Funding for the White Clay Wild & Scenic Program comes from the National Park Service Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers Program.
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TEXT FROM TRAIL GUIDE BROCHURE

White Clay Creek Watershed becomes a National Wild and Scenic River
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 A watershed is the area of land that drains into a body of water.  
The White Clay Creek watershed is a haven of green space tucked into the largely developed Mid-Atlantic region.  It is one of only a few relatively intact, unspoiled, and ecologically functioning river systems that remain in the highly urbanized corridor that links Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Newark, Delaware.  The 107 square mile watershed includes parts of Chester County, Pennsylvania and New Castle County, Delaware and is home to nearly 100,000 people. 

Traveling through the Pennsylvania portion of the watershed, one can still view pastoral landscapes reflecting the area’s historically rural character.  The upper watershed’s agricultural fields and forested stretches give way to the expanse of mature forests of the state and county parks.  Once below these scenic preserved lands, the tempo of Delaware suburban life is increasingly evident.  

For most of its course White Clay Creek runs through the rolling Piedmont hills.  In fact the White Clay Creek’s name is probably derived from the cream-colored sediment eroded from the surrounding hills and washed into the creek.  This rocky-bottomed, fast moving stream section often passes through steep, forested valleys. As the stream veers eastward below Newark, it enters the relatively flat Atlantic Coastal Plain.  The now sand or mud-bottomed creek moves more slowly and finally empties into the Christina River just downstream of Churchman’s Marsh in Newport, Delaware.

Declaring a River Wild and Scenic

“... certain selected rivers of the Nation . . . shall be preserved in free-flowing condition, and...they and their immediate environments shall be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.”

National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (P.L. 90-542)
On October 24, 2000, the White Clay Creek was designated a National Wild and Scenic River by the President of the United States.  A total of 190 miles of the White Clay Creek and its tributaries were included, making it the first and only National Wild and Scenic River with its entire watershed protected.  This watershed protection approach takes into account changing land uses and the effects they can have on the river.  Wild and Scenic River designation encourages appropriate development that coexists with the river and preserves watershed features that are important historic and cultural resources or enhance water quality, natural resources, and overall quality of life.

White Clay Creek (WCC) Management Committee Goals 

The White Clay Creek National Wild and Scenic River is managed by a bi-state committee which includes: local residents; representatives of various interest groups; state, county, and local government; and the National Park Service.  The committee meets on a regular basis and works to:
· Improve and conserve water quality and water quantity. 

· Conserve open space, woodlands, wetlands and geologic features. 

· Protect native plant and animal species. 

· Preserve cultural, historical and archaeological sites. 

· Enhance outdoor recreation opportunities. 

· Encourage environmental education and watershed awareness.

If you would like to get involved with the WCC Management Committee, visit our website at www.whiteclay.org.  

Outstanding Natural Resources

The White Clay Creek watershed provides outstanding natural resources for the citizens of Pennsylvania and Delaware to enjoy.  A rich diversity of native plants has survived here while virtually disappearing from the surrounding region.  Landscapes ranging from old fields, mature woodlands, streams, freshwater marshes, swamps, seasonal pools, wooded floodplains, to thickets and glades support a profusion of birds and animals.
Water Resources

White Clay Creek and the Cockeysville aquifer that underlies portions of the watershed provide drinking water to over 128,000 citizens in both Pennsylvania and Delaware.

Flora and Fauna

The White Clay Creek watershed includes mature and successional forest, open field, wetland, and river ecosystems.  The most extensive mature Piedmont forest remaining in the State of Delaware is found in the White Clay Creek watershed.  The watershed includes many rare and unusual species.

The watershed is home to over:  60 tree and shrub species, 20 fern species, 90 breeding bird species, 33 small mammal species,  21 fish species, and 27 reptile and amphibian species.

Spring-time brings migrating neo-tropical birds to the White Clay Creek watershed.

Natural Resource Protection
Approximately 10 percent of the White Clay Creek watershed has been preserved as open space, either as public land or by private landowners who have donated their development rights to a non-profit land trust.  Protecting open space within the watershed is important to maintaining natural ecosystems.  It also saves taxpayer dollars by keeping drinking water clean and reducing costly flooding.

As you explore these recreational areas, you’ll find most of the streamside lands are forested.  Strips of trees, bushes, and other vegetation along a stream bank are called riparian buffers.  These riparian buffers help to ensure an adequate and safe drinking water supply by absorbing pollutants before they can be washed into streams.  Woody vegetation planted along stream banks, instead of mowed lawn, also helps to hold stream banks in place. This prevents erosion and reduces the amount of soil washing into the stream.  

Additionally, natural vegetation in stream corridors and upland open spaces reduces flood damage by capturing some of the rainfall, thus reducing rapid stormwater runoff into streams. Some of this captured rainfall eventually makes its way into the ground water supply, which in turn replenishes the stream in times of drought.  

Naturally forested uplands and riparian buffers also provide habitat for native wildflowers, wildlife and fish.  At the same time they help to clean waters that are used for drinking, boating, swimming, and fishing. As an added bonus, they cool and shade us in summer, and delight our senses with seasonal colors, textures, and scents.
Background Info #4
History

The White Clay Creek watershed has been occupied by various peoples for more than 10,000 years.  The natural resources of the area have been utilized in many different ways throughout time, but have always strongly influenced the industries and lifestyles of the watershed's inhabitants.  

Timeline

· Archaic period - 1900’s Native Americans settle in the region.  The Opasiskunk settlement of the Lenni Lenape was located in the present day Delaware and Pennsylvania Preserves, while in Maryland, present day Fair Hill NRMA was settled by the Susquehannock. 
· 1625-1650 - European settlements by Dutch and Swedes began in Delaware and Pennsylvania.  

· 1680-1705 - King of England gives William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania, a land grant to charter the states of Delaware and Pennsylvania.

· 1683 - Chief Kekelappen, of the Lenni Lenape sells a tract of land to William Penn that includes the area of present-day White Clay Creek.

· Late 1600’s - Farms and small mills arise in the White Clay Creek Valley, the latter using the White Clay Creek to run the water-powered mills.

· 1764 - The famous survey team of Mason and Dixon begin their survey which will determine Delaware’s borders with Maryland and Pennsylvania.

· 1870’s - The Wilmington and Western and the Pomeroy and Newark Railroad tracks were laid through the Landenberg area to ship farm produce, crushed limestone, and milled goods to markets in Delaware.

· 1960 - A dam is proposed for White Clay Creek to create a water supply reservoir.

·  1965 - Citizen opposition to the dam results in the incorporation of the White Clay Watershed Association.

· 1968 - The State of Delaware begins land acquisition efforts, creating Walter S. Carpenter State park,  later renamed White Clay Creek State Park.  

· Mid 1970s – Plans for a White Clay Creek dam are abandoned amidst opposition from citizens, United Auto Workers’ members, and conservation organizations as well as new studies predicting lower future water needs.

· 1975 – Fair Hill NRMA purchased by the state of Maryland from William du Pont Jr.’s estate.

· 1984 - The DuPont Company donates almost 1700 acres to the states of Pennsylvania and Delaware for inclusion in the White Clay Creek Bi-state Preserve to ensure its protection.  
· 2005 – The latest in a series of land acquisitions raises the total area of Pennsylvania’s White Clay Creek Preserve and Delaware’s White Clay Creek State Park to 5,000 acres.









