
New World Empires



Aztec, Incan, Spanish

1. Three American 
Empires in Comparison:





Tenochtitlán 
(Mexico City), 

the capital of the 
Aztec Empire, 
was built on a 

huge island



Agriculture on the outskirts of Tenochtitlán



The Incan fortress at Machu Picchu





Guns, Disease, Religion, Silver, Labor

2. The Spanish Conquest



The Path of the Conquest



An idealized Spanish portrayal of the Battle of Tenochtitlán  



An portrayal of the Battle of Tenochtitlán based on Aztec oral sources  



Smallpox, the silent ally
“And before the Spaniards had risen against us, 
a pestilence first came to be prevalent: the 
smallpox. . . . it spread over the people as great 
destruction. Some it quite covered [with 
pustules] on all parts—their faces, their heads, 
their breasts, etc. There was great havoc. Very 
many died of it. They could not walk; they only 
lay in their resting places and beds. They could 
not move; they could not stir. they could not 
change position, nor lie on one side, nor face 
down, nor on their backs. And if they stirred, 
much did they cry out. Great was its 
destruction.”(transcription from native sources)
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Franciscans blessing the Conquest



a kind of provisional trusteeship held in 
the name of the Spanish king, sometimes 

turned into private estates by 
encomienderos who administered 

Amerindian communities, collecting 
tribute and meting out justice. 

They tended to clash with missionaries’ 
ideals of creating autonomous 

Amerindian communities     

encomienda:





Conscripted Indians working a silver mine



Spanish galleons shipping silver from the Pacific coast of Mexico





repartimiento & mita:
a system of conscripted labor 

(repartimiento in Mexico, mita in Peru) 
that required town authorities to maintain 
lists of adult males to be drafted for work 

in mines, workshops, and fields  



The Birth of Nachos 
and 

the Spread of Syphilis 

3. Biological Exchange




