The Asia-centered
World Economg to the
16th Century
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The Eight Circuits of the Thirteenth—-Century World Systems
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[.The (Sinocentric) World Order-
The Tribute Sgstem



The .’f‘_mperor (Son of Heaven)

. * Asruler of All Under Heaven
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- The Ming Emperoroyongle  * _

i ® As apex of civilization

.« As custodian of cosmic order ;
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Maintenance oF Hierarchies =

Civilization

* Within & begoncl the

realm’s core territorg

* Marks the civilized from

the barbaric

* The kowtow (k’o-t'ou)
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A5 Zones of Tributary Relations

* Sinic zone: Korea, Vietnam, Rgukgus, (Japan)

* |nner Asia zone: Mongolia, Tibet, and Central

Asia realms

* Quter zone: Russia, F’ortugal, Holland,

E’nglanci, and other less civilized realms
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Tﬂpes of Bilateral Trade within
the Tribute Sgstem

~ Gifttrade (and “rc~ghcting”>
o Market trade at frontier “Ports of trade”
o Administered trade at Beijing and Ports



The Nature of Tribute-Trade

* Ceremong & commerce intertwined

o Confirmation of E‘mperor’s Position and

atfirmation of civilization

o Trade & Political recognition for

tributart
e

* Providec
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states

framework for relatively

economic exchange



2. The Indian Ocean Trade Circuits



. 3| nterlocking Circuits Centered on

Indian Ocean

o Arabian Sea

* Indian Ocean (Bag of Bengal)
o South China Sea



Afro-Asian Maritime Connections,

circa 1400
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Afro-Furasian

Trade Routes & Centers
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Afro-Asian trade led to
Poweﬁcul cit9~states on East

African coast

Traded with inland African
kingcloms (golcl) ivory, iron)
Cotton, silk, Porcelain from
Asia

Swabhil; language, culture, &

ethnic group born of mix

Fast African Swahil; Cltg~5tates

P
o .
i S ) o —amarkand
e e T ASIA
L | =
L '.l
b Flen o PERSIA
.'.-fm’-q.r.i edan | g\m'ﬁ'[} b &
“ H'ﬂ-’i'!"*-" pKabul
ﬂ.lexandr m Basraf' \’R
Cai ‘r;--_. :
AHAEIA '.'-r, P I'-'Iarav:m
EGYPTa LA Rathur
- Emua
'@i "‘Mecn:a 'DMF"H : "E rai o
N e itpunoay
FT_:":.'.AdEF]-::.-_"‘.-_':..d Gl}.i“' vt
AFRICA 1 T R
A ""*-.-:."-. "‘-i-- Ben /
Arabian 7 ~:| s
ETHIOPIA /. Sea Gemn
T |:.,f Samy
Aogadishu
'.-'mh:rna
J/_F\‘Im 'ELa'.ra
M;ir ricll o~
ambasase:: INDIAN
TANGANYIKA ﬂﬂhl.ra LR CQCEAN
PRt N .Y "'., '
KATANGA | '-',,----_*:f -
P.‘Iﬂz-:'lmbéqutil;,-, |
Sofalge==" "
- MADAGASCAR




3

Links to S.E. & East Asia:The Entrepé’c of Malacca
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