New World Economies:

Sugar and the Atlantic Slave Trade



1 do not know i coffee and sugar
are essential to the haPPiness of
Europe, but | know well that these
two Proclucts have accounted for the
unlﬁaPPiness of two great regjons of
the world: America has been
clepopulatecl s0 as to have land on
which to Plant them; Africa has been
Aepopulatc& 50 as to have the

People to cultivate them.”

— J.H. Bernardin de Saint Pierre
(177%)



Contexts for the Slave Trade

& immediate Prececlents for slave tracling
. competition for empire among Europeans
technological advances

o the role of consump’ciom



Englislﬁ Sugar Consuml:)tion

(bﬂ hogsheads)
B Consumed ] Exported
150,000
112,500 asy 10,000
75 000
57,000




I. The Economic Logic of an Immoral Trade

- Whg in America and not Africa?
& Parts of an Answer:
» African resistance
» Indiference to trade

o The Heart of the Answer-:

¢ Disease



b Sugar Rush: The Plantation Sgstem
in World Historical Context

» Model Mercantilism (see definition)

) Procﬂucing consuml:)tion, consuming

Procluction

« The Plantation Sgstem as Agro~

Industrial Revolution
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- Minor shipping countries |

European slave poris

Maijor shipping countries
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Industrial features of Plantation system:

> clisciplinccl under one authoritg
* organization of labor
€ time consciousness

* separation of Procluction and

consumPtion sites

* 5eParation of workers from his tools



3. The Anatomg of a Sugar Plantation

o The Land

® [he Structures

o The Labor
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arvesting cane in Antigua
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Mi”ing cane in Antigua
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Workers’ quarters in Jamaica, c. 1980
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"0 BE SOLD on bosrd dhe
Ship Banee fland; prvnefidy the gth

o€ Ma_}r n-:“x.t, A Aley-Fooy \ a chaica
f‘gn ﬂ'i abauﬂ z_:,n fine’ hmithf

.‘5 juﬁ arrived | from thf:

% Windward & Rice Cﬂaﬂa .
248 -—*-{hei utmnﬂ: carg-has Q-
R R, aireaay Been tdken;  and aETRER
_fhgli bﬂ continued, to Keep them free from
che leaft dangeriof being infeted with the
SMALL-POX, no boat ‘having been dn
beard, and afl 'other communication wnh
pcgple from Charles-Town prévented.
ﬁuf}‘m, Layrens, & ﬁﬁfe&y

N B. 'Full oneHalfof tha abaye Htgmﬂ have had the
SMALL-POX in theirown Countcy, )




Slave tracling in Rio
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