Whg Columbus
Wasn’t Chinese
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“With the virtue of a sage and Placecl in the

seat of a sage, [my father, Emperor Hung-
wu] had a contro”ing power over Heaven, i
Earth, and Man, thus l’larmonizinggin and f ' |
yang and protecting all that exists, Fi: , / A |
understancling everything in the universe, A
inclusive even of that which is begoncl

Heaven and Earth.” '? The Ming Emperor Yongle "

f \



The EmPeror‘s glorious envoy received the divine commancls,
"Proclaim abroad the silken souncls) and go to the barbarous lands".
His giant ship on the roaring waves of the boundless ocean rode;

afar, o'er the roaring, billows vast and limitless, it strode....

Here when the heavenlg writing came, a happg clamour meeting,
chieftains and heads of the barbarous tribes all tried to give it greeting,
Tribute of southern golcl) rare gems, from distant Parts appear;

grateicul, aclmiring our virtue, theg show themselves logal, slgereS

Above to heaven and down to earth I looked - no bounclarg ran;
to heaven's ends and earth's extremes each one is the sovereign's man.
Union under imPerial Ming our grancl and great land sl*wares;

1Crom time Forgotten until NnOow NO other land compares.

— Ma Huan, 1416 Poem commemorating Zheng He’s 1415-14 voyage



The Chinese Muslim Admiral Z.heng He
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