” has pa\xd,  and WC

26

T.ll1.lk.l  110  III.I/II~O t Ilrolllu\hllllc. [IlliliT ~,~&‘!I! 1~’  \\:I\ the, \\I~c  of
c)!,I no Cig,lt;lnu\hl  MtyCltc ~J~k!%3  il’G< T.,’ of’Outcr!unlor \Isth l<~nL.
Uptycr (irndc. .I sovcrnor4  ot’ Mlkl dl\trtct. Snnllkl  provll,cc ;~uI&;~G.
,r+y(fl;.” She g.lvc birth t o  ctght childrctl .~nci W;I\  vc’rv rfch.  Anlo~l~

her possc\4ons  wcrc cattlc, slave\, money .~nd  rice,’ and ticld$.  How-
cvcr, she lacked  faith and was S O greedy thnt she would ncvcr gvc
nwny allything. She used tu make  .I grcnt  p ro f i t  b>, <clling rlcc‘ ~vinc
dllutcd w i t h  \v.ltc‘r.  On tllc d a y  when  $11~‘  made  n lonn. The u<rd a
\innll inc.i~iiriii~ cup. while 01, the d;ly \IIC collcctcd.  \hc* u5cd .I big
Inc;,rurll>g  <-up.  O r ,  when  chr Icnt rice. TllC  Lid  .I Il!$ltw~lLJht  \c.11r.

bl,t, whc11  ~;hc  r.ollc<&  It, $11~ u\cd  .I hc.,\.y\\.clght  \c..I~..‘ 51,~ did Ilot
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